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Moving on up
Reed Arena is expected to put A&M athletic facilities in the national spotlight

By Ross Hecox 
The Battalion

Texas A&M men’s basketball coach 
Tony Barone is scheduled to have his 
prayers answered in the Fall 1997.

The construction of Reed Arena, the 
new special events facility, is well under 
way and promises to improve the bas
ketball and special events in Aggieland.

Director of Special Events Facilities 
Steven Hodge said the foundation has 
been laid, some of the walls are up, the 
floor for the main concourse is finished, 
two of the eight main columns are in place 
and the steel work has been started.

“It will start to look like a building 
now instead of just a big hole in the 
ground,” Hodge said.

Barone said Reed Arena will be much 
larger and more flexible for special 
events than G. Rollie White Coliseum.

“The basketball facilities have been 
way behind the times,” Barone said. 
The reality is that they are outdated. 
The building of Reed Arena at least 
puts us on a level playing field.”

The new arena will feature 12,500 
padded seats, more accessible refresh
ment stands, wider concourses, en
larged and improved locker rooms, 
meeting and conference rooms.

A 55 x 16 foot scoreboard, with an 
expected 12 x 16 foot instant replay, 
and a portable basketball court will 
also be included.

“The fans are going to have good 
sightlines and be close to the floor,” 
Barone said.

Reed Arena is a dual bowl structure, 
meaning it will have a balcony for seating.

Hodge said the building was de
signed to host many different events.

“This is a true special events center,” 
Hodge said. “It’s designed to do a range 
of things. It is a good facility for basket
ball, Muster and graduation. We hope to
do every- _______________________
thing from 
ice capades 
to tractor 
pulls.”

Hodge 
said careful 
planning 
was done to 
ensure 
proper fa
cilities for 
the men’s 
and wom
en’s basketball programs.

“We have worked with the Athletic 
Department to be sure to have all the 
support spaces for basketball,” he 
said. “This facility will have a full- 
court practice room.”

Barone said Reed Arena will help the 
basketball programs better than G. Rnl- 
lie did, especially with recruiting.

“Facilities do not directly show how 
good a team is,” Hodge said, “but they

do affect how a recruit perceives a 
team’s talent. And if recruits avoid 
A&M because of poor facilities, it is very 
difficult for the the team to improve.”

Barone said G. Rollie White is a hinder- 
ance to recruiting basketball prospects.

“It has to do with perception,” 
Barone said. “When you bring in a new 
recruit, G. Rollie is a negative.”

Athletic Director Wally Groff said the 
construction of Reed Arena has already

________________________  improved
recruiting.

“There 
has been a 
t r e m e n - 
dous im
pact al
ready on 
our re
cruiting,” 
Groff said. 
“We have

_____ __________________ Jerald
Brown

coming to A&M. He’s a McDonald’s All- 
American, and [last year] we were 
ranked 15th nationally in recruiting.”

Groff said he hopes the new facility 
will boost the attendance of Aggie home 
basketball games.

“Just the atmosphere of the facility 
will have an impact on attendance,” 
Groff said.

“From 1975 to 1980 we filled up G. 
Rollie, so we know that there is interest.

We just need to recreate that interest. If 
we can put an exciting product on the 
floor, we’ll have that sixth Man.”

Groff said soon all A&M athletic facili
ties will be among the best in the nation.

“When we have the new special events 
center and the new tennis courts, person
ally I wouldn’t trade our athletic facilities 
with anyone,” Groff said. “WeTl have 
first class facilities.”

"When we have the new 
special events center and the 
new tennis courts, personal
ly I wouldn't trade our ath
letic facilities with anyone."

— WALLY GROFF
Athletic Director

Shane Elkins, The Battalion

Reed Arena will house the A&M men's and women's basketball teams along with 
hosting graduation, Muster and tractor pulls.
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The Largest Sno Cones In Townl

Located next to the new 
Mr Gatti’s in Bryan.

