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A&M was unable to copy last 

year’s Sweet 16 appearance, but the 
Lady Aggies feel confident in their 
ability after playing well against the 
Trojans, who were a Top 5 team 
most of the season.

“It was a great team effort,” 
sophomore outside hitter Stacy 
Sykora said. “We played great de
fense. [Michigan State] would 
block our shots straight down, but 
then out of nowhere one of my 
teammates would somehow hit it 
back up. It was our best match 
this season.”

In the first-round of the tourna
ment, the Lady Aggies defeated 
the University of Arkansas at Little
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Stew Milne, The Battalion

unior Farah Mensik (#5) and senior Page White (#4) go up for the 
block against Iowa State Oct. 12.

Rock 15-3, 15-8, 15-4 in G. Rollie 
White Coliseum.

Throughout the season, G. Rollie 
White proved to 
be a safe haven 
for the team.
A&M held a 14-1 
home record, los
ing only to No. 5 
Nebraska Nov. 30.
Average home at
tendance in
creased by 51 
percent this year.
Junior outside 
hitter Kristie 
Smedsrud said 
the fans helped 
the team win.

“[Opponents] 
knew they had a 
lot to deal with 
when they came 
here,” Smedsrud 
said. “Our home court advantage 
was incredible. I think it will be 
even bigger next year, and I would 
like to thank everyone who came 
out and supported us this year.”

In G. Rollie White Sept. 25, the 
Lady Aggies upset the University of 
Texas — ranked fifth at the time — 
16-14, 15-2, 15-12. A&M had not de^ 
feated the Longhorns in three games 
since 1977.

“We came out strong and 
played strong the whole match,” 
junior outside hitter Jennifer Wells 
said. “[The win] boosted our con
fidence and showed that were 
were a great team.”

The win over Texas was part of a 
10-match winning streak that ended 
in Lincoln, Neb., at the hands of the

“It is hard for me to 
rank on a scale from 
one to 10 where my 
pride is for a team. 
Against Michigan 
State, with some of the 
plays they made, I 
came close to tears.”

Laurie Corbelli 
A&M head coach

sixth-ranked and defending national 
champion Cornhuskers. The Lady 
Aggies posted a 9-1 record in the 

first half of con
ference play.

Of their final 10 
conference match
es, the Lady Aggies 
had to play seven 
on the road. The 
team went 4-3 in 
those matches, los
ing its first-place tie 
with Nebraska.

But junior mid
dle blocker Cindy 
VanderWoude said 
A&M’s third-place 
finish was enough 
to impress teams in 
the Big 12.

“They know 
we are a good 
team,” Vander

Woude said. “We earned their re
spect, and no one is going to look 
past us (next year).”

The season opened with the 
Lady Aggies lacking the all-time 
Southwest Conference career as
sists leader — Suzy Wente. 
Whether junior setter Farah Men
sik could replace the A&M legend 
was questionable.

Mensik said her teammates and 
coaches did a good job of putting lit
tle pressure on her during the year.

“The girls were awesome and 
supported me,” Mensik said. “And 
the coaches never brought up 
Suzy’s name. So there wasn’t a 
ghost I had to fight.”

See Volleyball, Page 9
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Stew Milne, The Battalion

Junior outside hitter Kristie Smedsrud spikes a ball past a 
Iowa State blocker Oct. 12 at G. Rollie White Coliseum.
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Ryan Rogers, The Battalion

Sophomore Mark Naftanel
practices at the Natatorium.

Staff and Wire Reports

AUSTIN — Texas A&M 
sophomore diver Mark Naftanel 
blew away the competition and 
came away with the 10-meter 
platform title at the Texas Invita
tional Monday. Naftanel, who 
finished with 508.10 points, is 
the first Aggie diver ever to win 
the title.

A&M Diving Coach Kevin 
Wright said that this was Naf- 
tanel’s best performance.

“On his first four dives, he 
posted 9.5 and 10 scores,” 
Wright said. “That was the first 
time he’s ever recorded a 10 in 
competition. He also tried two 
new dives, a back one and a 
half with three and a half 
twists. It was a very difficult 
dive and he scored 7.5s.

“He showed great compo
sure with the new dives, and his

technical execution was excel
lent. Mark beat all of his Big 12 
and Zone D competitors; it was 
a very impressive showing on 
the tower.”

Naftanel was only 15 points 
back from first in the one-me
ter and placed fourth. The 
only three divers to place 
above him were from Nebras
ka, LSU and SMU.

On the women’s side, ju
nior Jodi Janssen finished 
fourth in the one-meter and 
fifth in the three-meter.

“This was the strongest 
performance she’s had here 
at Texas A&M,” Wright said. 
“She showed a lot of compo
sure against some of the top 
divers around.”

The diving team will com
pete next at the Rainbow Invi
tational in Hawaii Jan. 2-3.

