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Lt. Gov. faces accusations 
of illegal fund raising

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — A vice president of a state 
university says he was coerced into donating money to 
Lt. Gov. Bob Bullock’s campaign and later was demot
ed when he refused to comply with a system-wide 
fund-raising effort for Bullock.

In total, higher education officials in Texas have con
tributed $170,850 to Bullock's campaigns since 1992, 
the San Antonio Express-News re
ported in a copyright story Sunday.

The newspaper’s survey of 
Texas Ethics Commission records 
found contributions to Bullock 
from 122 university presidents, 
vice presidents, deans, current and 
former regents, and spouses of 
high-ranking officials.

Bullock, who has raised more 
than $10 million in the past five Bullock 
years, presides over the Senate and 
wields much influence over how state money is used, 
including funding for state universities.

Campaign records on file with the state show that 
checks came in from officials at 14 of the 15 campuses in 
the University of Texas System.

On the same days each year, the Friends of the Uni
versity Political Action Committee and its directors re
ceived $38,050 in donations, with the largest chunk go
ing to Bullock.

Contributions also came from regents and officials 
from the Waco-based Texas State Technical College sys
tem, a Texas A&M official, and two members of the 
Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board.

The contributions came to light after Jude Valdez, 
University ofTexas at San Antonio vice president for ex
tended education, filed a federal civil-rights lawsuit 
against campus President Samuel Kirkpatrick.

According to the suit, Kirkpatrick told Valdez to write 
a check for at least $100 to a political candidate who is 
not identified in the lawsuit. Valdez complied in 1992, 
but in 1993, when his check was late, he was effective
ly demoted, the lawsuit says.

Larry Daves, Valdez’ attorney, said the money went 
to Bullock as part of a systemwide drive that began 
when UT System Chancellor William Cunningham 
took office.

“It’s particularly offensive to me then that someone, 
just because of their status as a public employee, could 
be required to make contributions to particular politi
cal candidates,” Daves said.

Cunningham released a statement Sunday denying 
he pressured any system employee into supporting any 
political candidate. He said he knew of no instance in 
which he or his staff used state property or resources to 
support any candidate.

His statement continued, “I am also confident that 
none of the presidents of the U.T. System component in
stitutions has pressured any of their employees in an ef
fort to support candidates or elected officials.”

Kirkpatrick, who has given $1,325 to Bullock since 
1992, denied that he coerced Valdez.

He said he talked “in general” about campaigns with 
his vice presidents and other high-ranking school offi
cials, who gave Bullock a total of $4,075.

Bullock, a Democrat, was elected lieutenant gover
nor in 1990 and re-elected in 1994. He could not be 
reached for comment. Spokesman Tony Proffitt said 
the Bullock campaign typically receives about 3,000 
contributions a month and does not track the dates of 
donations from organized groups.

“Of course he wouldn’t condone anything but a vol
untary contribution,” Proffitt said.

Ed Sharpe, a UT-Austin vice president and special 
consultant to Cunningham, told the Express-News that 
details of the Bullock drive spread by word of mouth 
among campus officials.

UT-Austin administrators “could either send them 
(checks) in directly, or provide them to someone. In 
one case, it was me,” Sharpe said. “It is something 
that is completely voluntary.”

Using state time and resources to work on a cam
paign is prohibited by state law and UT System 
policies. University ofTexas rules forbid employees 
from coercing students, staff or faculty to take part 
in politics.

Violators could be terminated. They also could face 
misdemeanor or felony charges, said Karen Lundquist, 
general counsel of the Texas Ethics Commission.

Of Texas’ five university systems, UT is the largest, 
with nine academic campuses and six medical school 
campuses. Total enrollment exceeds 150,000 students.

► The Routier Case

Family leaves keepsakes behind
DALLAS (AP) — Investigators in the murders of 

Darlie Routier’s sons say some mementos left be
hind in the attic of the family home point to a lack 
of interest in the boys on Routier’s part.

In November, as detectives finished up their work 
in the Rowlett home where Devon and Damon

Devon & Damon Routier stick out their tongues in 
a 1995 family photo.

Routier were killed June 6, they found some boxes 
in the attic.

By then, the house had been repossessed and 
everything from the leather sofa to the big-screen 
TV had been cleared out.

Investigator Mike Bosillo, who works for the Dal
las County district attorney's office, said he was sur
prised by what he found.

