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Tae kwon do powerhouse Michael J. Pejo forms 
students into tomorrow’s leaders.
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irophies, medals and mounted newspaper clippings 
convey a sense of accomplishment from the walls and 
shelves of the tiny lobby of the Martial Arts Center in 

Bryan. Master Michael J. Pejo II enters from the blue-carpeted work out room, 
looking more like a weight lifter than a martial arts champion.

But the speed of his hands, feet and mind demonstrate his tae kwon do skills.
A swift roundhouse kick by Pejo bats down a target pad held above his head.
He knocks a gun from his temple and secures the “gunman” in an arm lock 

before a shot can be fired.
Is this magic or some divine power? /
Not at all, Pejo insists.
“It’s really pretty easy,” he said.
His martial arts mastery comes from years of intense practice. “Easy,” Pejo said, 

means the martial arts should be simple and fun to learn. This philosophy has 
guided him through 18 years of training, coaching and champion status.

He began training in the martial arts at age 11.
“I got hit by a bully,” he said, “and I never hit him back. My father didn’t like 

that too much.”
Pejo’s father, a former boxer, tried to teach his son how to fight, but Pejo hated 

boxing. He wanted to learn kung fu.
His mother told him kung fu was not an option, and tae kwon do was his 

other choice.
Tae kwon do, an ancient Korean martial art, is a punching- and kicking-based 

self-defense form. It has grown from obscurity in the past few decades to become 
the most widely practiced martial art in the world.

The national sport of Korea, tae kwon do is now the only full-contact martial art 
in the Olympics.

Pejo quickly found a love for tae kwon do, and began to master the art of the sport.
From ages 11 to 17, Pejo was the U.S. Junior Olympic champion and the New

York State champion. At 16, he was ranked the third best fighter in 
the country, after defeating the collegiate world champion.

In 1986, Pejo moved to the Olympic Training Center in 
Colorado, and was an alternate for the 1988 U.S.
Olympic team.

He won a bronze medal at the 1989 Pan- 
American World Games, and was ranked third 
in the world later that year.

Pejo was again selected as an Olympic 
team alternate in 1992, and represented Texas at 
the U.S. national championships for the next three 
years.

In 1995, Pejo moved away from competition 
devote more time to coaching.

He has been a state Junior Olympic coach for the past 
two years, and now coaches the Texas A&M tae kwon do 
team, ranked third in the country.

Pejo said family support was a critical factor in his 
success during his competitive years.

“I believe in a really strong family structure,” he said.
His brother and sister were also national- and interna­

tional-level tae kwon do champions, and the family is 
based on mutual respect and support, he said.

“They went to every tournament,” Pejo said.
He also said he was lucky to train under an accom­

plished instructor, Master Sang Chul Lee. Chul Lee, who 
was undefeated for 10 years, is now president-elect

See Pejo, Page 4
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BUILD
SUCCESS
As (Iks noison’s # 1 heovy equipment rental company. Hertz Equipment 
Renql Corpora too con be,Id ccreers !,«e no one else Here, you'll 
discover ol the success and stabdity an industry leader con pircvlde, 
combined with oT the opportunity an aggressive, g-crv»-*h oriented 
organization con oner
AlHERC, we're looking lor only the most motivated indlvidwals. 
Ambitious college g-oduo'es wf.o are eager to barn and are 
genuinely interested in pursuing o career track opportunity
As o pari ©I our Management Training Program, you 11 be 
able to select your own career path — in Sobs, fi-ronch 
Management, Regional Management, or Corporate
Openings are currently ovaikshb throughout she 
Southwest region.
Your deduction and hard work will ©am you immediate 
management level responsibility, on be-job training, an 
excellent sobry with bonus p©*e«tia!, and generous benefits 
(including medical and life insurance, dental assistance, vrsoa 
and hearing coverage, retirement plan, income savings plan, 
tuition reimbursement, pad holidays, vacation, and 
employee discounts}. All with the support of the no*,on's 
largest, most recognized name in renting and setlng, 
construction/ indysthal equipment to contractors, industry 
and government
If you've got what if takes to succeed. Hertz. Equipment 
Rental is equipped to give you be future. For immediate 
ccesid^o&on,please fax or send your resume to:
Attn: Dept. SM, Hertz Equipment Rental 
Corporation, 1610 Woodstead Court, Suite 460,
The Woodland*, TX 77380, FAX# {713} 364-5119.

I „

Visit us on campus Tuesday, 
September 24, 1996 

at the Career Fair

An Equal Opportunity E mpSoyer Equipment Rental

SPECIALIZING IN 
DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATION 

ONE DAY SERVICE ON MOST CARS

Quality Service since 1987
693-6189 

601 Harvey Rd.
feAv/f/?e

•TUNE-UPS
•TRANSMISSION REPAIR 
•WATER PUMPS 
•ALIGNMENTS
• FREE ENGINE DIAGNOSIS
• FREE 9 POINT SAFETY CHECK
• MAJOR & MINOR ENGINE REPAIR
• QUALITY FRIENDLY SERVICE

BRAKES 
A/C REPAIR 
ALIGNMENTS 
FREE BRAKE CHECK

Texas Ave.
★

Hwy 6

OPEN MON. THRU SATJ 
8 AM TO 6 PM

Welcome Back Aggies!
Free Automotive Class:

Learn what noises mean. Learn how to change tires 
on the side of the road & basic maintenance. RSVP required. 

Class offered every Wednesday through December 96.
It’s Better to be Safe Than Sorry!

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE”
J Service includes Diagnostic evalua- <jj^ m gg 
[ tion of AC system, leak detection & ^04
J first 8 oz. freon free each additional most cars 
joz. $1. 88. ■WI.UimJIlUIMB*

i "front/rear brake job j
I Includes: . . (Rear 69.95) MOST CARS I• • New pads • Rotors resurfaced 1
I* Inspect front calipers • Inspect master cylinder 

• Repack front wheel bearings & seals Special
Metallic Pads 'ZO00 Extra ^

j radiator"Flush & fill ]
$2095

Includes 1 gallon anti-freeze_________ |
i____________ ;________MMmmmj

WHEEL ALIGNMENT " 
S0095 Adjust caster, camber & toe set- 

ting to manufacturer specs. All 
most cars cars, four wheels (excluding Ford

4-wheei $49.95 I beam).

I ENG IN E Tun E-UP j
I In most electronic ignition cars, we’ll install new resistor spark plugs, adjust
■ idle speed, set timing, test battery and charging systems, and inspect other
* key ignition parts. We’ll make it PURR! 1
I Vans and Trucks’10" Extra S> ^ CYL.

■ $59.95 6 Cyl. H57
|^$69.95 8 Cyl. gjQgglggjQQggj

LUBE, OIL & FILTER SPECIAL
I $1^.95 • Chassis lube • Up to 5 qt. oil

I *+ • New oil filter • Check all fluid levels.
EPA $2 fee extra * 9 P°i"t safety check

MVIost Cars gjjQgjgggQgij


