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Two student groups tune in to turning 
Bryan-College Station into a fertile music scene

By John LeBas 
The Battalion

en Linus, a local rock band, formed this past sum
mer, its members saw a music scene lacking excite
ment and direction.

The band wanted to jump-start a stagnant scene by help- 
g other local bands get shows in Bryan and College Station, 

spots fob!16 lc*ea became Fledgling Records, a new University-spon- 
‘ including¥re^ c*ub ^oca^ bands dedicated to generating more in- 
'ft will br«E' “r“'in 'oca1 mosic.

back to: Chris Pate, Fledgling president and a sophomore con- 
lext deca stl Llction science major, said a club of bands will help make 
life is fount J easi>er f°r bands to get shows here.
lead to ma| “The purpose is to promote local music and get local mu- 
jntress saic sfcians together,” Pate said.

t He said many new bands do not know who to ask or how 
UUban to go about getting shows at clubs and bars. The members of

Linus, all of whom are club officers, are a good asset to other 
bands because they know who to contact for booking shows 
at area bars and clubs, he said.

“There are so many clubs here to play at,” Pate said. “We 
use our connections to help everyone out.” 
Pate, who sings and plays guitar for Linus, said communica
tion between bands will help them book bigger and more 
frequent shows in the area.

By Kimber Huff 
The Battalion
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“We want to set up one 
big show a month,” Pate 
said.

On Halloween at Bull- 
winkle’s, Fledgling put on 
the first of these shows, fea
turing Linus and Fledgling 
bands Lewis and Jester.

Tommy Reed, Fledgling 
vice president and a junior 
finance and accounting 
major, said the club’s main 
goal is to sponsor a music 
festival next spring with 
several local bands and a 
popular regional band like 
the Toadies.

“It would be an all-day

“There are so 
many clubs here 
to play at. We use 
our connections 
to help everyone 
out ” -

i
Chris Pate 

Fledgling Records
president and Linus 

lead vocalist

, o I nut,-. . „ Ryan Rogers, The Baftalion
HcordsrikpU$ V°ca‘;stfand guitarist, founded Fledgling 

ds to strike a chord of inspiration in other B-CS bands.
70°F

festival with about 10 local 
bands,” Reed, the drummer for Linus, said.

And Fledgling members say they hope to one day start a 
studio where local bands will have the opportunity to record 
their music.

“That’s where we’re going with this, eventually,” Pate said. 
“We already bought a mixer and monitor.”

All this may sound expensive, but Fledgling bands do not 
have to worry about heavy dues or fees, Pate said.

“No money goes in or out of the organization,” Pate said. 
“We’re not in it to make money. For example, if bands need 
to rent equipment they can rent it from us, or we can get 
them set up through a store.”

And because Fledgling is more about making music than 
holding meetings, secretary and sophomore environmental 
design major Mack Paradowski said the group has limited 
meetings to one a month.

“When we were making up the constitution, we wanted it 
to be more laid-back,” Paradowski said.

Even though all of Fledgling’s members generally play 
rock, Paradowski said the group wants to recruit bands of 
other musical styles, too.

“We would be really excited to have a jazz band,” he said.
But Pate said any band interested in promoting both 

its own music and the local scene is encouraged to give 
Fledgling a try.

“All bands are welcome,” he said. “We’re open to all 
musicians.”

F
rom jazz to heavy metal. From rock 
to R&B. A new club, the Aggie Musi
cians’ Society, is bringing all types 
of musicmakers together.

AMS is the brainchild of senior busi
ness analysis majors Jason Deere and Jon 
Phillips.

Deere said the idea for the group 
spawned from a lack of resources for 
musicians in the area.

Deere said the purpose of AMS is to 
allow musicians to get together and play, 
while learning from each other.

“The hardest thing for musicians to 
do is find someone to play with,” Deere 
said. “We know they’re here. We started 
AMS to bring a common meeting 
ground.”

Phillips said he hopes bands will form 
after people meet each other through 
AMS.

"Another purpose of AMS is to hope
fully get a music scene here in College 
Station,” Phillips said.

