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BEERS AROUND TOWN
| The Home Brewers Supply sponsored the 
first stop, Carney's Pub, on Tuesday
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By Jeffrey Cranor
The Battalion

Opera, Shakespearean drama, ballet, 
and painting are each considered fine 
arts. Now add beer to the list.

Just as a scholar of expressionistic 
paintings might study tone, balance, color, 
intensity, artist and nationality, a scholar 
of beer looks for gravity, bitterness or

Aggie team: 8Weetnes8, color, aroma, brewer
and country of origin.

Home Brewers Supply in 
College Station is sponsor
ing the first Tutored Beer 
Tasting Tour of eight local 
restaurants to educate the 
public in the art and histo
ry of beer.

The tour is an eight-week 
event covering seven local 
restaurants and bars (Brazos Brew
ing Company twice) each Tuesday at 8 
p.m. The stop next week is Crazy Cruz’s.

Sixty-four beers were selected by four 
judges in the community, eight beers each 
night. The judges researched the beer 
ahead of time to teach the tour partici
pants what to look for, how to judge fla
vor, and how to determine whether the

beer is top- or bottom-fermented.
Gerald Smith, owner of Home Brewers 

Supply, said many people have one kind of 
beer they like and stick to it. They often do 
not dabble in non-corporate brands because 
they know little about them, he said.

“The reason we did this was to educate 
the public on the different kinds of beers 
that are available,” Smith said. “It can be 

somewhat intimidating when you walk 
into Carney’s Pub and see their 53 

TJo taps. What makes you pick out a 
particular beer?”

^ ^ As Aristotle said, once the
learning process starts, man 
will continue to strive for 
more knowledge. Just as a 
play has more depth to it 
than a plot, beer is more than 

hops, malt, sugar and water. 
Chris McGreger, head brewer 

at Brazos Brewing Company and a 
judge for the tour, said Americans are 

starting to say “no” to sameness, lack of 
flavor and lack of diversity in beer. Mc
Greger said it is not that large breweries 
do not make good beer — there are a mul
titude of types to choose from.

“Once you have an educated palate 
about different beers,” McGreger said, “it

opens your mind to appreciating the huge 
range of beers out there.”

Smith said Budweiser, Miller, Coors and 
most other large corporate brewers’ beers 
fall into one sub-category of one style, but 
there are over 20 different styles.

Smith said the interest in these “alter
native” beers seems to be growing. He 
said while Budweiser owns nearly 50 per
cent of the market, its sales are flat, and 
microbreweries are growing between 50 
to 70 percent a year.

Jere Blackwelder, president of Brazos 
Brewing Company, said sales are up in 
imports and craft-brewed beers.

“The future of the marketplace in beer 
is going to be in the craft-brewed end of 
it,” Blackwelder said. "That is where the 
growth is.”

Charlie O'Douglas, broadcaster for 
KTSR radio, said the fascination with mi- 
crobrewed beers is more than just a slight 
interest — it is a trend.

“The Brewfest a couple months ago 
was pretty large, and each one keeps get
ting bigger and bigger,” O’Douglas said. 
“First the style was mood rings. Then it 
was baggy pants, then the grunge look.

See Beer, Page 4
Lewis Stracener, a connoisseur 
during the Tutored Beer Tasting

of beer, samples a cup at 
Tour.

Pat James, The Battauon

Carney's Pub in Bryan

Ways to beat the heat boredom of B-CS
The most common question 

asked in College Station is 
not “Paper or plastic?” It’s 
not “Would you like fries with 

that?” And it’s not even “Can I 
buy you a beer?” It’s the ever- 
popular “What is there to do in 
this town?”

We all love Texas A&M, but 
everyone needs a break. This 
summer there are plenty of 
places to visit for a weekend va
cation that are close, fun, and 
most importantly, affordable.

Concerts
For the music lover in you, there are bands

touring this summer that may actually make it 
through Texas.

There is Horde Fest this weekend in Houston, 
Hootie and the Blowfish, and everyone’s favorite 
concert topic, Lollapalooza.

The Cynthia Woods Mitchell Pavilion in the 
Woodlands is a popular concert spot near Hous
ton, the only drawback is that it is outdoors — 
it tends to be a little warm.

Toward the end of the show, when you’re 
sweating more than the drummer, and you can’t 
afford to buy a two-ounce glass of water and pay 
tuition, you know there’s a problem.

Galveston is a great place to hear a blues band 
and talented street musicians. Of course, you 
don’t even have to leave College Station to hear a 
good band. The local bands are determined to 
make a comeback, in spite of the untimely closing 
of Northgate Cafe.

On Wednesday nights this summer, Vertigo 
has hosted bands from Dallas, Austin and Hous
ton, as well as local talent such as Lewis, Half- 
Life, Saltwater Llama and Not It.

Bmasement

If you truly believe being strapped to a roller
coaster for two minutes is worth waiting in line 
for three hours and suffering a farmer tan for the 
rest of the summer. Six Flags-Astroworld is the 
place for you.

These popular amusement parks are offered in 
Dallas, Houston and San Antonio (Six Flags Fies
ta Texas). In spite of the crowds, these parks are 
an affordable and fun way to spend a Saturday 
with friends.

