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Coaching beyond sports
W

hen the team is down, it is easy 
to jump off the bandwagon, but 
it takes a true diehard to sup­
port the cause no matter what the 

record is. Many so-called Aggie support­
ers have already taken the leap and now 
claim that the coaches are not doing 
their jobs up to par.

But what are their jobs?
If it is to win games, these coaches’ 

records prove they have done a stellar job.
In his eighth season, R.C. Slocum,

Head Coach of the Texas A&M Football 
Team, has compiled a 71-19-2 record and 
three Southwest Conference championships.

And Tony Barone, head coach of the A&M Men's 
Basketball Team, has been to the NCAA tournament 
numerous times with Creighton and has led an 
overachieving Texas A&M team just off probation to 
a NIT berth.

In 11 years, Mark Johnson, head coach of the 
Texas A&M Baseball Team, has 531 wins, two SWC 
crowns and a College World Series appearance. If 
their jobs are only to win games, these men can 
stand proud by their records.

Although they are paid to win games, their jobs 
involve much more. The coaches are responsible for 
guiding and molding young athletes into strong 
men that will be future leaders. Looking at the track 
record of Slocum, Barone and Johnson, it is obvious 
the three have been successful in improving the 
lives of young adults.

Take Slocum, for example. He meets the families 
of every player he recruits in order to better judge 
his character. It is important to Slocum to ensure 
every player understands the responsibilities of be­
coming a sports ambassador for Texas A&M. For 
many people around the country, their only glimpse 
of Texas A&M will be a football player on Saturday 
afternoon.

Sure, there have been players that have not repre­
sented the University in a positive manner, but 
Slocum has consistently handled each situation in a 
professional manner. He did not hesitate to dismiss 
a returning starter and a key role player from the 
team last summer when they broke team rules. At 
Miami or Nebraska, criminals are often allowed to 
stay on the team and even start every game.

Likewise, Barone has been misunderstood in his 
efforts rebuild the basketball program for the past 
five seasons.

Because most Aggies are not the most passionate 
basketball fans, they do not understand the de­
meanor needed for the furious non-stop action. In­
stead, they see a coach out of control, yelling at his

players. The fans have recognized that in­
side that Italian fireball is a man who 
wants nothing but the best for his players 
and Texas A&M.

The few people who have begun to 
warm up to Barone have noticed his ef­
forts to help the University and its sur­
rounding community.

He annually organizes a Thanksgiv­
ing dinner with the team that supports 
the less fortunate and regularly encour­
ages player involvement in other com­
munity projects.

And if graduation rates were the test of 
a coach, Barone would be ranked number one.
Since his arrival, only one player who played for four 
years didn’t graduate. Compare that to the student 
body graduation rate of 60 percent and it’s easy to 
see a coach’s impact on the future of Aggies.

Being a former baseball player, my opinion of 
Johnson is definitely biased. But what better way to 
judge a coach, than by asking his former players 
about him.

Johnson’s top priority is to develop young base­
ball players into responsible adults.

From day one, he begins to discover what is best 
for the individual. He continually teaches his players 
to prioritize their lives, manage their time and enjoy 
life. While he desperately wants to win every game, 
he realizes the student athlete is here to gain an ed­
ucation, learn about life and then, once his other re­
sponsibilities are complete, to compete on the play­
ing field.

Johnson is the perfect role model for all ages, on 
and off the playing field.

Off the field, he is involved in the University and 
community by openly speaking to student organiza­
tions, such as the 12th Man Student Foundation and 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes, about the mer­
its of working hard and keeping the faith.

On the field, he is aware that the athletic arena 
catches many people’s attention and that the man­
ner an athlete conducts himself under the spot-light 
can effect much more than just the outcome of a 
game. He teaches his players that children look up 
to athletes and it is important conduct themselves 
in a positive manner that will represent themselves 
and the University in a positive light.

Coaches are responsible for winning, but that is 
only a small part of the jobs.

Even though it is easy to judge a person by the 
win column, people must look a little deeper to see 
the true success a coach can bring to a university 
and a community. The football season may look bad 
at 3-4, but remember, there are still five games left

David Minor
Graduate student

Kappa Alpha didn’t 
deserve free press

Regarding JoAnne Whittemore’s 
Oct. 21 article, "Program offers 
‘hangout’: Fraternity members 
work to keep children off streets”:

I have never seen such gross 
distortions of the truth concerning 
the Kappa Alpha Order’s involve­
ment in a community action pro­
gram, Kemp Gym. The article 
shouldn’t have run until Kappa Al­
pha had demonstrated dedication 
to the program. Several children 
asked why fraternity members 
bothered to show up when all but 
five left after less than an hour.