Aggie Class oE *92 & *93

4-v /fr^
Manor
East

Shaved Ice

Buy 1 Medium 
Get 1 Medium Free

w/ this Coupon.
VALUE

BUY ONE ENTREE, 
GET SECOND ENTREE

FREE.
(Second entree must be of equal or lesser value. 

Coupon value up to $7) Valid anytime except Fri. & Sat. 
after 6 p.m. Not valid with special lunch menu or other 

entree specials, Dine in only. One coupon per table.

MtexM mMMM ®
607 E. University Drive * 846-5333 

__________________________________ Exp. 7/17/96

California Cmaathios
and supplements

10°/o off sia.iftiftleixi.en.ts
MET-Flx - New low price $34.95 for a box of twenty. 

No additional discounts allowed.
(located next to Fox & Hound)

(#09) SOS £. University
coupon expires 7/10/96

*SUBUJRVr‘
GOOD AT ALL 9 LOCATIONS

• 330 George Bush Drive • Parkway Square 
• Woodstone Center • 3601 E. 29th St.

• Northgate Store - University Drive 
• Post Oak Mall • 2500 Texas Ave., Bryan 

• 100 N. Main (Downtown Bryan)
• Texas at Deacon (Now Open)

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE
Receive Free one 22 oz. soft drink and one bag of chips with purchase 

of ANY of our foot long sandwiches at regular price.
Limit one coupon per customer, per visit.

Not good with SUB CLUB CARD or with any other discounts. Expires 12/31/96.

Rundown specials
SERVED DAILY 4 P.M. TEL 6:30 P.M.

AGED ANGUS SIRLOIN 8.9i
A 9oz. heavy aged Angus sirloin.
BUTTERMILK CHICKEN FRIED STEAK 7.9
Fresh round steak, dipped in a buttermilk batter and lightly fried, 
served with your choice of ranch fries or uptown mashed potatoes.
GRILLED CHICKEN 7.9
A seasoned boneless chicken breast cooked to PERFECTION 
and topped with our grilled pan onions.
BABY BACK RIBS 9.9
A full rack of the most tender and tasty BBQ ribs in Texas.
FRESH SALMON 10.9^
Fresh salmon marinated in bourbon, brown sugar and spices.
Grilled in lemon sauce. T-Bone catches ‘em himself.

All items above include hot bread and house salad with your choice 
of baked potato, uptown mashed potatoes or ranch steak fries.

809 E. UNIVERSITY (Next to the Hilton)____________846-6823

Everyone Can Drink Coffee Together

. Any Speciality Drink 
or Brewed Coffee

4/y Exp. 7/17/96
<>91-8792 Off

4001 29th St Ota Winn Dixie Shopping Center)

4 1 Large
1 -Topping Pizza

IPICK-UF* SPECIAL OTVEY!
Original Crust. Order as many you want. 
Additional toppings $1.00 ea. per pizza.

Not valid in combination with other discount offers or coupons.
One coupon per order, please. Good at participating Mr. Gatti’s.

268-8888
Offer good only at 

107 S. College
Conveniently located at the comer of 

University & College

With this coupon

FREE ORDER of french fries with
the purchase of anv Po bovs

good on
4:00 Sun. 11:00-2:30Mon.-Fri. 11:00

Dine in only
In front of TJ Laser Tag next 

to Hurricane Harry's 
(409)268-5333

Not valid with any other offer. 
No substitutions.

One coupon per customer. 
Exp. 7/24/96

317 College Ave. B 
College Station, TX 77840

MlSDtRfliuDX
FREJH, FAIT. & HEALTHY

Albertson's Center
Next to Kirk's Cleaners & 

The Cork
607 E. University

691-2276
RandalTs Center

Between Marco's & GTE
2205 Longmire

693-6494

FREESUB
iMNDERfimt

FREfH. FAST, fc HEALTHY

Buy any large sub and 
get a small sub FREE!

Bryan/College Station locations only. 
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. 
PRESENT COUPON WITH ORDER 

FOR DISCOUNT.
EXPIRES: July 10, 1996


