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ury convicts drug kingpin of trafficking
HOUSTON (AP) — Mexican 

drug kingpin Juan Garcia Abrego 
was convicted Wednesday of 
masterminding the shipping of 
tons of cocaine into the United 
States and then illegally launder
ing the profits.

Garcia Abrego looked stern and 
one of his hands appeared to 
twitch as he was found guilty of 22 
counts of trafficking nearly 15 tons 
of cocaine and illegally laundering 
some $10.5 million.

Jurors took 12 hours to convict 
the 52-year-old leader of the Gulf 
drug cartel.

U.S. District Judge Ewing Werlein 
Jr. set a Jan. 31 sentencing date. Gar
cia Abrego faces a life prison term.

After the verdict, Werlein held a 
brief forfeiture hearing. Jurors de
liberated for about two hours be
fore deciding that $350 million in 
assets should be seized from the 
man nicknamed “La Muneca,” or 
"The Doll,” for his baby face.

Prosecutors had said the 
seizure could reach $1 billion, 
based on testimony about the 
amount of cocaine that Garcia 
Abrego was accused of bringing

into the United States.
But defense attorney Mike Ram

sey said such “speculative 
amounts’’ were an “impossible 
burden” on the jury. He told jurors 
to decide that no assets be seized.

Garcia Abrego’s sister, Blanca Es- 
thela Garcia Abrego, was shaken 
and tearful about the verdict.

“We’re very upset,” she said. 
“We’re very hurt.”

Other family members, including 
his wife and son, declined comment.

Outside the courtroom, Garcia 
Abrego’s attorney Tony Canales ex
pressed disappointment in the jury’s 
decision and promised an appeal.

“I guess the jury says in this ver
dict that it doesn’t bother them 
that huge amounts of money, were 
paid to informants,” he said. 
“There’s nothing wrong with cut
ting deals with people.”

Canales, who is a former U.S. 
attorney, and Ramsey had re
ferred to some of the govern
ment’s 50 witnesses as “star rats” 
who spoke from scripted testimo
ny in return for reduced sen
tences on their own convictions.

Prosecutors countered they

had proved their case but didn’t 
disagree with the assessment of 
their witnesses as “rats.”

“I like the word ‘rats,’” Assistant 
U.S. Attorney Jesse Rodriguez said 
during closing arguments. “Who 
else can lead you to the big cheese?”

Defense lawyers also described 
the government’s case as a “show tri
al” put on in an election year with 
Garcia Abrego a convenient scape
goat in America’s war on drugs.

Garcia Abrego, who had been on 
the FBI’s 10 Most Wanted List, was 
arrested Jan. 14 near Monterrey, 
Mexico, by Mexican drug agents.

They waited for hours, covered 
with tree branches and dirt, at the 
modest, two-bedroom home 
where he was staying and moved 
in when he arrived.

The next day, heavily armed fed
eral police agents escorted him on 
a plane to Houston. He admitted to 
drug trafficking in an interview 
with U.S. federal agents but down
played his role.

Garcia Abrego did not testify dur
ing his trial but sat impassively, lis
tening through headphones to the 
proceedings translated into Spanish.
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“The message that it 
sends is it may take a 
while, but even the 
kingpins are going to 
have their day in 
court.”

Alonzo Pena 
U.S. Customs Service

Others said the conviction 
would serve as an example for the 
heads of other cartels.

“The message that it sends is it 
may take a while, but even the 
kingpins are going to have their 
day in court,” said Alonzo Pena, 
head of the U.S. Customs Service

in Brownsville.
Jeff Stamm, a supervisory spe

cial agent with the DEA’s 
Brownsville office, added: “The 
heads of the cartels in the past 
have been somewhat untouch
able because they have so suc
cessfully insulated themselves. 
Now they are realizing they are in 
fact not untouchable.”

The conviction of Garcia 
Abrego comes more than 10 years 
after U.S. authorities first learned 
of the up-and-coming drug lord 
following the seizure of 1,600 
pounds of cocaine in a pickup 
truck on the Texas border.

It was the biggest load at the 
time in this region, officials said, 
and an indication that the drug 
trade was growing.

In the years to follow, hun
dreds more seizures would be 
made, some directly linked to 
Garcia Abrego, others not. Under
lings would be arrested and prop
erty and cash seized.

Violence erupted on both sides 
of the border, again suspected to 
be connected to Garcia Abrego 
but usually not proven.

In Brownsville, authorities be
lieve several unsolved crimes 
were committed by the Gulf Car

tel, including the 1991 execution- 
style killings of a couple and their 
attorney near the Rio Grande.

Garcia Abrego also is believed 
responsible for the 1985 kidnap
ping of an 18-year-old man who 
was taken from his parents’ 
home at gunpoint, never to be 
seen again.

While authorities here ac
knowledge Garcia Abrego proba
bly never will be tried for those 
crimes, they said his conviction 
on the trafficking charges pro
vides some sense of justice.

“That organization killed a lot 
of people and caused a lot of grief 
along the border. With him going 
down, that sends a real message,” 
said George Gavito, a former 
sheriff’s lieutenant who served on 
a DEA task force that helped in
vestigate the 1991 murders.

Gavito admitted, however, that 
the conviction will do little to 
stop the flow of drugs into the Rio 
Grande Valley and beyond. It is 
only a matter of time before a 
new lord takes over the kingdom.

