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Bill would speed up adoptions
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AUSTIN (AP) — Lawmakers 
and Gov. George W. Bush joined 
forces Thursday to push legisla
tion designed to speed up adop
tions in Texas.

Bush and the legislators said the 
children deserve no less than quick 
placement in good homes.

“Adoption is the loving option. 
Adoption means a brighter future 
for thousands of Texas children,” 
Bush said.

He said the adoption reform bill 
says to children, “Texas wants to 
help find you a loving home as fast 
as we can and as compassionately 
as possible. The proposed laws say 
to prospective parents, ‘We want 
you to adopt, we encourage you, 
and we will make it easier for you to 
adopt a child in Texas.’”

A study by a special gubernator
ial task force said that in April 1996, 
the Texas Department of Protective 
and Regulatory Services — the 
state’s child welfare agency — re

ported nearly 12,000 children were 
in foster care. Of those, nearly 1,400 
were legally free for adoption.

However, it said, while improve
ments had been made in the child 
welfare system, many children spent 
far too long in foster care before be
ing permanently placed in homes.

Statistics for the 1991-1995 fiscal 
years showed children who were 
adopted spent an average of 40.8 
months in the system before the 
adoption was completed. Those 
children averaged four temporary 
placements before adoption.

Lawmakers said the bill to be 
considered would put children into 
adoptive homes earlier, shorten the 
time needed to terminate parental 
rights and finalize adoptions and 
provide more security that adop
tions won’t later be challenged.

Sen. Judith Zaffirini, D-Laredo, 
the chief sponsor of the bill, said it 
is important to get children into 
adoptive homes quicker.

“What we have learnedov 
the years is that the greatestprol 
lem related to foster care is 
the children age out of 
process,” Mrs. Zaffirini sai 
“They move from foster home 
foster home and finally they ared 
age and ... they are out on 
street. We are going to stopths 

Sen. Florence Shapiro,
Plano, a cosponsor, said themes 
----  will make Texas a L “

md bl
sure
place for children and adoptii 
parents. ?

“For too long, Texas has bee 
dubbed an unfriendly adoptio 
state. Too many of our constitueni
have decided to go not onlyoun ByJoey J
state to adopt children, but 
the country,” she said.

lawmakers said they expectedtb 
bill to speed through the legislature 

“We already have the votes
pass the bill,” said Mrs. Zaffirini tes the (
who has 26 cosponsors inthell 
member chamber.

Property tax plan raises talk of overhau
AUSTIN (AP) — Gov. George W 

Bush’s call to lower local school prop
erty taxes has raised talk of overhaul
ing the state’s 70-year-old tax system.

Rep. Paul Sadler, D-Henderson, 
chair of the committee consider
ing Bush’s plan, said Thursday he’s 
excited about the prospects of 
scouring the nearly three-inch- 
thick state tax code.

Sadler is leading the charge to re
view every state tax—and every tax 
exemption — to determine which 
should stay, which should be 
changed and which should go.

“Don’t you like that idea?” he 
asked. “I do.”

Rep. Ric Williamson, R-Weather
ford, a member of the House Select 
Committee on Revenue and Public 
Education Funding, called the ef
fort a sunset on the tax code.

“Isn’t it interesting what the light 
ofday exposes?” Williamson asked as 
the committee looked at tax exemp
tions, some as old as state taxation.

“Many of these exemptions have 
been in existence for 70 years,” 
Williamson said. “In hindsight, one 
might say these exemptions might 
not deserve continuation. They 
might have deserved continuation 
in 1921.”

Williamson and others credit 
Bush for starting the debate that 
has led to the review of all state tax
es and tax exemptions.

For his part, Bush remained op
timistic about chances 
for school tax relief, and 
said the lawmakers’ in
quiries only will help 
reach that goal.

“I tell you, we’re making 
good progress on the is
sue,” he said. “They are go
ing to look at all kinds of 
ways on how to achieve 
the objectives of cutting 
school taxes. ... It’s a 
healthy debate for Texas.”

Gov. Bush

cents per $ 100 valuation on residat 
tial property and $1 per $100 valin 
tion on all other property. Theii 
would be no exemptions undertb 
plan, which has not been formal 

voted on nor adopted.
That tax plan — com 

bined with $18 billion ii 
state funds set to bespei 
on education in the 
99 budget years — si 
would leave more monei 
for the state to cometij 
with in order to reach thf 
total $38 billion schedulec 
to be spent on education. 

To get there, the Housf

For nearly two years Bush has 
said local school property taxes are 
too high.

In January, the governor proposed 
a new business tax, an increase to the 
state sales tax and motor vehicle tax 
and the use of $1 billion in addition
al state funds to lower local school 
taxes by $3 billion a year.

Members of the House commit
tee have set Bush’s plan aside for now.

One idea being considered would 
lower school property taxes by $3.6 
billion a year. To do this, local school 
property taxes would be cut to 50

committee is looking first at taxer 
emptions. Millions in potentialtai 
dollars aren’t collected each yeai 
because of tax exemptions.

The committee has all but it 
cided to leave food and medicim 
untaxed and some social welfare 
church and civic groups exempi 
from some taxes. All other statetas 
exemptions are being considered

Rep. Kim Brimer, R-Kennedalf 
and a member of the committee 
says some will have to go. “We neec 
to look at ways to broaden & 
scope. That starts with exemp
tions,” he said.
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Super Shrub Sale
•Red Tip Photinia •Burford Holly 
•Waxleaf Ligusfrrum •Nandina Domestica 
•Dwarf Pittosporum 
•Dwarf Yaupon Holly
Gallon.
Reg. 3.99...............................

landina Domestica

2.99
Beautiful 

i-FatNon-Fatent 
ROSES
Over 40 beautiful 
varieties to choose
from. 3 Gallon.
Reg. 9.99

7.99
Geraniums
Colorful blooms for 
porch or patio.
6" Pot.

3.99
Salvia “May Night
('Mainach')
A member of the large mint 
family. Fragrant flowers 
with a long blooming 
season. Loves the sun.
Gallon. Reg. 6.99

,,------- ----------1. ^

'-x . • '/■ ■ fzf ?
'Cofopfewentsf 4.99

Tomato
Plants
Jumbo 6 Pk. 
Reg. 2.497
Grass Plugs
•St. Augustine 
•El Toro Zoysia ^
Tray of 1 8 plugs

4.99
Perennial 
Riant of 

1997

Perma-Gro 
Weed & Feed
1 6-6-1 2 formula.
40 lbs. covers

M”“"\2fo?201 2.99 ea or....

•Top Soil 
•Cow Manure

Perma-Gro Soil 
Conditioners
•Organic 

Bark Mulch 3 cu. ft 
•Premium 
Planter Mix 1 cu. ft.

3.99 ea or

40 lb. Reg. 1.29. 99s 3foflO
SALE ENDS 3/10/97 ‘SELECTION AMY VARY BY STORE. WHILE 
QUANTITIES LAST. STORE HOURS AA-F 9-7 *SAT 8-7 *SUN 9-6
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