These guys scored a huge pub­
licity coup, and they knew it. One 
was quoted as saying, “It’s some­
thing that will give good publicity 
for IFC and give fraternities a bet­
ter name.” Whittemore didn’t 
speak to anyone else and didn’t 
even try to get the whole story.

The real heroes are the volun­

teers who volunteer every Friday 
and Saturday night. The article did­
n’t mention the people who do sup­
port the program with consistent at­
tendance and personal sacrifice. I 
commend the members of Kappa 
Alpha that took the project seriously, 
and I hope they return. But sadly, 
the distortions were made on the 
front page; the truth will remain 
buried in Mail Call.

Rebecca Wood 
Class of’96

Accompanied by 75 signatures

Hazy line should 
be clearly defined

Regarding Heather Pace’s Oct. 
24 article "Decisions ramifications 
go beyond right & wrong”:

Though I disagree with her con­
clusions, Pace does make two very 
good points about the abortion

debate: (1) Society cannot have it 
both ways; if abortion is not con­
sidered manslaughter, then you 
cannot consider it manslaughter 
when the “fetus” is “terminated” 
against the mother’s will.

(2) The rights of one individual 
cannot be arbitrarily granted or 
denied by another, (i.e., the “fe­
tus” does not become a human 
being worthy of government pro­
tection at someone’s whim, not 
even the mother’s).

Obviously, society must make a 
choice. Unfortunately, those most 
affected by that choice won’t have 
much to say in it.

Jason Knott 
Class of’00

The Battalion encourages letters to the 
editor. Letters must be 300 words or fewer 
and include the author's name, class, and 
phone number.

The opinion editor reserves the right to 
edit letters for length, style, and accuracy. 
Letters may be submitted in person at 013 
Reed McDonald with a valid student ID. Let­
ters may also be mailed to:

The Battalion - Mail Call 
013 Reed McDonald 

Texas A&M University 
College Station, TX 

77843-1111
Campus Mail: 1111 

Fax: (409) 845-2647 
E-mail: Batt@tamvml.tamu.edu

For more details on letter policy, please call 
845-3313 and direct your question to the 
opinion editor.
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A&M vs. tech
A&M shouldn’t indulge tech’s UFO: 
unwarranted football opportunity

We’ve heard of crop circles and 
alien abductions, but nothing 
proves the existence of paranor­
mal forces greater than the dis­
covery of texas technological col­
lege in the Big 12.

Like all paranormal events, 
this one occurred in the middle 
of nowhere. Actually, if you go to 
nowhere, you still have a hefty 
drive left until you reach Lub­
bock. One of Lubbock’s favorite 
sons, songwriter Mac Davis, said 
it best with 
the lyric,
“Happiness is 
Lubbock in 
my rear-view 
mirror.”

Could tech 
be in the con­
ference be­
cause of a his­
tory of strong 
athletics? The 
football team 
has been to 
such illustrious 
bowls as the Peach, Tangerine 
and Raisin Bowls, but post-sea­
son play hardly seems to be in the 
team’s near future. The NCAA 
doesn’t like it when athletes are 
given credit for fictitious classes 
from Bob’s Junior College and 
Hardware.

Perhaps Big 12 officials were 
impressed with tech’s academics. 
Just recently, tech hired Sally 
Struthers to do some advertising, 
and next year tech is making VCR 
and TV repair a doctoral program.

Or maybe it was the rich tradi­
tions that endeared it to the Big 
12. But tradition at tech has had a 
tough road lately. Their suicidal, 
drug-addicted horse threw its rid­

er off two years ago and ran into a 
wall, and throwing tortillas after 
touchdowns was banned by refer­
ees. Yes, throwing tortillas was a 
tradition. Tortillas.

We could look to tech’s burning 
rivalries with A&M and t.u. as rea­
sons for why they had to be includ­
ed in the new conference, but 
there is nothing there. Like a pesky 
little brother, tech has been whin­
ing for years about not having a ri­
val. They see all the fun A&M and 

t.u. have, and 
tech desperate­
ly wants to play 
along.

But now 
both schools 
are in the new 
Big 12, and it 
looks like we’ll 
have to in­
dulge tech a 
little longer. 
Although a 
more suitable 
home for the 

red raiders might be the wacky 
WAC or Conference U.S.A., legis­
lators just couldn’t have approved 
the new conference without the 
votes of West Texas lawmakers 
who would have insisted on tech’s 
inclusion.

So tech fans, welcome to big- 
time football (at least until the 
NCAA decides what to do about 
that little scandal). But most of 
all, welcome to Kyle Field this 
weekend. If you do a little re­
search, you’ll find that your Heis- 
man candidate Byron Hanspard 
is in danger. Our defense has nev­
er treated Heisman candidates 
with much reverence, and it won’t 
start tomorrow.
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