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Dave House, The Battalion

Wan Shu Pvng, a visiting professor from China, educated himself by visiting 
a library after work and reading about what the world has to offer.

Worldly
Wisdom

Self-taught history professor shares 
his global perspective with Texas 

A&M students
By Shea Wiggins 
The Battalion

Wan Shu Ping worked as a carpenter in Shang­
hai, China, for 10 years. Every evening after 
work, he went to the library to teach himself 
English, Japanese and Russian. He read books with ti­

tles ranging from A to Z, scanning topics from astrono­
my to zoology.

His self-education brought him to America and to 
Texas A&M to teach American students.

Ping, a visiting lecturer at A&M, is teaching traditional 
East Asia and Modern Chinese courses this semester.

Ping said he came to America in 1989 to pursue his 
graduate studies.

“I taught at Northwestern University in Chicago last 
year, and I am completing my dissertation right now 
under Arif Dirak,” Ping said. “I had several offers to 
teach, but I choose A&M, because the history depart­
ment has a good reputation.”

Ping said he never expected his education to be 
useful.

“I studied to make my life more meaningful,” Ping 
said. “After the cultural revolution in China, there was 
a lack of faculty. I took an examination and was able to 
teach at the university.”

Ping said A&M students are polite.
“They are good, friendly students, but they are very 

shy,” Ping said. “They have more extracurricular activi­
ties than Chinese students. Their semesters are short­
er, as Chinese students have 20 weeks of school and 
one (week) for exams.”

Wan said he heard of A&M's football team from oth­
er student newspapers.

“I knew A&M was famous for its football team,” Ping 
said. “Football is not very popular in China, because we 
do not have a football team. We call soccer football.”

See Ping, Page 4
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Congratulations to the Fall 1996
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Jennifer Baggett 
Shannan Boehm 
Sarah Denham 

Elizabeth Denton 
Jennifer Easley 
lennifer Gilliland 
Meagan Gilliland 
Ashley Graham
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Ellen Haley 
Dawn Henigan 
Diana Higdon 

Mitzy Hill 
Leslie Huster 
Jamie Jones 

Robin Kirschbaum 
Monica Leubner 
Alicia Williams

Stephanie Macmanus 
Jan-Michael Mercer 
Martha Middleton 

Iracie Miller 
Ann Nguyen 
Nena Tyers 

Jenifer Walkowiak 
Gallic Weakley

meineke
Discount Mufflers

$10 OFF
Bryan 

408 S. Texas Ave. 
775-0188

(Comer o! 30th St.)

OPEN MON- SAT 
8 AM TO 6 PM

EXHAUST • BRAKES • SHOCKS 
STRUTS • SPRINGS 

C.V. JOINTS • TRAILER HITCHES
FREE Undercar Inspection & Estimate

i All Parts!
Does not apply to labor.

One Coupon Per Vehicle

Expires 1-15-97 • Meineke* Bryan They're FREE! |
Oftart void Ihnuoti 1*15*®7 al Meinafca^, Bryan toc^fon Not vtfri wth try o4h« of* or wwwtfy work.

MimI pnoerf ooiponollimo of estimate.

Why Pay For 
Inspections 
& Estimates 
At Meineke®

O fctotnofco* 1006

SKETBALL

Tonight

Free Books
One Texas A&M Student wins free 

books for the spring semester!

Midnight Mania
Midnight Yell Practice for both basketball teams!

The Aggie Band and the Yell Leaders!

G. Rollie White Coliseum - Doors open at 11:15
Park on the press box side of Kyle Field starting at 11:00

A

l

AT&T AT&T Wireless Services
Win the use of a phone or pager for one year 
from our sponsor AT&T Wireless Services J

The Delany Sisters’ 
First 100 Years

Opern

THE NATIONAL BESTSELLER 
i IS NOW AMERICA’S 

BEST-LOVED PLAY!■njiiar
rfg*|. v IP “Having Our Say"chronicles the 

lives of Sadie and Bessie Delany, 
two pioneering women who have stood witness 

to 100 years of American life. Born a generation 
after the Civil War, the Delany Sisters, played by Lizan Mitchell 

and Micki Grant, invite the audience into their home for a remarkable 
narrative journey, revealing their memories of the past, their secrets 

of the present, and their hopes for the future.

October 20th. 3:00 p.m.
Rudder Auditorium

For Tickets Call 845-1234
http://opas.tamu.edu Now accepting Aggie Bucks” 

t. Persons with disabilities please call 845-8903 to inform us of your special needs. We request 
(3- notification three (3) working days prior to the event to enable us to assist you to the best of our ability.

http://opas.tamu.edu

