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Fatal accidents increase 
on small Texas highways

DALLAS (AP) —The rural roads of Texas are be­
coming deadlier, and law enforcement officials say 
they do not know why.

In Waller County, 15 people were killed last year, 
compared with three in 1995 — a 400 percent in­
crease in the 25,000-person county just northwest 
of Houston. The jump was one of the highest in the 
state for counties with more than 10 fatalities.

“Last year was just outrageous,’’ Waller County 
Sheriff Randy Smith told The Dallas Morning News 
in Sunday’s editions. “I really don’t know why, but 
we had a lot of three- and four-people accidents. 
We’ve never had a year that high.”

a None of these seem to
make sense. A lot of the 
fatalities were on rural roads 
where we don’t have a lot of 
traffic.”

Brent Button 
Hill County Sheriff

Although fatalities increased on all Texas roads last 
year, rural county roads and two-lane state and U.S. 
highways posted the biggest jumps. Some speculate 
that the death rate was influenced by a 1996 increase 
in speed limits on many roads to 70 mph.

According to county-by-county traffic statis­
tics recently compiled by the Texas Department 
of Public Safety, fatalities more than doubled last 
year in 15 Texas counties with more than 10 traf­
fic deaths in 1996. Those counties are Bowie, 
Brown, Cooke, Eastland, Galveston, Hill, Hood, 
Jim Wells, Kaufman, Madison, Palo Pinto, Polk, 
Taylor, Waller and Washington.

“None of these seem to make sense,” said 
Sheriff Brent Button of Hill County, where fatal­
ities rose from nine in 1995 to 31 in 1996. “A lot 
of the fatalities were on rural roads where we 
don’t have a lot of traffic.”

Harris County remains Texas’ leader in fatalities 
with 366 in 1996. That represents a 21 percent in­
crease over 1995, when the home county of Hous­
ton led the state with 302 fatalities.

Dallas County followed last year with 270 fatal­
ities, a 9 percent rise over its 247 fatalities in 1995. 
Tarrant Country saw a decrease, from 135 in 1995 
to 126 last year.

Statewide, 3,738 people were killed on Texas 
roads in 1996, an increase of almost 18 percent.

Despite the increases, state and county officials 
are reluctant to establish a cause-and-effect rela­
tionship between speed and deaths just yet. They 
say there were a number of factors besides speed: 
Alcohol, traffic congestion, economics and increas­
ingly hostile drivers.

“It’s difficult to put a finger on it at this time,” 
said Jim Templeton, manager of the accident 
records bureau for the Department of Public 
Safety. "The type of study needed to determine a 
cause-and-effect relationship requires certain 
data that we don’t yet have.”
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Dr. Dusan Djuric, a Professor of meterology and a member of the 
Chess Club practices Sunday afternoon. TAMU Chess Club meets Sund:" fron 
1 - 5 p.m. at Rudder Tower. sco.
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Costs of workplace injuries rise
Expenses now rival those of heart disease and cancer

CHICAGO (AP) - Job-related 
injuries and illnesses are more 
common than most people be­
lieve, costing the nation far more 
than AIDS or Alzheimer’s disease 
and at least as much as cancer or 
heart disease, a new report says.

“Occupational injuries and ill­
nesses are an insufficiently ap­
preciated contributor to the total 
burden of health care costs in the 
United States,” researchers say in 
Monday’s issue of the Archives of 
Internal Medicine.

The researchers combined 
many sources of government and 
other data for what they believe 
are the first national estimates of 
job-related injuries and illnesses 
in a single year.

In 1992, about 6,500 Americans 
died and 13.2 million were hurt 
from work-related causes, said the 
researchers, led by J. Paul Leigh of 
the economics department at San 
Jose State University in California.

That toll averages to 18 deaths 
and 36,000 injuries a day, com­
pared with government estimates 
of 17 workers fatally hurt each day 
and 9,000 nonfatally injured.

Occupational illnesses — 
such as lung diseases and lead 
poisoning — caused 60,300 
deaths and 862,200 illnesses in 
1992, the researchers said. That 
averages to 165 deaths and more 
than 2,300 new ailments daily, 
compared to government figures 
of 137 and 1,095 daily in those

categories, respectively.
And the new report probably 

underestimates the totals because 
injuries and illnesses are under­
counted, the researchers said.

^ ^ The magnitude 

of the occupational 
health burden really 
rivals other major 
problems.”

Dr. Linda Rosenstock 
Director of National 

Institute for Occupational 
Safety and Health

In all, the direct costs of in­
juries and illnesses totaled $65 
billion in 1992 ($178 million a 
day), the researchers said. Indi­
rect costs — including lost wages 
— were $106 billion ($290 million 
a day), they said. That made the 
total $171 billion that year ($468 
million a day.)

That is far more than the 1992 
cost of AIDS, which was $30 billion, 
excluding the costs of administrat­
ing worker’s compensation, Social 
Security or health insurance bene­
fits. Occupational injuries and ill­

nesses were $155 billion, excluding 
those administrative costs, the re­
searchers said.

Similarly, the direct and indirect 
economic burden of Alzheimer’s 
disease in 1992 was much less than 
work-related deaths and injuries. 
Alzheimer’s totaled $67.3 billion, 
including administrative costs, the 
researchers said.

And for heart and all other 
blood-vessel diseases, the total 
was $164.3 billion. For cancer, it 
was $170.7 billion. For muscu­
loskeletal diseases, such as 
arthritis and osteoporosis, it was 
$149 billion, researchers said.