Runnin’ Aggies host Georgia Southern
By Matt Mitchell

The Battalion

After redeeming themselves for a 
lackluster performance against 
North Texas last Thursday with a re
sounding defeat of Southeastern 
Louisiana Saturday, the Texas A&M 
Men’s Basketball Team hopes to con
tinue its high-scoring ways against 
Georgia Southern University tonight 
at 7 at G. Rollie White Coliseum.

The Aggies racked up 86 points 
against SLU, including 34 on the 
fast break, something A&M has 
been able to use to its advantage 
so far this season.

“Coach (Tony Barone) has giv
en us more freedom this year to 
pass the ball up the court,” sopho
more forward Shanne Jones said. 
“It’s been a focus.”

Despite the Aggies’ recent of
fensive explosion, Barone said 
there are still flaws in the A&M at
tack, though he adds that is not 
entirely unexpected.

“Our offensive movement in the 
front court has not been as active 
as I wanted it to be,” Barone said.

“We’re holding onto the ball a little 
too much at times, and I’m not 
suprised at that. I think at this 
time of the year it’s pretty normal 
that you're not functioning offen
sively as well as you should be.”

The Aggies (4-1) will try to work 
out some of the kinks and continue to 
improve against Georgia Southern (2- 
2) before taking 10 days off to con
centrate on final exams.

Barone said Southern will be a 
formidable opponent, however, and 
the Aggies must maintain their focus.

“It’s a good team; it’s a team that’s 
very talented athletically, and we think 
the physical nature of how they play is 
something that concerns us,” Barone 
said. “(Southern Coach) Gregg Polin- 
sky has a very physical defensive 
team. They’ve got an outstanding 
guard in Fernando Daniels, who’s a 
big-time player. They’ve played zone 
and man (defense) and we’re con
cerned about their physical nature.”

While Southern’s style of play 
may reduce the number of fast- 
break opportunities the Aggies get, 
Jones said A&M’s up-tempo style is 
here to stay, and the Aggies will ad-

Tim Moog, The Battalion

Sophomore forward Shanne 
Jones slams the ball home.
just according to what Southern 
throws at them.

“I don’t think that will change 
our style of play,” Jones said. “We’ll 
still try to push it up the court. If 
we have to go inside more, then 
we’ll focus on that.”

ON CLASSIFIEDS

Quantum Cow Tutoring <26o-cows>
2-10 pm Sub-TEh. CnSvJDr, *»n JSLgmt# next ta CD Warehouse

ORGANIC 227 MATH 142 1 cures nfsv <1**1

12/10 ?*10pm Rxns., Svn. | 8-10pm Fart 1 5*7pm Fart 1

12/11 ?40pm Rxns., 5yn, | 8-10pm Part 2 5*?pm Part 2

12/12 5-Rpm Finals, 1 | 840pm Pan 3 24pm Part 3

12/15 7* 10pm Finals, ll | 840pm Part 1 23pm Part 1

12/16 47pm Finals, III 840pm Part 2 >7pm Part 2

12/1? >8pm Finals, IV 840pm Fan 3 740pm Part 3

ORGANIC 227/222 REACTION SUMMARIES!!! 
ORGANIC 237 A BIOLOGY 113 FINALS!!!

For the convenience of our library patrons, the ex
tended Pavillion hours are: 

Monday^Thursday 7:30 AM'Midnight 
Friday 7:30 AM-9:00 PM

Pavillion Snack Bar hours are: 
Monday ^Thursday 7:30 AM'10:30 PM 
Friday 7:30 AM'3:30 PM

Extended Snack Bar hours to midnight 
on December 11, 12, and 16.

Security provided by Evans Library.

ANNOUNCING EXTENDED PAVILION HOURI

LEARN TO

AT UNITED FLIGHT SYSTEMS
We’re now located at College Station Easterwood Airport. 
Learn to fly the Cessna Pilot Center Exclusive Integrated 
Flight Training System at United Flight Systems,
the experienced flight school.

Zil
Private thru advanced training 
Aircraft rental, Pilot Shop 
F.A.A. approved 141 school 
VA Eligible Benefits

United Flight Systems, Inc. 
Easterwood Airport 
College Station, TX

409 260-6322

Finals, Schminals.
Freudian Slip is offering a pleasant diversion from the arduous 
studies that await you. In fact, you'll have such a good time, 

you'll forget everything you've learned this past 
semester. Well, for at least two hours anyway 

(or four, if you're really lucky).

Friday & Saturday, Dec. 13 & 14 
9 p.m. Rudder Theater

Tickets go on sale Monday at the MSC Box Office for $4.
Tickets are $5 the night of the show.

Seating is reserved, so be sure to pick up your tickets early!

HEDGE FUND,
based in Fort Worth, 

specializing in arbitrage 
trading looking for full time 

and summer associates.
Experience in either mathematics/ statistics 

or accounting/financing necessary.

High GPA required 
High compensation

Fax resumes to & Investments at (817) 332-9503


