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ustoms job cuts spark controversy
nality.

ustoms cuts
i/er 600 investigative jobs were cut 
the U.S. Customs Department 
spite an increasing overall budget.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — The U.S. 
Customs Service, which protects 
America’s borders from illegal 
drugs, money and weapons, has 
quietly cut 662 investigative jobs 
and brought thousands fewer 
criminal cases since President 
Clinton took office, records show.

The cuts occurred even though 
Congress has increased the 
agency’s overall budget by $121 
million since 1992, and politi
cians everywhere are clamoring 
for tighter border controls.

Big-crime cities such as Los 
Angeles, New Orleans, New York 
and Miami have taken some of 
the largest hits, according to doc
uments obtained by The Associ
ated Press.

The agency says the personnel 
cuts were necessary to free up mon
ey to modernize dilapidated equip

ment and bolster Southwest border 
patrols — and that it is now more 
efficient despite less manpower.

“I would say between ’92 and 
now, because of our sophistica
tion, that we are better able to 
protect our borders — with the 
caveat that we have less people,” 
Customs Director of Operations 
Connie Fenchel said. “We are do
ing very well with less, but we 
could do better with more.”

Not everyone agrees that the 
borders are now better protected, 
and they are upset by the person
nel cutbacks.

“The agents are very con
cerned and know it was a mis
take. They’re saying it’s hamper
ing the fight against the drug 
cartels,’’ said Rep. Spencer 
Bachus, R-Ala., chairman of a 
House Banking subcommittee

that recently heard complaints 
from front-line agents.

Statistics show Customs is se
curing a larger percentage of fed
eral convictions, but its overall 
number of cases — particularly 
those in federal court — has 
dropped by thousands over the 
last three years.

The disclosure comes at a sen
sitive time for the Clinton admin
istration as Republican Bob Dole 
sharpens his attacks on the presi
dent’s drug interdiction efforts.

The picture for Customs’ field 
agents, however, isn’t likely.to im
prove any time soon.

A memo from Customs head
quarters this month instructed 
field supervisors to freeze current 
investigative staffs, and leave va
cant positions unfilled for the 
foreseeable future.

alestinians attack 
;wish settlements

Israeli-Palestinian violence
The Israeli government has ordered more troops into the West Bank and Gaza, along 
with tanks and helicopters. Rioting began on Tuesday after Israel’s decision to open 
an archaeological tunnel alongside an Islamic holy site in Jerusalem.

Palestinian civil control/ 
Israeli security
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ETZARIM, Gaza Strip (AP) — 
ir Arafat’s security forces battled 
i troops Thursday as thousands 

laiestinian stone-throwers at- 
d to two isolated Jewish settle- 
jts in the Gaza Strip. Two Pales- 
nswere reported killed and at 
15 wounded.

he violence marked the third day 
lestinian rioting set off by Is
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salem holy sites and violates Is- 
assurances that no changes will 

nade in Jerusalem until the dis- 
rity’s future is determined in
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rafat had urged Palestinians on 
inesday to hold protest marches 
strikes against Israel’s decision, 
as not certain Thursday, howev- 
whether Arafat was in control of 
othis 30,000 armed policemen 

of whom were involved in 
fating.
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'ids: that the two sides would co

operate in maintaining security in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Thursday’s fighting erupted 
when thousands of Palestinian pro- 
testets marched toward the two tiny 
Jewish settlements of Netzarim and 
Kfar Darom, isolated enclaves in the 
heart of the Palestinian-controlled 
Gaza Strip.

Palestinians threw stones, fire
bombs and bottles at Israeli troops at 
a small outpost about a mile from 
Netzarim. Soon, more than 100 
Palestinian policemen began trading 
automatic gunfire with about a 
dozen Israeli soldiers.

Israeli troops pulled back toward 
Netzarim as army commanders sent 
in three armored personnel carriers 
and two helicopters.

Shots were fired from one of the ar
mored vehicles, as the battle spread 
into surrounding fields and farms.

Farther south, hundreds of Pales
tinians surrounded the Kfar Darom 
settlement and hurled stones into 
the small enclave.

A senior Israeli army officer and 
five Palestinian demonstrators 
were wounded by gunfire, but it 
was not immediately clear whether 
Palestinian police were shooting at 
Israel troops.

Gaza Strip
D Thousands of enraged Palestinians attacked two isolated Jewish settlements of 
Netzarim and Kfar Darom.
H Israeli troops came under fire as they tried to rescue a critically wounded TV 
cameraman at the checkpoint leading into the Gaza Strip.
West Bank
B Palestinian police and Israeli troops traded fire at an Israeli army checkpoint.

