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Scientists link 
schizophrenia 
gene, nicotine

WASHINGTON (AP) — Scien
tists have located a gene that may 
increase the risk of inheriting 
schizophrenia — a finding that 
could also explain why many 
schizophrenics chain smoke.

Essentially, nicotine appears to 
override briefly a brain defect 
characteristic of the devastating 
mental illness, providing frenzied 
patients a few minutes of calm, re
searchers report in Tuesday’s edi
tion of Proceedings of the Nation
al Academy of Sciences.

“Schizophrenics are the most 
heavy smokers of any psychotic pa
tients,” Dr. Robert Freedman of the 
Denver Veterans Affairs Medical 
Center said. “They had discovered 
this (effect) before we had, and it 
had been overlooked as a clue to the 
biology of schizophrenia.”

At issue is the inability of many 
schizophrenics to filter out unnec
essary sights, sounds and other 
stimuli — that tapping tree branch 
or the refrigerator hum that healthy 
people can ignore — so they essen
tially suffer information overload.

Freedman and colleagues at 
the University of Colorado discov
ered that this trait is inherited. 
They linked a gene that appears 
responsible for that to a brain re
ceptor which helps filter informa
tion, a receptor that can be stim
ulated by nicotine.

Schizophrenics who smoke 
get enough nicotine to switch 
on this receptor for brief relief, 
Freedman said.

. “All the patients report they feel 
great after a cigarette,” he said.

Gershon said while Freedman 
has strong evidence linking this 
schizophrenia trait to the nico
tine receptor gene, he does not 
yet have proof. Freedman has 
not found the gene mutation 
that would cause it.

It is an important step forward 
that points to a potential new target 
for drug therapy, Gershon said.

“We certainly don’t recom
mend people take up smoking to 
try to combat their schizophrenia 
because the effect literally lasts 
just a few minutes” and smoking 
causes killer diseases like lung 
cancer, he said.

The findings are “reassuring to 
family members who wonder why 
their (schizophrenic) children can’t 
stop smoking,” he said.

Aggies Deserve to Feel Good!
Sports Rehabilitation 
Orthopedic Rehabilitation 
Occupational & Motor Vehicle Injuries 
Back & Neck Injuries

2011 A. Villa Maria • Bryan, TX 77802
(409) 776-2225

Floppy Joe's Computer Store
Is Your One Stop Computer Shop! tai

Hardware:
• The Latest Technology
• New Systems or Upgrades
• Service and Installation
• Technical Advice

Software:
• CD ROM Rentals
• All of the Latest Games
• Clip Art and Flow Charts
• Presentation Software
• Resume Programs

One Year Membership
with this coupon or any service. Expires 05-31-97

1705 Texas Avenue in Culpepper Plaza 693-1706 

http: / / www.cs-floppyjoes.com 
Open every night until 9 p.m.

Swing into your job search 
at the Career Center.

Don't Miss Out!!

Register HOW! 1st Deadline for 
on-campus interviews 

is January 23rd

http://aggienet.tamu.edu/cctr
For more information, contact the 

TAMU Career Center 
Suite 209 Koldus Building, 845-5139.

Do You Have Panic Attacks?
Freedom Research, Inc. is seeldng volunteers for a 12-week research 

study of an investigational medication for panic 
disorder. You must be 18-65 years old in good health.

Abu may be paid up to $200 for your participation in the study.

For more information call:

229-0049

Let’s
Talk

For Information 
call or visit 

1:00 to 5:00 
Monday-F riday
707 Texas Ave. 

Suite 210 Bldg. D

En9lissSSecondEn9uage 696-6583
Conversational __ u
English Classes ™ .1

For student, staff, family
•

Beginning, inter
mediate, advanced
Small group lessons

r !l
II"!

707 Texas Ave 
Campus

THROUGH THE BIBLE IN 6 WEEKS? 
Impossible? - NOT!

SEE THROUGH THE SCRIPTURES
• gives you the big picture and full sweep;
• the story line and major themes;
• a framework for further study.

lues. 1/21 MSC 205 lues. 1/28 MSC 230
, lues. 2/4 & 2/11 MSC 205

lues. 2/18 MSC 230 %
*Thursday 2/27 Rudder 707

No pressure, joining, obligation 
North Americans & Internationals welcome

Call 846-6687 for more info.
Sponsored by All Nations Christian Center/ Lutheran Student Fellowship

AS SEEN ON C»S NEWS “48 HOURS”
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► * PER PERSON DEPENDING ON DESTINATION I BREAK DATES / LENGTH OF STAY.

v 1-800-SUNCHASE
* TOLL FREE INFORMATION & RESERVATIONS 

HIT THE WEB AT: http^/www.sunchase.com

http://www.cs-floppyjoes.com
http://aggienet.tamu.edu/cctr
http://www.sunchase.com

