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A&M student makes a bi
catch to win grand priz

By Wesley Poston
The Battalion
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Roger Stroman went fishing 
last weekend and came back with 
a whale of a tale.

Stroman, a sophomore wildlife 
and fisheries major, won the 
McDonald’s Big Bass Splash fish
ing tournament Saturday on Lake 
Fork near Alba, Texas.

His catch of a 12.17-pound 
large mouth bass sent him home 
with a $21,500 check and a Stratus 
Bass Boat 285 worth $23,000.

Last year was Stroman’s first 
time to fish in the tournament or 
any other, he said.

“I didn’t do any good last year 
at all,” he said.

This year, however, was a dif
ferent story.

"I had a little more experience 
this year,” he said, "and a little 
more patience.”

Patience made the difference 
from Friday, the first day of the 

• tournament to Saturday, Stroman 
said, when he caught his treasure.
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“The first day that I fished 
that hole I didn’t catch any
thing,” he said.

Saturday morning Stroman 
set out again with “a little more 
confidence” and landed the 
biggest fish of the weekend on 
his second cast.

Stroman, an avid Fisherman, 
had fished in the lake several 
times and has a good deal of expe
rience in the sport.

“I fish a lot,” he said. “1 try to go 
up there once a month, at least.”

The tournament, which is 
sponsored by the Ronald 
McDonald House, attracted 3,527 
anglers from around the state for 
the three-day fishing frenzy. The 
entry fee was $140 for all three 
days, making the tournament one 
of the largest in Texas.

Stroman’s father, a guide on 
the lake, entered his son in the 
tournament and offered some 
helpful advice.

The sun was shining on Friday 
as he headed out alone to seek his 
fortune underwater.

His father had suggts 
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the first day.
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And not just any checking account. I 

want it here, in town, and not a million 

miles away. I'm going to A&M, the 

best #*%@ school in the country.

I am the 12 th Man I
So I want the I 2th Man Account.

i want my bank close. I mean close 

like right across the street from campus. 

And just because I’m on campus a lot, 

doesn’t mean I’ll always be on campus.

things t o do .
So I want more banks all over town

at least five. And if you can’t keep up 

with my hours, give me ATM machines 

A at least eight.

|R I want a bank that can get me 

|a student loan when I need-it. No 

|. hassles. No run-arounds. Quick. 

ISimple. Painless.

FirSt An
the 12th Man checking account, five convenient locations, eight ATMs, the University 
Center right across the street from campus, and lender of various student loans.

Visit us on the Internet at our home page - http://www.first-american-bank.com
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After all, buying an engagement ring can be one of the most 
important decisions you’ll ever make, and getting the right advice is 
critical. Did you know that the grading system used to evaluate 
diamonds was developed by the Gemological Institute of America? It 
is the premier school for gemologists. Very few stores offer you the 
opportunity to visit with even one GIA graduate, at David Gardners 
we offer you four. That’s right, four professionals that have been 
trained and tested so that you can believe what they tell you. If you 
are looking for a diamond, be sure you get the right advice, come see 
the professionals at David Gardners.
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Jewelers ♦ Gemologists

522 University Drive E • Between the Suit Club and Audio Video • 764-8786 • 764-8657
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