
ptember 16,1? ^esday • September 16, 1997

> guiltpiet aids removed from market
. He did vi

ilso

con.
ipon charge stems! h 
ad under Nixon'scai \t 
of his arrest, 
nit to carry it.
• briefly discussed 
i rors exemptions to: 
ist carrying conce 
ithout a permit, 
ad pleaded no com 
veapon charge in 
er being arrested] 
en in his car who 
nown prostitutes.!!! 
prostitution chaif

lid Nixon had mad- 
out his future plans 
■ had no comment

dabus
; cannot bedeternn 
ers Raymond Tesl 
ner concluded.! 
igs suggest thattli

I said they were a p; 
lildren indicatedatl 
been abused or m 
espouse from parer.

a significant increa 
are feeling comfor. 
executive director 
said Monday, 
ercent reported ak 
hildren.

m spao■L
ade;that we have 

ce available to coi 
h policies. Gov. 
i tire Texas Depamr le 
stice and other state 
ic most cost-effecnv 
the additional pris 
dll need," she said 
igtoFabelo’srepon 
iiere would be3,71- 
inals in count)'jails? 
to state prisonsbyA 
number would i 

gust 2002.
>i\ the report says, 
considered to inct 
ice so the state 
ids within 45 da

?•

~T’ The BattalionNation

WASHINGTON (AP) — Two of 
e nation’s most popular diet 
ugs were pulled off the market 
onday after the government un- 

overed disturbing new evidence 
hat they could seriously damage 
jatients’ hearts.

The Food and Drug Adminis- 
ration urged millions of dieters to 
mmediately stop taking Redux, 

known as dexfenfluramine, 
nd Pondimiri, also known as fen- 
luramine.

Pondimin is one-half of the wild- 
y popular fen-phen diet combina- 
ion; the other half, phentermine, 
ippears safe when used by itself, the 
-DA said.

But doctors said phentermine, 
he sole remaining prescription diet 
Irug, has only mixed results — and 
hey predicted a surge of patients 
iistraught both at the possibility 
heir hearts were damaged and at 
osing their treatments.

“We are anticipating lots of very 
lesperate patients that need help,” 
aid Dr. John Foreyt, an obesity ex- 
jert at Baylor College of Medicine.

"Obesity does kill,” said Dr. 
lichard Atkinson of the American 

esity Association, who said many 
;edux and Pondimin users will re- 
pin their weight.

The FDA asked Wyeth-Ayerst 
aboratories, which sells Redux 
iere and whose parent company 
nakes Pondimin, to withdraw the 
rugs because of new evidence 
hat they damage heart valves, and 
he firm agreed.

The ITS. decision prompted the 
tench company, Servier, that sells 
enfluramine and dexfenflu- 
mine abroad to withdraw the 

worldwide.
The FDA had been struggling to 
termine the drugs’ risk since it and 

Mayo Clinic uncovered the first 
ases in July. Last week, the FDA an- 
lyzed heart tests on 291 dieters and 
Dund almost a third — 92 people —
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Rains help 
quench fire 
in California
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RUNNING SPRINGS, Calif. 
(AP) — Rain pushed north by 
Hurricane Linda helped slow a 
wildfire that forced hundreds of 
vacuations as it burned 1,500 
cres and 11 homes in the San 
ernardino Mountains.
Hours of rain were generated 

unday by moisture drawn into 
e region by Hurricane Linda, 

undreds of miles of the Southern 
alifornia coast. The blaze some 
0 miles east of Los Angeles was 
nostly contained early Tuesday.

The storm “really did us some 
(good,” said Candace Vialpando, a 
pokeswoman for the San 

iBernardino National Forest. "The 
pin they got up there this after- 
loon really made a difference.”

About 300 people stayed in 
[two evacuation centers Saturday 
night and many more may have 
sought shelter with friends and 
relatives, Vialpando said. But 
most were allowed back into their 
homes.

Marci Syme and her husband 
had lied and now fear their house 
was burned.

“We know the mountain pret
ty well,” she said. “It looks like it’s 
gone, but 1 won’t deal with that 
until I have to look at it.”

The fire damaged or destroyed 
11 permanent homes and week
end cabins and two outbuildings.

The blaze broke out Saturday 
at a gun range, though it wasn’t 
clear whether it was sparked by a 
bullet or a shot striking a rock.
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Diet drugs recalled
The Food and Drug Administration today recommended that two popular 
diet drugs be withdrawn from the market after being linked with serious 
heart damage.

Heart valves
In a study of 291 patients who took the 
drugs, 30 percent had abnormal 
echocardiograms and developed problems 
with their aoiaind mitral valve

Diet drugs
Total weekly prescriptions, 1997
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SourceiThe Human Body, The Heart; IMS America

had damaged heart valves, even 
though they had no symptoms.

That’s much higher than antici
pated. Less than 1 percent of the 
general population has such dam
age to their aortic or mitral valves, 
said Dr. Richard Bowen of Naples, 
Fla., who tested 200 of the patients.

Most of the valves leaked blood, a 
condition that over time can enlarge 
the heart and seriously weaken it.

Also, the FDA analyzed 25 pa
tients who happened to have had 
their hearts tested before ever taking 
diet pills—and after taking the pills, 
about a third were newly diagnosed 
with valve damage.

