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By Michael Schaub 
Staff writer

'ouve heard confidence defined?” 
Dennis Fisher asks, as he rummages 
through his desk drawer for an elusive 

Ibook. “It’s the feeling you have before you un- 
Iderstand the situation.”

From the mountain valleys of Washington to 
Ithe high deserts of Uzbekistan, the life of Fisher, a
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Fortune’s “Most Admired” Company 
America's Top Internships" - one of 

1997'stop ten intership programs 
“jobs 96" -Insurance sales compensation 
averaged $50,000 per year, increasing to 
$70,000 after 10 years. In fact, 20% of all 
Insurance sales agents earned over 
$100,000 in 1996
Full-Time Positions for '97 graduates

Austin/College Station (512) 327-3868 
San Antonio (210) 490-3133 

Houston (281) 583-4330

treenouse
apartments

• Call for Manager’s Special
• Best Location in town,

Walk to class!
• Clubroom
• Computer Lab
• Covered Parking
• Adjacent to campus, take 

George Bush Across the 
R.R. tracks, First left.

409-696-5707

www.startel.net/treehouse/

AGGIELAND 
SAFE DRIVERS

Ticket
Dismissal

Insurance
Discount

Classes: Mon. & Tues. 6-9 p.m. 
Wed. & Thurs. 6-9 p.m. 

Sat. 9 a.m.-3:30 p.m. 
(w/ lunch break.)

Donuts served on Saturdays.
Soft drinks available.

FUN NON-LECTURE CLASSES!

MIP Classes held monthly.
Classes held in the I.T.S. 

Cruises & Travel Bldg, located 
at 1055 Texas A*e., South, 

next to Chilis in College Station
To reserve your space.

Call 764-1975
• Walk-ins welcome
• Checks accepted

I SA Training CompaiV. Co. 422/ State Certified

professor of agricultural economics, has proved to 
be a long course in understanding the situation.

“I’ve always been interested in how things 
work, so economics is a fairly natural thing to 
me,” Fisher said, after he recently returned from 
a three week trip to the former Soviet republic 
of Uzbekistan.

The professor, who grew up in the small town 
of Mt. Vernon, Wash., got his initial experience in 
agricultural economics growing up on a farm in 
the foothills of the Cascade Mountains.

Fisher’s father worked in construction, and 
passed his interest in machinery onto his son.

“By the time I was nine or 10, my dad put me 
on one of those D-8 Cat [bulldozers],” he said. 
“Even now, every time I see a piece of machinery 
around, I want to ride it.”

After he graduated from high school, Fisher 
decided to pursue other interests.

“I come from a really strong Christian home,” 
he said. “My parents were both Christians, and my 
mother was an extremely gifted Bible teacher.”

He entered school at Moody Bible Institute 
in Chicago.

“It was a real experience,” Fisher said. “I had 
never been outside ofWashington, never lived in 
a city. My roommate was a farm boy from Kansas.

“He was absolutely no help to me, or I to him. 
We were just trying not to get killed, because we 
were fairly sure we would.”

After the death of his grandmother, Fisher re
turned to Washington, where he eventually de
cided to pursue a degree in agricultural eco
nomics at Washington State University.

“I was one of those students who crammed 
their four-year degrees into seven years,” he said.

But after years of working and paying medical

bills incurred by a benign brain tumor, Fisher 
ear ned his bachelor’s degree, and went on to pur
sue graduate work at Michigan State University.

This year, Fisher gained a rare opportunity 
to travel when he was asked by a former A&M 
student to be an economics consultant in 
Andijon, Uzbekistan.

“It’s about as deeply buried in central Asia as 
you can get,” Fisher said, gesturing toward a 
small map of the former Soviet Union.

The Uzbek government is trying to make the 
transition from Soviet communism to a free mar
ket economy.

“It’s a very difficult move for (the Uzbeks),” 
Fisher said. “It’s such a quantum leap. All of their 
production decisions were made in Moscow, and 
now they have to discover everything again.” 
Fisher said he encountered only enthusiasm 
from the Uzbek citizens.

“I thought I’d run into any number of hard
line communists,” he said. “But there was ab
solutely none of that. They were very kind.”

Fisher is now back in College Station, where 
he has lived with his family for 17 years.

“I love it here,” he said. “The school spirit, the 
friendly people... This has been a good place for 
me professionally and for my family.”

His two children both graduated from A&M. 
His son, Brian, a pastor at Grace Bible Church, 
still lives in College Station.

Fisher’s only complaint: the hot Texas summers.
“I’m used to being able to see snow-capped 

mountains in the distance,” he said. “I won’t ever 
get over that.

“But I enjoy it here. I just can’t see ever leav
ing Texas.”

LAST WEEK

A FEW QUICK CLASSES 

4.0 & Go Tutoring
Located at 2501 S. Tex Ave D-103

The week of September 8-12

Acct 230
Prac Prob 

Wed Sept 10 
Tpm-lOpm

Prac Prob 
Thu Sept 11 
7pm-10pin

Both of these Reviews are the same thing. You 
may attend either night 

NEW LOCATION!
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846-TUTOR 
(8886)

Look for our ads on Mondays and Thursdays

CLINIQUE
FREE 8-PIECE GIFT

Yours with any Clinique purchase of $15 or more
8-piece gift includes:
Self Calming moisture mask
Dramatically Different moisturizing lotion
City Base foundation, SPF 15 in Porcelain Beige
Smudge Shadowllner in Browner
Different lipstick in Think Bronze
Glosswear, SPF 8 in Cocoplum
Daily Wash shampoo
Hairbrush with mirror
One per customer please, while supplies last.
100% Allergy Tested, fragrance free.
Now you can also reach us at our Web Site address: 
http://www.clinique.com

NEW! Superbalanced Makeup
The great equalizer for combination skin. 
Adds moisture, subtracts oil. 1.0 oz. 15.50.

FOLEY'S
ORDER ANY TIME TOLL-FREE: 1-800-472-6437

http://www.startel.net/treehouse/
http://www.clinique.com

