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ensik fills team's void
By Travis V. Dabney 

Staff writer

nlike the quarterback in 
football and the point guard 
in basketball, the setter in 

lleyball rarely gets the same ac- 
hagles a mush iades and recognition that the 
who have won: jrementioned players receive.

C East titles, war. yet the setter in volleyball is cer
es for tire homefi tl|y as important, if not more im- 

irtant than any command indi- 
ual in any sport. No set, no spike, 
sjust that simple. Texas A&M vol- 
ball team setter Farah Mensik 
k over the setter position in the 

|96 season from Honorable Men- 
n All American Suzy Wente and 
snot looked back.
Mensik'got her start in sports at 
early aige, as her parents were
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really kind of grew up on the 
ftball field with my parents and 
it was what led me to sports,” 
;nsik said.
When Mensik entered junior high 
e began what would turn out to be 
erysuccessful career in volleyball, 
ice in high school, Mensik was 
itting time between volleyball and 
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have to be made as to which sport 
would get her full devotion.

“I saw that my talents were real
ly suited towards volleyball, so that 
is what I did,” Mesik said.

After playing three years on var
sity in the Houston suburb of Katy, 
Mensik was faced with the recruit
ing process.

“I was recruited by most of the 
old Southwest Conference schools 
but it really came down between 
A&M and Arkansas,” Mensik said. “I 
was told by several people to go to a 
place where if I was injured and 
could no longer play volleyball that 
I would want to go to anyway.”

“Plus the school spirit is so 
strong here and that is really what 
drew me to A&M.”

As the Aggies move forward this 
season with so many expectations, 
Mensik still looks at some of the 
more abstract details of playing vol
leyball here at Texas A&M.

“The feeling that you get walking 
out onto the court at G. Rollie White 
is just tremendous, I love it,” Men
sik said. “Volleyball is really growing 
here and the support that we re
ceive from the students and com
munity has really been great.”

While Mensik is a very team cen
tered player and is reluctant to talk 
about personal goals, there are def
initely some that exist.

“Sure I would like to be in the top 
three in the Big 12 in assists, and I 
would also like to get some type of 
all conference recognition in the 
Big 12, but it is all about the team.” 
Mensik said.

When Coach Laurie Corbelli was 
asked about Mensik and her position 
with team, it is evident Corbelli and 
the rest of the team are depending on 
Mensik a great deal this season.

“She is certainly one of the most 
critical players on the team this sea
son; she is going to have to make a 
lot of plays and key decisions,” Cor
belli said. “She really sets the pace 
for our offense.”

Off the court, Mensik has proven 
herself in the classroom with the 
same type of success as on the vol
leyball court. She is a three time 
GTE Academic All-American as well 
as a member of the dean’s list.

“Farah is a very driven young 
lady and some what of a perfec
tionist,” Corbelli said “Yet, at the 
same time she is a very mellow, low- 
key individual.”

RONY ANGKRIWAN/The Battalion

Senior setter Farah Mensik looks 
to lead the Aggies to new heights 
this season.

cGuire signs three-year deal
|ST. LOUIS (AP) —The St. Louis Cardinals have 
rk McGwire for at least three more seasons, and 
:y did not have to tear up the team to keep him. 

cGwire, who joined Babe Ruth last week as 
only players with consecutive 50-homer sea- 

signed a three-year, $2» million deal Tuesday, 
he deal includes a $1 million signing bonus 
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ngs the total package to nearly $40 million. 
One of McGwire’s agents, Bob Cohen, said the 

and lot gger could have commanded at least another 
lion per season on the free-agent market. In- 

outlook on lelad, he wanted to stay so much he not only 
a plan for eve ted for less, he agreed to defer about 25 percent
n said. “The o the money until he retires. The negotiating
mtrol of is Rai icess took only a week or so and the deal was fi- 
:an do is try top ized late Monday night, 
very day. “We fully expect him to complete his woo
d’s plan for m ful career in St. Louis,” said Bill DeWitt, head 
ich the nexi I he Cardinals’ ownership group, 
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The deferred money and below-market salary 
will allow the Cardinals to attempt to re-sign 
pitchers Andy Benes and Todd Stottlemyre. 
Benes, who is 28-17 in two seasons with the Car
dinals, has a player option on his deal. The team 
has an option on the contract of Stottlemyre, 26- 
20 in two seasons with the team.

