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Same rivalry, different conference
With little time to thaw, Aggies prepare for Texas

By Matt Mitchell 
The Battalion

Fresh off their extended stay in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, the Texas A&M Men’s Basketball 
Team returns to Aggieland to find a thawing 
campus and and archrival Texas waiting for 
them. Neither prospect is very pleasant.

The Aggies will tip-off the first game of the 
new semester at 8:00 Wednesday night against 
the Longhorns in G. Rollie White Coliseum.

“We really ran into some bad weather and 
were stranded for two days,” A&M Head 
Coach Tony Barone said. “It creates a bit of a 
problem for you because your kids are condi­
tioned and we didn’t have a chance to work 
out. Hopefully, the emotion of playing Texas 
will get us back to where we need to be.”

The Aggie cagers are coming off a disap­
pointing stretch that has seen them lose six 
straight games after starting the season 6-1. 
Texas rumbles into College Station fresh off a 
104-68 pounding of Kansas State Sunday, tot­
ing a record of 8-4 and a Top 25 Ranking. 
Three of those losses have come against high­
ly-regarded teams, however, including 
Kansas, Providence, and Arizona.

“They’re a well-coached team that plays an 
up-tempo game, and you really have to con­
tain their perimeter guys and not let them get 
a lot of easy baskets,” Barone said. “We don’t 
want to turn the ball over against them, be­
cause they’re pretty good at turning turnovers 
into baskets.”

Because of their four-day hiatus in Lincoln, 
the Aggies have been able to practice only 
once in real preparation for tonight’s game.

Barone says this lack of preparation is cer­
tainly undesirable, but certain fundamentals 
are the key against Texas.

“It hurts you from the standpoint of not 
having more than one workout,” Barone said. 
“But the reality is that you have to do some 
things against Texas, whether you practice 
them or not, that take place during the game. 
You’ve got to get back on defense, you’ve got 
to guard their three-point shooters, you’ve got 
to contain (senior guard Reggie) Freeman. All 
those things are things you have to do.”

Texas’ up-tempo, run-and-gun style is trig­
gered by a swarming, trapping defense that 
forces opponents into turnovers, resulting in 
easy transition baskets for the ‘Horns. Freeman 
has posted All-America numbers this season, av­
eraging over 20 points a game. A&M Freshman 
guard Jerald Brown, himself a notable scorer of 
late, will draw the assignment of guarding the 
explosive Freeman most of the game.

“I’m looking forward to playing against 
him,” Brown said. “NBA status or whatever, I 
look at it as another man in a rust-orange jer­
sey to go out and beat.”

But Freeman is only one of a bevy of tal­
ented players on the Longhorns’ roster, each 
capable of shooting lights the out on any giv­
en night. Case in point: senior swingman A1 
Coleman, who nailed a school record 10 of 14 
trifectas against K-State.

The Aggies have been heading in the oppo­
site direction of late, losing close games to Baylor 
(69-66) and Nebraska (74-72). But Brown says 
the team has not gotten down on itself, despite 
their recent string of bad luck.

See Aggies, Page 11
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A&M point guard Derrick Hart bangs up 
against Texas' Brandy Perryman last year.

Lady Aggies hope to cun 
turnover ails against Texas

By Kristina Buffin 
The Battalion

The Texas A&M Women’s Bas­
ketball Team (6-7, 0-3) has shown 
flashes of brilliance in its current 
four-game slide, but inconsistent 
play and turnovers have quickly 
extinguished 
those sparks.

The Lady 
Aggies travel to 
Austin tonight 
to face the Uni­
versity of Texas 
Longhorns (8- 
3, 2-1) in hopes 
of collecting 
their first Big 12 Tucker 
Conference win
of the season in the annual 
grudge match.

A&M’s loss to the University of 
Nebraska Saturday night was in a 
large part due to turnovers. The 
Lady Aggies turned the ball over 
39 times — a season high.

Senior guard Lana Tucker said 
although some of the turnovers 
are due to the players attacking 
the basket more, unnecessary 
turnovers are still occurring.

“It has been mainly our 
turnovers in the last six games,”

Tucker said. "We are alsogetq 
no shot opportunities andkef 
making turnovers. Even agains 
bad team, we cannot affordi 
make as many turnovers."

A&M was 1-2 against Texasli 
year, but its sole win was inti 
semifinals of the Southwest Con 
ference Tournament. The Lai 
Aggies went on to capturetk 
SWC crown.

Tucker said Texas is always 
tough team to play, especial 
in Austin.

“The main thing is that weaa 
taking it one game at a time 
Tucker said. “We also want to in 
prove our 0-3 conference record

“Texas always plays hard of 
defense and playing awaywii 
be tough.”

The Lady Aggie freshmen havt 
stepped up their play. Center Jen 
nifer Burrows and forward Ami 
Yates each had nine points 
against Nebraska.

“It is obvious they have im­
proved, but the main thingisad- 
justing to the physical paceoftle 
game,” Tucker said. "They hate 
improved each game, but they 
have to realize that a gameisli 
minutes long and there is no time 
to rest.”

Quiet Davis creates loud impact
By Jeremy Furtick 

The Battalion

Texas A&M’s entrance into the Big 12 was seen as 
an opportunity to improve its recruiting in every 
athletic program. Increased visibility and com­
petition were expected to lure talented players away 

from other schools and other conferences.
So far, the plan has worked.
Sophomore forward Calvin Davis was part of the 

Texas A&M Men’s Basketball Team’s inaugural Big 12 
recruiting class — those first players to sign with the 
Aggies after the school’s decision to join the new su­
per-conference.

Davis, a top-seven prospect in Texas from Killeen 
High School, was named district MVP twice and all- 
state as a senior. Despite being recruited by several 
outstanding colleges including Arizona, Oklahoma 
State, Colorado and Texas, there were several factors 
that drew Davis to A&M.