H Palestinian troops ransacked a Jewish seminary and burned hundreds of 
religious books.

B Hundreds of Palestinians marched toward the tunnel’s new exit in Jerusalem’s 
Muslim Quarter and were pushed back by Israeli troops swinging clubs.

B Israeli soldiers fired tear gas and rubber bullets in an attempt to disperse the crowds.

ucid begins long rehabilitation process
APE CANAVERAL, Fla. (AP) — Astronaut 
mon Lucid, NASA’s space superwoman, re

story invoW ;(| t0 on Thursday after six debilitat-
nonths of weightlessness and to everyone’s 
zement, walked off the shuttle Atlantis, 
octors had met her inside the space shut- 
ith a stretcher, figuring the 53-year-old 
hemist would be too weak and wobbly to 

let alone walk.
ut she surprised them, insisting, “I can 
I up.”
ivo workers assisted her during the short 
onto an airport-style moving sidewalk 

into a reclining chair.
ter a record-shattering 188 days in space 

of that time aboard the Russian space 
nMir — she was thrilled to be home, 

could hear her laughing all the way 
the flight deck, I’ll tell you, she was

just so tickled,” said Atlantis’ commander, 
William Readdy.

She was still laughing when she met her 
family a few hours later.

“It was just a great mission and I just had 
a great time,” said Lucid, who rocketed 
away in March and spent a longer stretch in 
space than any other American and any 
other woman.

Lucid was welcomed back to Earth with a 
10-pound box of red, white and blue M&M’s 
from President Clinton and an offer for 188 
cases of potato chips — one for every day she 
spent in orbit. She had craved both while liv
ing aboard Mir.

Clinton called from the Oval Office to con
gratulate her. “I couldn’t believe you walked 
off the shuttle,” he said.

Lucid, who traveled 75 million miles and

circled the Earth 3,008 times, faces weeks of 
rehabilitation to recover from the effects of 
prolonged weightlessness, which include 
weak muscles, fatigue, vertigo, anemia and 
deteriorating bones. She could be dragging 
for months to come.

Unaccustomed to the pull of gravity, she said 
she felt heavy, but noted that was normal. She 
also was wobbly, almost falling over when she 
got up from a chair at NASA’s crew quarters. She 
grabbed onto a table to steady herself.

“It will take just a little bit to get fully 
adapted back to living in one-G (gravity) 
again,” Lucid said.

Lucid was taken to the crew quarters 
building for a battery of medical tests. She 
was reunited there with her husband, 
Michael, and their three children, all in 
their 20s.
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Advertising
• Easy 

• Affordable 
• Effective 

For information call
845-0569

QUARTERMAN’S
BDU’S

BDU’S $16“SET 
BOOTS $16“SET 

LOW QUARTERS $12“
PLUS MANY MORE ITEMS 

OF INTEREST
CALL ANTHONY AT 847-3886 

TO ORDER NOW!!

BEAT THE AIR FARE INCREASE! !
GO TO BUENOS AIRES, SANTIAGO OR MONTEVIDEO

From Houston or Dallas starting at $830.00
SAO PAOLO OR RIO DE JANEIRO

From Houston or Dallas starting at $1,020.00 
Prices do not include taxes

PACKAGES TO EUROPE, MEXICO, CENTRAL & SOUTH AMERICA
Call for details!!

INTERWORLD TRAVEL
800-527-1353 PHONE (713) 462-7132 FAX (713) 462-6638

dder Auditomw
TAMU-A.P BEUTEL HEALTH CENTER 

RESENTS THE WOMEN'S CLINIC PROVIDING

yoa .e »« *<» WOMEN S HEALTH CARE SERVICES 
lar® I**” FOR AGGIE STUDENTS

is /Vlorn/ng 

Roberts demons^

Services Include:
annual exams 

fa contraceptive methods 
(includingpills, Depo Provera shots, foam, 

diaphragm and condoms)
<+■ pregnancy testing and counseling 

<*• emergency contraception and counseling 
/*■ diagnosis and treatment of urinary 

, and vaginal infections.
Breast exams

For special problems the Women’s Clinic provides a 
GYNECOLOGY SPECIALITY CLINIC every two weeks, 

utilizing the services of a Gyn. specialist from the community.

“Imagine a new Plasma Center 
on LIniversity that 

caters to New
Donors!”

V/\ jl j T Smartest, easiest way to
[ i ! V! l carn extra money. Lie hack, relax.
X.\( \ '-i#M(snuly, or just visit: then receive cash 

your time, and plasma!!