Those patients are in addition to 
99 other fenfluramine or Redux 
users whose doctors have reported 
to FDA actual symptoms of heart 
damage, such as shortness of breath, 
chest pain or swollen ankles. Three 
of them died, and 17 underwent

AP

heart surgery.
The newest findings show the 

drugs “present an unacceptable 
risk,” said FDA Acting Commission
er Dr. Michael Friedman.

Wyeth-Ayerst’s Dr. Marc Deitch 
called the withdrawal “the most 
prudent course of action.” But he 
said there is still not definitive 
proof that the drugs are to blame, 
and said Wyeth-Ayerst will within 
a few weeks begin studying 
whether obese people are natural
ly more prone to valve disease.

Meanwhile, dieters can return 
unused portions of the drugs for a 
refund.

Dieters should see their doctors 
for close heart monitoring, Atkin
son said. But not everyone will 
need an echocardiogram, a so
phisticated test that shows heart 
function and costs between $500 
and $1,000, he cautioned.

Weld gives up race for 
Mexico ambassador

WASHINGTON (AP) — William 
Weld gave up his battle to be ambas
sador to Mexico on Monday with a 
scathing attack on Washington poli
tics and a defiant declaration that he 
wouldn’t “go on bended knee” before 
Jesse Helms or anyone else.

“Washington sure is a funny 
town,” Weld said during a Wliite 
House news conference in which he 
criticized a Senate system in which 
a conservative fellow Republican 
could block even a hearing on his 
nomination.

“I can go back to New England, 
where no one has to approach the 
government on bended knee to ask 
it to do its duty,” said Weld, who re
signed as governor of Massachu
setts in July to pursue the Mexico 
City post. “I’ve had enough ofWash- 
ington for the next little while.”

President Clinton accepted 
Weld’s withdrawal during a meeting 
in the Oval Office and didn’t try to 
talk him out of it, White House offi
cials said. Instead, the president 
scored the rejection ofWeld without 
a hearing.

“At a time when we have been 
making strides towards a bipartisan 
foreign policy, the treatment that 
my nominee received reflected the 
divisiveness that does not well serve 
the American people,” Clinton said 
in a statement.

The president didn’t appear at 
Weld’s side at the news conference, 
but the former governor said Clin
ton had strongly supported him 
from the start.

Helms, R-N.C., the conservative 
chairman of the Senate Foreign Re
lations Committee, refused to hold

a nomination hearing for the more 
moderate Weld. Senate Majority 
Leader Trent Lott, R-Miss., support
ed Helms, saying Weld “didn’t han
dle himself well.”

“His conduct during this episode 
has been baffling to me,” Lott said.

“I’ve had enough of 
Washington for the next 
little while.”

WILLIAM WELD
FORMER MASS. GOVERNOR

“There’s another agenda here I have 
not quite figured out.”

Weld, who plans to back to the pri
vate sector, probably in investment 
banking, has been mentioned as a 
possible presidential candidate in 
2000. He has frequently criticized 
Washington’s way of doing business, 
a common strategy for candidates.

The White House said it would 
take time to find another nominee 
as ambassador to Mexico, a job that 
has been vacant since June.

“In many senses our review 
process is back at the starting point 
now,” spokesman Mike McCurry said.

Helms, forced by several of his 
committee members to convene a 
special meeting on Weld last Friday, 
used the forum to catalogue scores 
of cases in which nominees didn’t 
get hearings. His unshakable 
stance, coupled with Lott’s renewed 
backing on Sunday, seemingly all 
but ended Weld’s chances.
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THE NEW 'UPSTAIR UNDERGROUND' NOW OPEN

505 University Dr E. 268-9626

SNUFFER’S
RESTAURANT & BAR

SINCE 1978 WE'VE BEEN HONORED 
TO BE NAMED, YEAR AFTER YEAR, AS 

HAVING THE BEST BURGERS, CHEDDAR FRIES 
AND MARGARITAS IN DALLAS...

NOW WE RE HONORED TO BE 
IN COLLEGE STATION 

AT
1037 S. TEXAS AVE. • COLLEGE STATION

$4 Pitchers All day Happy Hour 
Sun, Mon, Tues, Wed7 days a week 
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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

College sophomores and juniors are invited to apply for the CIA’s Student Programs for Summer 
1998. The programs are designed to give promising undergraduate and graduate students the 
opportunity to gain practical work experience to complement their academic studies. While earning 
competitive incomes, students will participate in meaningful work assignments commensurate with 
their academic training. Housing assistance is provided. Other work programs for students are also 
available.
DESIRED MAJORS: Electrical engineering, computer engineering, computer science, mathematics, 
economics, physics, remote sensing, languages, international studies, logistics/supply/procurement, 
business administration, geography, accounting and finance.
REQUIRED: US citizenship, a minimum 2.75 GPA following freshman year and successful comple
tion of a medical examination, a polygraph interview and an extensive background investigation. 
LOCATION: Washington, DC/Northern Virginia area.
TO APPLY: Complete and return the Interest Form below with your resume*no later than October 9, 
1997. Prompt response is required to ensure consideration for summer 1998 employment.

CIA INTEREST FORM

Name: Phone:

Current Address:

Fr So Jr Sr Major: GPA:

University: Grad Date:

^ 4

Personnel Representative
DEPT. RATAM0997
PC Box 741628
Dallas, TX 75374-1628

We will respond within 45 days if there is further interest. The CIA is an equal opportunity employer.