And to beat the heat, you can visit Sea World

(sit in the “splash zone” and watch the dol
phins), WaterWorld or Schlitterbahn (tubing in 
New Braunfels). > .

r »

Shopping
Okay, so Post Oak Mall is not everything you 

dreamed it would be. But the bathrooms are pret
ty darn clean. The Galleria in Houston is close 
and offers a shopping variety and ice skating.

The Woodlands Mall is really not that special, 
but it’s easy to find. Some people just have no 
sense of direction, but want to get out of town for 
some weekend shopping (so I’ve heard).

For antique shoppers, a fun place to look is

See Towery, Page 4
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ThenderCuoudSubs
FRESH, FAST. & HEALTHY

$2.69
Meal
Deal

Today's Special 6" Sub 
Chips & Drink

Alkgxtsgn&
next to The Cork 

2205 Longmire 
693-6494

RanctalVs Center
next to Marco's 

607 E. University 
691-2276
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Rock and roll from one” 
of the bestl

ROCKY 
RICHARDSON

Mon - Fri4i

Hour] $1 off
il drinks t Drafts 
& Winn

Mixed drinks,. - Siirt“ R 1
Ipm - 8pm Beer <

Please use outside 
entrance after mall hours.

rWeteea Sttee/

POST OAK MALL

Texas Ave.
•k
Hwy 6

TUNE UP
Family owned & operated 
Quality Service since 1987

\r
“People who 

know use 
Valvollne"

A

m
601 Harvey Rd. • College Station

OX
693-6189 Mon - Sat 8 a.m. - 6 p.m.

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE
$3495Service includes Diagnostic 

evaluation of AC system, leak 
detection & check freon levels up 
to 8 oz, free Freon $30.00 per lb.

most cars

T

i $39
WHEEL ALIGNMENT

95
most cars 

4-wheel $49.95

Adjust caster, camber & toe setting 
to manufacturer specs. All cars, 
four wheels (excluding Ford I beam)

FRONT/REAR BRAKE JOB ENGINE TUNE-UP
Includes:

•New pads
■Rotors resurfaced
•Inspect front calipers
•Inspect master cylinder
’Repack front wheel bearings & seals
Metallic Pads $20.00 Extra

(Rear $69.95) MOST CARS

$6995
special

| In most electronic ignition cars we’ll install new resistor spark 
plugs, adjust idle speed, set timing, test battery and charging 

| systems, & inspect other key ignition parts. We’ll make it PURR!

$59.95 6 Cyl. 
$69.95 8 Cyl.

$4995
4 Cyl.

RADIATOR FLUSH & FILL

$2995 Includes 1 gallon 
anti-freeze

| LUBE, OIL & FILTER SPECIAL
| $ “l >195 -Chassis lube -Up to 5 qt. oil

I • New oil filter -Check all fluid levels

most cars
ERA $2 

fee extra
Most Cars

•9 point safety check

BMUWINBiC
Restaurant & Sports Bar

LIVE ENTERTAINMENT
Thursday: 250 Draft $1.75 Pitchers

HAPPY HOUR 4-8 P.m.
Dine in

NEW Lunch Menu s2.99 11-4 S

We deliver anywhere In College Station 
Mon, - Frl. 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. & 4 p.m. -11 p.m. 

Sat. & Sun. 11 a.m. - 11 p.m.

1601 Texas Ave S.
(Across from Whataburger) 696-9777

ITALY SPRING 1997
Study with TAMU in Castiglion Fiorentino 

at the Santa Chiara Study Center

Interested?
Attend any one of these 

Info Meetings in 
358 Bizzell Hall West:

Fri., July 12 
3:15-4:00 p.m.

Wed., July 17 
5:00-5:45 p.m.

Thurs., July 18 
3:45-4:30 p.m.

Students will select a minimum of 12 hours:

ARTS 350:

LEAR 332:

ECON 320:

SOCI 205:

SOCI 230:

Arts and 
Civilization*
Prof. Paolo Barucchieri 
Global Economic Issues 
Prof. John Moroney 
Economic
Development of Europe 
Prof. John Moroney 
Introduction to 
Sociology
Prof. Stjepan Mestrovic 
Classical Social Theory 
Prof. Stjepan Mestrovic

(No Prerequisites)

♦Mandatory for all stu-

LEARN TO

FLY NOW
At United Flight Systems

THE EXPERIENCED FLIGHT SCHOOL

Learn to fly 
with the 
Cessna 
Pilot Center 
Exclusive 
Integrated 
Flight Training 
System

Cessna

Our New Location:
College Station 

Easterwood Airport
409 260-6322

Private thru
advanced
training
Aircraft rental 
Pilot Shop 
F.A.A.
approved 141 
school
VA eligible 
Benefits

Mlmmm

1996-97 
All-University ^7* 
Calendar
Cover & paper are made 
from recycled materials
• Aggie Problem Solver 
•Campus Map 
•Aggie Songs 
•Aggie Code of Honor
• University Center Map & Information
• Leadership Class List 
•Monthly Calendars 
•Yearly Calendars
• Name & Address Section 
•Class Schedule Grids 
•Campus Events
•Student Organization Meeting Times

At the Texas A&M Bookstore