Westgate Biologicals, Inc.
700 University Dr. East 

$25 Suite 111 $25
call for an appointment: 268-6050

Bring in this coupon and receive $25 on your first donation |

MSC Film Society
Now Showing

m
m
m
m
m
*
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Friday, Sept 27
7:00pm Mission: Impossible
9:30pm Mission: Impossible

Saturday, Sept. 28 
7:00pm Mission: Impossible 
9:30pm Mission: Impossible

Tickets are S3.00. Al! films shown 
in Rudder Theatre Complex.

Questions? Call the Aggie Cinema ! 
Hotline (847-8478).

A Persons with special needs call 
845-1515 w ithin 3 days of the film I

*§» Website: http^/films.tamu.cdul

NEW Motorola
BRAVO PLUS

$29.95*
$495

AIRTIME

‘ Activation and Airtime Purchase Required

Activate Your Motorol T64-59QO

CINEMARK THEATRES
IB UMOVIES 16HOLuvsTODl

Hwy 6 Bypass & Hwy 30 764-7592
MOVIES BELOW ARE EIRST-RUN 
S3.VI MA11NEES EVERY I >AY BffORE (J>M

‘EXTREME MEASURES (R)
11:05 1:40 4:10 7:00 9:50
•TWO DAYS IN THE VALLEY (R)
12:15 2:35 4:55 7:10 9:35 c™d

•FIRST WIVES CLUB (PG)
11:25 2:15 4:40 7:25 10:10 GESSO

MAXIMUM RISK (R)
11:05 1:35 4:00 7:05 9:20
•LAST MAN STANDING (R)
12:10 2:40 5:20 7:40 10:05
SPITFIRE GRILL (PG-13)
11:45 2:15 4:55 7:35 10:10
BULLETPROOF (R)
12:20 2:10 4:05 7:05 9:00
RICH MAN’S WIFE (R)
12:00 2:20 4:30 6:45 9:10

os

FLY AWAY HOME (PG)
11:20 1:50 4:10 6:55 9:15

gs

THE ISLAND OF DR. MOREAU (PG-13)
11:15 1:40 4:00 6:50 9:40

f n ^

TIN CUP (R)
12:40 4:10 7:25 10:30
A TIME TO KILL (R)
11:55 3:00 7:20 10:25

CrfjmrQ

INDEPENDENCE DAY (PG-13)
11:30 2:40 6:45 10:00

GS

JACK (PG-13)
11:10 1:40 4:45 7:20 10:20

os

CROW: CITY OF ANGELS & SU
PERCOP - DOUBLE FEATURE(R)
11:00 2:30 6:25 9:45
TWISTER (PG-13)
11:35 2:10 4:45 7:15 9:55 os

SNEAK PREVIEW: “THAT THING YOU DO" 
SAT. 9-28 AT 7:30P.M.

* NO PASSES OR SUPERSAVER ACCEPTED 
http://www.ipt.com

LEARN TO

FLY NOW
At United Flight Systems

THE EXPERIENCED FLIGHT SCHOOL

Learn to fly 
with the Cess
na
Pilot Center 
Exclusive Inte
grated Flight 
Training Sys 
tem

=71
Our New Location:
College Station 

Easterwood Airport
409 260-6322

Private thru
advanced
training
Aircraft rental 
Pilot Shop 

F.A.A.
approved 141 
school

VA eligible 
Benefits

Now You Can Drive 
To Italy In Less 

Than 10 Minutes
Welcome To

The Vintage House Trattoria 
at Messina Hof.

You’re sitting in a small, family-owned eatery on a 
small family-owned Estate. A soft breeze gently 

caresses the sea of grapevines...swaying 
in natural harmony.

Authentic Italian food so good 
you’ll want to go home 
and paint your ceiling.

The pastel sunlight streams in through tall, 
stained-glass windows. The green clear lake 

mirrors the perfect sky. The large white cranes 
seem to shimmer in the reflected light.

Fresh. Gourmet Handmade. 
Homemade. Casual.

You sip a superb glass of wine, made close by. 
Your spirits soar. Your palate rejoices. 

You’ve found the Mediterranean...the Southern 
coast of Italy...and you can drive here 

in less than ten minutes.

Open for lunch everyday,
H am. to 2:30 pan. and open for 
dinner on Friday and Saturday 

evenings by reservation.
This is how it should be. This is how it is. 

The Vintage House Trattoria at Messina Hof.

(409) 778-9463
(Reservations not required for lunch.)

http://www.ipt.com