“I couldn’t believe it,” Bosillo said. “They had 
boxes of baby pictures. Little trinkets, little toys, lit
tle baby clothes — the first pictures they take in the 
hospital after your baby’s born.

“They were up in the attic — totally abandoned.”
Bosillo said he spent two hours in the attic going 

through everything.
“It just became much clearer to me that these 

children were disposable to them,” Bosillo said. 
“Those pictures are the first things I would have tak
en out of that house. I would have had those pic
tures in my possession day and night. I would damn 
near sleep with them, and yet here they were up in 
this cold attic like so much garbage.”

For Bosillo and prosecutors, the photos came 
to represent Routier’s lack of grief for her mur
dered children.

Routier was convicted earlier this month of 
killing 5-year-old Damon. Sentenced to death last 
week in that case, she probably will not stand trial 
in the death of 6-year-old Devon.

Routier’s mother, Darlie Kee, said her son-in-law, 
Darin Routier, just overlooked the boxes. She said the 
belongings are important to the family and would not 
be deliberately left behind or thrown away.

“Whatever Was in those boxes, we got them now,” 
she said. “We have everything now.”

Kee, however, agreed that the boys have some
how become lost amid the tumult of Routier’s arrest 
and trial.

“Because we have had to fight so hard for Darlie, 
everything has been put on hold,” she said. “We 
have to start dealing with our grief for them.”
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Undergraduate Student Requirements:
1. You must be a degree seeking student and have a total of §5 credit hours reflected on the Texas

A&M University Student Information Management System. (A passed course, which is repeated 
and passed, cannot count as additional credit hours.)

2. 30 credit hours must have been completed in residence atTexasA&M University, providing that pri
or to January 1,1994, you were registered atTexasA&M University and successfully completed 
a fall/spring semester or summer term (I and II or 10 weeks) as a full-time student in good standing 
(as defined in the University catalog).

60 credit hours must have been completed in residence atTexasA&M University if your first semes
ter at Texas A&M University was January 1994 or thereafter, or if you do not qualify under the suc
cessful semester requirement. Should your degree be conferred with less than 60 resident cred
its, this requirement will be waived after your degree is posted on the Student Information 
Management System.

3. You must have a 2J2 cumulative GPR at Texas A&M University.
4. You must be in good standing with the University, including no registration or transcript blocks for 

past due fees, loans, parking tickets, returned checks, etc.
Graduate Student Requirements

It you are a May 1997 degree candidate and you do not have an Aggie ring from a prior degree, 
you may place an order after you meet the following requirements:

1. Your degree is conferred and posted on the Texas A&M University Student Information 
Management System; and

2. You are in good standing with the University, including no registration or transcript blocks for past 
due fees, loans, parking tickets, returned checks, etc.

If you have completed'all of your degree requirements and can obtain a “Letter of Completion”
from the Office of Graduate Studies, the original letter of completion, with the seal, may be
presented to the Ring Office in lieu of your degree being posted.

Procedure To Order A Ring:
1. If you meet all of the above requirements, you must visit the Ring Office no later than Wednes

day, February 12,1997 to complete the application for eligibility verification.

2.If your application is approved and you wish to receive your ring on April 22,1997, you must re
turn and pay in full by cash, check, money order, or your personal Visa or Mastercard (with 
your name imprinted) no later than February 14,1997.

Men’s 10K-$314.00 14K-$428.00
Women’s 10K-$174.00 14K-$206.00

Add $8.00 for Class of ‘96 or before.
The ring delivery date is April 22, 1997.

Co-op Career Fair
February 10 and ll

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL OF HONOR SOCIETIES
PRESENTS

HONORS AWARENESS WEEK
February 10 Zachry

LAMBDA SIGMA-SOPHOMORE HONOR SOCIETY 
PHI ETA SIGMA-FRESHMAN HONOR SOCIETY

February 11_____ Biochemistry Bldg.
TAU KAPPA-JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY

February 12_______ MSC
GOLDEN KEY NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY 

TAU KAPPA-JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY
February 13_______ MSC

HONORS STUDENT COUNCIL 
CAP AND GOWN-SENIOR HONOR SOCIETY

Wednesday the 12th is Honors Awareness T-shirt Day. Wear an Honors T-shirt!

COME CHECK OUT THE DIFFERENT HONOR SOCIETIES!

5M!