“That’s just one little fish, and 
there’s hundreds and hundreds 
out there,” he said. “You knock 
down that organization and a lot 
more are born.”
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Fast, Fresh & Healthy

Randall’s Center
607 E. University 
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The Fall 1996 Business/Law Symposium
Talk face to face tind listen to the collective wisdom of over 20

influential professionals in the field of Business and Law

Business and Law
Don't miss this excellent opportunity to talk 
directly to and hear from industry leaders.
If you are thinking about a possible career 

in Business or Law, you cannot afford 
to miss this event.

W Format: Students will be able to listen to presentations by 
experienced professionals, and also to sit with these 
visitors in roundtable discussions. A rich opportunity 
exists to speak one-on-one with former students now in 
law and business fields. Also, resumes of all students 
who attend will be bound and sent to visiting speakers. 
Business Attire.

Participants: Should be motivated students thinking of a fu
ture education and/or career in business or law.

Cost: $5.00 for half day or $10.00 full day on Saturday. Any 
ticket bought also includes Friday events and 
Saturday lunch. Call us!!!:

Lisa Frantzen: 694-2803 or Lan Cao 823-6046

6- Persons with disabilities, please call 845-1515 to inform us of 
your special needs. We request three (3) working days prior to 
the event to enable us to assist you to the best of our abilities.

mbalaw.tamu.edu

Information 
Super Highway 6 South.
http://www.tom-light.com
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..... FOR THE WEEK OF OCT 20-24
TICKETS GO ON SALE SUNDAY 3-5 PM

SEE THE PEOPLE BOOK FOR 
DISCOUNT VOUCHER COUPON’

SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING

MON
Oct 21

TUES 
Oct 22

WED
Oct 23

THUR
Oct 24

CHEM
101 • 3-5 PM CH 5, 6 CH 7 CH 8 PRAC

TEST
PHYS
202 5-7 PM REV

CH 29-31
REV

CH 32-34
PRAC
TEST

CHEM
101

7-9 PM CH 5, 6 CH 7 CH 8 PRAC
TEST

PHYS
218 9-11 PM CH 6, 7 CH 8 CH 9 PRAC

TEST
PHYS
201 11 PM-1 AM CH 9 CH 9, 10 CH 11 CH 13

MON
Oct 21

TUES 
Oct 22

WED
Oct 23

THUR 
Oct 24

PHYS
208 5-7 PM CH 27, 

28 CH 29 CH 30 CH 31

MATH
152 7-9 PM PART 1 PART 2 PART 3 PRAC

TEST
MATH

151 9-11 PM PART 1 PART 2 PART 3 PRAC
TEST

PHYS
208 11 PM-1 AM CH 27, 

28 CH 29 CH 30 CH 31

BUSINESS

SUN
Oct 20

MON
Oct 21

TUE
Oct 22

WED
Oct 23

ACCT
230 5-7 PM CH 3 CH 4 CH 5, 6 CH 7, 8

FiNC
341

SUN & MON 
7-10 PM 

TUE
7-9 P M

PART 1 PART 2 PRAC
TEST

Located at 700 East Univ. Dr. Suite #108
The week of October 20 - October 24

l Sunday
Oct-20-96

Monday 
Oct-21-96

Tuesday
Oct-22-96

Wednesday
Oct-23-96

Thursday 1 
Oct-24-96 |
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Acct Acct iM Acct M. Acct 230
Part 1 Part 2 Part 3 Part 4 '

| 10pm - 12am 10pm - 12am 10pm - 12am 10pm - 12am I
Acct 327 Acct 327 Acct 327 Acct 327 Acct 327

Part I Part 2 Part 3 Part 4 Parts
Spm - 7pm Spm - 7pm Spm - 7pm Spm - 7pm Spm-7pm
Bana 303 Bana 303 Bana 303 j

Part 1 Parti Part 3 •
5pm - Spm 4pm - 7pm 4pm - 7pm
Ban a 305 

Test Review 
8pm - 11 pm

Biol 113 
Part 3 

1pm - 3pm

Biol 114 
Test Review-

Tickets Go On Sale Sunday At 1:00 p.m. 
Ask us about our season passes for the 

semester! Located next to Sidepockets and 
Golden Corral on the Centerpole bus route. 

Call 846-TUTOR (846-8886)

Biol 113 
Part 1

Spm - 11pm

Biol 113
Part 2 

3pm - 6pm j
I Chem 227

Part 1
9pm - 11 pm

Chem 227
Part 2 

9pm - 11pm

Chem 227
Part 3

9pm - 1 Ipm :

1 Econ 203
Part 1 

6pm « 9pm

Econ 203
Part 2 

6pm - 9pm

* •-

Fine 341
Part 1

| 7pm - 10pm

Fine 341
Parti

7pm - 10pm

Fine 341
Part 3 

7pm - 9pm
Math 151

Part 1 
7pm - 9pm

Math 151
Part 2 

7pm - 9pm

Math 15!
Part 3

7pm - 9pm

Math 151
Part 4

7pm - 9pm j
Math 152

Part 1
9pm - tlpm

Math 152
Part 2 

9pm -11 pm

Math 152
Part 3

9pm - I Ipm

Math 152
Part 4

9pm - 11pm 1

I

Math
141/166
Part 1

Math
141/166
Part 2

Math 141/166 
Part 3

1 Ipm-lam
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