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Ditka confirms he will return to NFL to coach Saints Coleman
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Mike Ditka con­

firmed he will return to the NFL as the new 
coach of the New Orleans Saints, saying 
“I’m going to climb the mountain one 
more time.”

“It’s going to be fun,” Ditka said during 
Sunday’s Super Bowl game, the Chicago Sun- 
Times reported.

Earlier Sunday, Ditka ran into one of his 
old Bears’ quarterbacks, the Colt’s Jim Har-

baugh, and talked about his new job, the 
Chicago Tribune reported.

“He was happy, excited,” Harbaugh told the 
Tribune. “He said, ‘We’re going to do it right this 
time,”’ Harbaugh was quoted as saying.

A highly placed NFL source told The Asso­
ciated Press that Ditka will become the Saints 
coach this week.

Asked while walking onto the field for the 
pregame ceremonies if he would like to coach

the Saints, Ditka responded with a quick, 
“Yes.” After the ceremony, NFL officials 
rushed Ditka off, refusing to allow him to 
comment further.

Ditka, who quit his job as a television com­
mentator on Saturday, was picked after gen­
eral manager Bill Kuharich lobbied strongly 
for him, the NFL source said.

“Bill Kuharich has convinced (Saints owner) 
Tom Benson that Mike Ditka is the right man to

coach the Saints and help bring the crowds back 
to the Superdome,” the source said.

Kuharich will remain with the team as 
president and general manager, according to 
the source.

Kuharich did not return calls after mes­
sages were left on his answering machine on 
Sunday. Benson declined comment.

The announcement from the Saints was 
expected early in the week.
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