"There’s a lot of money being passed around, 
a lot of questions about how much guys are be
ing paid and people looking for the last dollar,” 
general manager Walt Jocketty said. “I can assure 
you that Mark McGwire did not do that. We’re try
ing to structure it so we can keep everybody’

The Cardinals had a $44 million payroll with
out McGwire. They’re counting on a healthy in
crease in season-ticket sales to help bridge the gap.

“We’ve got a pretty high payroll relative to base
ball and relative to a marketplace this size,” DeWitt 
said. “But this city can support it because it’s such 
a great baseball town.”

McGwire also is donating $1 million a year to 
establish a chaiTtable,foundation to benefit sexu
ally and physically abused children. McGwire had 
trouble keeping his composure describing the 
foundation, pausing for a half-minute at one point.

“Let’s just say children have a special place in 
my heart,” McGwire said. “I just really believe a 
guy in my position can really help out.”

The Cardinals acquired McGwire, 33, from 
Oakland on July 31, the trading deadline. On Fri
day, he said he thought he and the Cardinals

were a perfect match, and that there was a good 
chance he’d be back.

McGwire thinks the Cardinals, injury-riddled 
and 69-80 heading into the final weeks, should 
be back in the postseason next year. The fans 
who show up at Busch Stadium two hours early 
to watch his tape-measure shots in batting prac
tice also played a part in him staying.

“I tell you what, it makes me float every time 
I come to the ballpark, to play in this stadium and 
play in front of these fans,” McGwire said. “I’m 
overwhelmed. I’m going to say that probably for 
the rest of my career.”

It did not hurt that McGwire is playing for his 
longtime Oakland manager, Tony La Russa. La 
Russa has an option for the next two seasons and 
it is all but certain he will be back.

“I’m not speaking for him, but I don’t think I 
would have signed if he wasn’t coming back,” 
McGwire said. Then he turned to La Russa and 
said, “All right?”

McGwire has 51 home runs, 17 with St. Louis, 
and needs one to tie his career best set last year. 
He entered the day one home run behind Seat
tle’s Ken Griffey Jr. for the major-league lead.

Before he came to town, McGwire was said to 
prefer the West Coast because his 9-year-old son 
lives in southern California with his mother. 
Matthew McGwire gave the Cardinals a thumbs- 
up after a recent visit and had two words for his 
dad when the deal was announced: “all right!”
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What do these have in common?

MSC L.T Jordan Institute for International Awareness

Interns flip and Living abroad Programs

Spend 5 weeks of your summer living abroad in:

England m Germany

The Dominican Republic

• Experience a new
culture

• Intern in a field 
related to your major

• Become a part of a 
host family

<k
Interested? Come to one of our 

informational meetings:

foi more information or to inform 
us of your special needs, please 
call 845-8770

Sept. 18 7:00-8:15 Rudder 502 
Sept. 30 7:00-8:15 Rudder 504 
Oct. 8 7:00-8:15 Rudder 401
Oct. 20 4:00-5:00 Rudder 510

yj-jg Some tests count more than
PRINCETON others? Some courses 
REVIEW prep more than others.

How’s 
YOUR 
MCAT 
score?
GET A

Call us for more information 
409/696-9099 800/2REVIEW 
Classes start in November!