“The authors make a veiy good 
case that the magnitude of the oc­
cupational health burden really ri­
vals other major problems,” said 
Dr. Linda Rosenstock, director of 
the National Institute for Occupa­
tional Safety and Health.

Her agency, part of the Cen­
ters for Disease Control and Pre­
vention, helped pay for the re­
search but did not have a hand in 
its design or conclusions, and 
she was not involved in the work.

She said the report should en­
courage the nation to put a greater 
emphasis on workplace safety.

“We have tools for prevention 
here, in the workplace, that 
sometimes just don’t exist for oth­
er illnesses,” she said by tele­
phone from Washington. “These 
are all inherently preventable ill­
nesses and injuries.”

Aggie Roadrunners: There will be a 
daily run of 2-3 miles beginning at 7 
p.m. in front of G. Rollie White. Run­
ners of all levels are encouraged to 
attend. For more information call 
Hank Bullinger at 821-6339.

Texas A&M Women’s Rugby:
There will be practice from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at the TAMU Rugby Field. 
No experience is necessary. For 
more information contact Wendy at 
696-9012.

Tuesday

TAMU Waterski Team: There will be 
a general meeting at 8:30 p.m. at 
Fitzwilly’s. For more information call 
Mike Coyle at 268-2076.

Aggie Roadrunners: There will be 
a daily run of 2-3 miles beginning 
at 7 p.m. in front of G. Rollie White.

Runners of all levels are encour­
aged to attend. For more informa­
tion call Hank Bullinger at 821- 
6339.

Wednesday

Aggie Roadrunners: There will be a 
daily run of 2-3 miles beginning at 7 
p.m. in front of G. Rollie White. Run­
ners of all levels are encouraged to 
attend. For more information call 
Hank Bullinger at 821-6339.

Texas A&M Women’s Rugby:
There will be practice from 6 p.m. 
to 8 p.m. at the TAMU Rugby Field. 
No experience is necessary. For 
more information contact Wendy at 
696-9012.

Texas Aggie Brew Club: There will be 
a meeting about beer and brewing at 
Carney’s Pub at 7 p.m. For more in­
formation contact Abel at 845-5236 
or abelmann@iname.com.

Thursday

Aggie Roadrunners: There wil 
daily run of 2-3 miles beginning! 
p.m. in front of G. Rollie W 
ners of all levels are encourage: 
attend. For more information 
Hank Bullinger at 821-6339

Texas A&M Women’s Rugby: Is
will be practice from 6 p.m. 
at the TAMU Rugby Field. Noei: 
ence is necessary. For more 
mation contact Wendy at 696-9(1
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Weather Outlook
WEDNESDAY

Partly Cloudy 
High: 95° 
Low: 75°

THURSDAY FRIDAY
Thunderstorms 
High: 94°
Low: 75°

Partly Cloudy 
High: 95° 
Low: 74°
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That’s 34c* 
a day & 
includes all 
the benefits 
of Cable TV

TCA CABLE TV VIEWERS ENJOY:
• Top cable channels; local news, weather and sports
• Additional outlets at no extra monthly charge
• One monthly bill; no long-term contracts to sign
• No expensive equipment to purchase
• Local installation; guaranteed on-time service calls
• Upgrade to optional channel packages at any time

The Best Entertainment 
Value In Town!

Call today!
846-2229 '

• Does not include applicable taxes. 4114 E. 29th St. • Bryan, TX

MSC Barber Shop
Serving All Aggies!

Cuts and Styles 
All Corp Cuts $7. 

Regular cuts start at .1

846-0629

Open: Mon. - Fri. 8-5
Located in the basement of the Memorial Student Center

The Battalion’s now offering 
access to The WIRE

A 24-hour, multimedia news service 
for the Internet from The Associated Press

The WIRE provides continuously updated news coverage 
from one of the world’s oldest, largest news services via 
The Battalion’s web page.

• A comprehensive, up-to-the-minute news report combining 
the latest AP stories with photos, graphics, sound and video.

• Headlines and bulletins delivered as soon as news breaks.

http://bat-web.tamu.edu
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Stew Milne, Editor in Chief
Helen Clancy, Managing Editor 
John LeBas, City Editor 
April Towery, Lifestyles Editor
Kristina Buffin, Sports Editor 
James Francis, Opinion Editor

Jody Holley, Night News Editor 
Tim Moog, Photo Editor 
Brad Graeber, Graphics Editor 
Joey Schlueter, Radio Editor 
David Friesenhahn, Web Editor

Staff Members

Cnv- Assistant Editors: Erica Roy & Matt Weber; 
Reporters: Michelle Newman, Joey Schlueter & 
Jenara Kocks; Copy Editor: Jennifer Jones 
Lifestyles- Rhonda Reinhart, Keith McPhail, 
Jenny Vrnak & Wesley Brown 
Sports- Matt Mitchell, Jeremy Furtick & 
Travis Dabney
Opinion- John Lemons, Stephen Llano, Robby Ray, 
Mandy Cater, Leonard Callaway, Chris Brooks, 
Dan Cone, Jack Harvey & General Franklin

Night News- Assistant Editor: Joshua Miller 
Photo- Derek Demere, Robert McKay, W 
Angkriwan & Pat James 
Graphics- Ouatro Oakley, Chad MallaniS 
Ed Goodwin
Radio- Will Hodges, Missy Kemp, Amy Mo#fi 
Michelle Snyder & Karina Trevino 
Web- Craig Pauli
Office Staf- Stacy Labay, Christy ClowdY 
Mandy Cater
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