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Astronauts attempt satellite retrieva
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — 

In a risky maneuver requiring pre­
cision flying, space shuttle Colum­
bia’s astronauts went after one 
satellite Monday while trying to 
avoid being rear-ended by another.

The crew slowly closed in on 
the speeding, saucer-shaped 
satellite in preparation for Mon­
day night’s retrieval. The ren­
dezvous was moved up three 
hours because an ultraviolet tele­
scope in orbit was gaining on the 
satellite faster than expected.

The two satellites were dropped 
off by Columbia’s astronauts last 
week. The two-ton saucer was 
used to grow semiconductor film 
in the ultra-clean vacuum of space; 
the 3.5-ton telescope is looking at 
stars and galaxies.

As of Monday afternoon, the 
satellites were trailing Columbia 
220 miles above Earth. It was a 
41-mile-long procession: Colum­
bia, followed 23 miles behind by

the saucer, followed 18 miles be­
hind by the telescope. The satel­
lites were expected to be 15 miles 
apart at the time of retrieval.

The plan called for Columbia 
to leapfrog backward over the 
saucer to a point 9 miles behind 
the craft and 6 miles ahead of the 
telescope. Then commander Ken­
neth Cockrell was to guide the 
shuttle in for the capture.

Concerned about a possible 
collision — which could be cat­
astrophic — Mission Control 
considered sending the astro­
nauts after the saucer a full day 
early to give them a wider mar­
gin of safety.

But after recalculating the pro­
jected distances, NASA concluded 
the speeding telescope would be 
far enough back.

This was the first mission in 
which a shuttle flew in formation 
with two satellites.

Columbia’s five astronauts re­

leased the saucer, called at 
Shield, on Friday. That night, 
sion Control and the astrot 
watched nervously as the; 
disc drifted to within lOfei 
Columbia’s cockpit. Butitba 
off, and the danger passed.
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Macintosh Performa 6400 series, Apple Multiple Scan 14 inch Display, Apple Color StyleWriter 2500

We’ll give you $150 to get your work done faster.

For a limited time, you can snag a 
$150 rebate from Apple® when you 
purchase a Macintosh® desktop com­
puter with an Apple display (if sold 
separately) and any Apple printer. Just 
make tracks for your campus computer 
store and pick up some of the most

innovative technology in 
existence. Better still, using a Mac 
means getting stuff done a whole lot 
faster.

Which should open up your sched­
ule for the real important things. Like 
sleeping.
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Stud*
Macintosh" Performa* 6400CD 180 MHz/l6MB RAM/1.6GB/8X CD-ROM/15” display/keyboard Now $2,203 

Power Macintosh* 5400 120 MHz/l6MB RAM/1.6GB/8X CD-ROM/15” built-in display/keyboard Now $1,700 
Apple" Color StyleWriter" 2500 Up to720x360 dpi Now $325

Microcomputer Center
Located in the Texas A&M Bookstore next to the software department 

Monday - Thursday Sam - 6pm • Friday Sam - 5pm 
409/845-4081 

http://mccnet.tamu.edu/

© 1996 Apple Computer, Inc. Apple, the Apple logo, Macintosh, Performa, and StyleWriter are registered trademarks of apple Computer. Inc. Apple mall-in rebate 
offer valid from November 2,1996, through January 19, 1997, while supplies last and subject to product availability. To qualify for rebate, printer, computer and 
monitor (if monitor is sold separately) must be purchased on the same invoice. See participating reseller for further details. All Apple products are designed to be 
accessible to individuals with disability. For more information in the U.S. only, call 1-800-766-2333 or TDD 1-800-833-6223.
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