Phillips said AMS also wants to help 
bands get support from Bryan-College 
Station club owners.

Brandon Reynolds, a senior busi
ness analysis major who has attended 
the AMS meetings, said it is important 
for musicians to make contact with 
other musicians.

The first AMS meeting was held Oct. 
24, and about 20 people attended.

Deere said he hopes to have a larger 
turnout at future meetings. Students 
who wish to attend a meeting have to 
meet “absolutely zero requirements.”

Deere said AMS would flourish if its 
membership included musicians with a 
broad range of experience.

“We don’t want anybody to be intimi
dated,” Deere said. “We want AMS to be a 
comfortable learning environment. We 
hope to get as wide and diverse a mem
bership as possible.”

Phillips said AMS is also looking for 
musicians who play different styles of 
music.

“We want to have it open to all types

of music,” Phillips said. “You name it.”
Deere said members are already con

sidering putting on shows and getting to
gether to perform and record.

Phillips said AMS is also considering 
weekly or bimonthly “jam sessions.”

Another possibility for the future is an 
informal all-day concert at the Grove.

Deere said any band would be wel
come to play at the concert.

“It’s going to be pretty free-form,” 
Deere said.

Deere said AMS might also form a 
big band of all AMS members that 
would play occasionally.

AMS is open to other ideas from 
members concerning future events.

Reynolds said interest in the Aggie 
Musicians’ Society is increasing as peo
ple hear more about it.

“We’ve had a lot of people talking to

“The hardest thing 
for musicians to do is 
find someone to play 
with. ...We started AMS

)n Deere 
AMS founder and a senior 
business analysis major

us,” Reynolds said.
In the future, Reynolds hopes to see 

continued support for AMS and music 
in general.

“The fine arts at A&M need to be pro
moted, and I want to see that come out of 
this organization,” Reynolds said.

Anyone interested in learning more 
about AMS can send e-mail to 
ams@j5ulse.tamu.edu, and can check out 
the AMS web site at 
http://pulse.tamu.edu/~ams.

40°F

iHnqrrowi 
5ectedJii|£ 

70°F

tHTOVVi#
pectedl®

37°F

rtesy of TAM?

N

jck, Christie Hirf

jrt, Courtney 0-

jhn LeBas, AaroiA

Furtick, Colby®'

COMPUTER SCIENCE and 
BUSINESS INFORMATION SYSTEMS 

GRADUATING SENIORS:
Cheek Out PLATINUM technology, me.

We will be al campus interviewing en 
Friday, November 8th • 9am-5pm

Go to the Career Planning Center and check us out! Or better yet, visit our 
Web site at http://www.platinum.com to see what we have to offer!
It’s time to enter the “real world.” Instead of getting your feet wet at 
some “entry-level” job, we suggest diving into something a little 
deeper and more challenging. And rewarding!!! We’ll show you how 
we can start you on an exciting career—using your unique ideas and 
talents.
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We are looking for graduates who would be interested in developing and
supporting leading-edge software products. Come check us out

and see if you have the qualifications necessary to become a part of this 
dynamic and innovative company.
We not only have exceptional benefits (medical, dental, vision, life, matching 
401 (k), stock options) but we also offer tuition reimbursement, flexible hours
AND a casual dress environment.

If you are unavailable on November 8th, you can send your resume di
rectly to us at:

PLATINUM
TECHNOLOGY

Attn: Steve-TAM-1 1/96
404 Wyman Street, Suite 320 • Waltham, MA 02254-9748 

Fax: (617) 736-1651* e-mail: staifing@platinum.com
PLATINUM is an affirmative action, equal opportunity employer.
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FREE CD’with Trade
in of 5 Used CD's

Stock up for Christmas!
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Trade Subject ta Hastings Approval. Offer expires 11/30/94

STORE; Validate ail coupons & return to matketing in 12/2/96 mailbag.

,Entertainment Superstore!
In College Stolioo: 2004 Texos Avenue Soulh 

In Bryan: Manor fas! Shopping Center J
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