“Test prep utopia: Hyper
learning to merge with the 
Princeton Review” -UCLA’s 
Daily Bruin News 
f Over 110 Course Hours 

+ 4000+ pages Of Material 

f 5 Full-Length Proctored MCATs 
Computer Analyzed Score Reports 

f 6 Additional Full-length MCATs 

f Unlimited Free Extra Help 

f The Best Instructors

More TAMU Students Who Have 

Prepped For The MCAT In The Last 

Two Years Have Prepped With Us 

Hyperlearn ing-Medical Division

EDGE
THE
PRINCETON
REVIEW

Administrative Assistant
Our Bryan/College Station office seeks an assistant, full or 
part-time, for word processing, office coordination, and other 
support duties. Previous clerical experience helpful. Full 
time position offers salary and full benefits including medical,

1 dental, and vision insurance, 401k and semi-annual |
performance/salary reviews. EOE. To apply, please call our 
main headquarters:

Universal Computer Systems, Inc. 
1-800-883-3031

http://www.ucs-systerns.com

AGGIE RING ORDERS
THE ASSOCIATION OF FORMER STUDENTS 

CLAYTON W. WILLIAMS, JR. ALUMNI CENTER 
DEADLINE: SEPTEMBER 17, 1997 

Undergraduate Student Requirements:
1. You must be a degree seeking student and have a total of 95 undergraduate credit hours reflect

ed on the Texas A&M University Student Information Management System. (A passed course, 
which is repeated and passed, cannot count as additional credit hours.)

2. 3Q undergraduate credit hours must have been completed in residence at Texas A&M 
University, providing that prior to January 1,1994, you were registered at Texas A&M University 
and successfully completed a fall/spring semester or summer term (i and II or 10 weeks) as 
a full-time student in good standing (as defined in the University catalog).
60 undergraduate credit hours must have been completed in residence at Texas A&M 
University if your first semester at Texas A&M University was January 1994 or thereafter, or if 
you do not qualify under the successful semester requirement. Should your degree be con
ferred with less than 60 undergraduate resident credits, this requirement will be waived after 
your degree is posted on the Student Information Management System.

3. You must have a 2.0 cumulative GPR at Texas A&M University.
4. You must be in good standing with the University, including no registration or transcript blocks 

for past due fees, loans, parking tickets, returned checks, etc.
Graduate Student Requirements

If you are a December 1997 degree candidate and you do not have an Aggie ring from a 
prior degree, you may place an order after you meet the following requirements:

1. Your degree is conferred and posted on the Texas A&M University Student Information 
Management System; and

2. You are in good standing with the University, including no registration or transcript blocks for 
past'due fees, loans, parking tickets, returned checks, etc.

If you have completed M of your degree requirements and can obtain a “Letter of Completion"
from the Office of Graduate Studies, the original letter of completion, with the seal, may be
presented to the Ring Office in lieu of your degree being posted.

Procedure To Order A Ring:
1. If you meet all of the above requirements and you wish to receive your ring on November 13,1997, 

you must visit the Ring Office no later than Wednesday. September 17,1997 to complete the appli
cation for eligibility verification.

2. If your application is approved, you must return and pay in full by cash, check, money order, or your 
personal Discover, Visa or Mastercard (with your name imprinted) no later than Friday, September 
19,1997.

Men’s 10K-$294.00 14K - $399.00
Women’s 10K - $171.00 14K - $197.00

Add $8 00 for Class of '96 or before.
The ring delivery date is November 13, 1997.

Big Weekend in Big “D” 
Aggie Football

Texas A&M 
vs.

The University of North Texas
Student Tickets are 

1/2 Price 
Only $12.50

Saturday, September 27 
2:35 at Texas Stadium

(Aggie Band and Corps Trip)

For Tickets: 845-2311 
G. Rollie White Coliseum

Wto+e Atmmys BoMna!

On Thursday,
September 18th 
Double Dave 
will be wandering 
aroundthe A&M Campus...

The first person* 
who asks him 
the question,
"Are you 
DoubleDave?
will be given 
$100 in cash.

This peison 
cannot be 
known to 
DoubleDave nor 
can a person 

lUI known to
DoubleDave be 
present 
when this 
question is asked.

The Prim CAT.

http://www.ucs-systerns.com