“A&M had everything the other schools who were 
recruiting me did,” Davis said. “Before joining the Big 
12, they didn’t, but that plus building the new (Reed) 
arena made their future look just as good as anybody’s” 

Davis said being from Killeen, just northwest of 
College Station, also had an impact on his decision.

“I could be closer to home while playing the same 
level of basketball as I could out-of-state,” he said.

Davis signed with A&M accepting the challenge 
to compete against the combined powerhouses of 
the old Big 8 and Southwest Conferences.

Head Coach Tony Barone said Davis quickly 
learned his biggest challenge would be adapting to 
the physical play of the college game.

“Calvin’s biggest problem was learning to take 
the banging,” Barone said. “Especially on defense.

Stew Milne, The Battalion

Sophomore forward Calvin Davis steals the ball 
from a Georgian Southern player Dec. 10.
Division I basketball is a big jump from high 
school, but he’s learned to use his quickness to 
counter the physical play.”

Davis said the nature of college basketball was 
totally different from what he expected.

See Davis, Page 11

After knee injury, Alexander 
begins first season playing hard

By Jeremy Furtick 
The Battalion

Freshmap Kftja Alexander 
sums up her daily motiva­
tion in on^'statement — 
“One play could end it all.”

Alexander, a 5-foot-11-inch 
forward on the Texas A&M 
Women’s Basketball Team, 
earned all-area and all-district 
MVP her sophomore and junior 
year at Whitesboro High School, 
earned a first-team all-state ac­
colades as a junior and was on 
her way to completing a phe­
nomenal four-year career.

However, after signing with 
A&M in November of her senior 
season, tragedy struck.

Alexander, who was averaging 
more than 25 points and 13 re­
bounds a game, suffered a com­
plete tear of the anterior-cruciate 
ligament in her right knee.

The A&M coaching staff was 
genuinely concerned, but Lady 
Aggie Head Coach Candi Har­
vey said the concern was for 
Alexander, not the Aggie’s bas­
ketball future.

“I was very disappointed for 
Kera,” Harvey said. “I felt for her

because she wouldn’t get the op­
portunity to fulfill the hopes and 
dreams of her senior year (in 
high school).

“At that point, her ability to 
fight back and rehab never 
crossed my mind.”

But Alexander did have her ca­
reer in mind.

“I was scared at first,” Alexan­
der said. “Some people were 
telling me it would be two years 
before I could play again. But 
the people I really trusted en­
couraged me and said I could 
make it back sooner if I worked 
hard enough.”

A&M referred Alexander to a pri­
vate physician who arranged her 
surgery and the rehab program.

“When something like this 
happens to one of our players, we 
make sure they get every oppor­
tunity to work back,” Harvey said.

Alexander said the support she 
received from the school sur­
prised her.

“A&M was always very positive 
about the situation,” Alexander 
said. “I had coaches calling all the 
time asking how I felt and if I was 
OK. Even at the point when I 
couldn’t run they were there to

Tim Moog, The BaitaliW

Freshman Kera Alexander
prepares for a free throw.
pick me up and encourage me 
They never let me be negative."

Although the athletic depart 
ment arranged Alexander's 
surgery, Harvey said the ball 
was in Alexander’s court —sh( 
was the only one who could 
bring herself back to the game.

“Kera had a dream to play col­
lege basketball,” Harvey said 
“And after the surgery she com 
mitted herself to the rehab pro 
gram she was given.”

See Alexander, Page 11

Imp row

It’s a funny way to 
start the semester.
Friday, Jan. 17 and Saturday, Jan 18 

Rudder Theatre 9 p.m.
Tickets $4 in advance (msc box office) 

$5 at the door

http.7/http.tamu.edu:8000/~fslip

-TAVCE rT
DEFENSIVE DRIVING ... COMEDY STYLE

Speeding 
Ticket? 

Have The 
Last Laugh!
(And pay only $25 
with this coupon) 

USA Training Company, Inc. 
Aggie owned and operated

V

State-approved Defensive Driving course for ticket 
dismissal and insurance reduction 

Convenient Saturday classes taught at 4.0 & Go Tutoring 
Taught by professional comic Bobby Bernshausen '90

To register, call 778-GRIN (778-4746) 7
Floppy Joe's Computer Store

Is Your One Stop Computer Shop!
Hardware:
• The Latest Technology
• New Systems or Upgrades
• Service and Installation
• Technical Advice

Software:
• CD ROM Rentals
• All of the Latest Games
• Clip Art and Flow Charts
• Presentation Software
• Resume Programs

One Year Membership
with this coupon or any service. Expires 05-31 -97

1705 Texas Avenue in Culpepper Plaza 693-1706 
http: / / www.cs-floppyjoes.com 
Open every night until 9 p.m.

Want to Get Published?

The Texas A&M. University Undergraduate Journal 
of Science publishes student - authored research arti* 
cles, literature reviews, book reviews, articles on the 
history or philosophy of science, and more.

Deadlines are approaching...
Spring Issue: February 1 
Fall Issue: September 8

For more information contact Jason Moore at 862-7714, 
jmoore@tamu.edu
Web site: http://acs.tamu.edu/~ujs/.

Aggies Deserve to Feel Good!
• Sports Rehabilitation
• Orthopedic Rehabilitation
• Occupational & Motor Vehicle Injuries
• Back & Neck Injuries

Sports c> Back 
Oc Clinic

2011 A. Villa Maria • Bryan, TX 77802
(409) 776-2225

http://http.tamu.edu:8000/~fslip
http://www.cs-floppyjoes.com
mailto:jmoore@tamu.edu
http://acs.tamu.edu/~ujs/

