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Spy Hard falls short on laughs
By Jeffrey Cranor
The Battalion
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Spy Hard 

Starring Leslie Nielsen amt Nicollette 
Sheridan

XNrec^edl toy Rick Friedlierg

Leslie Nielsen’s latest paro
dy, Spy Hard, is comparable to 
the greatest American comedic 
films of all time (History of the 
World Part I, Big, Airplane!, 
etc.) because it is a movie and it 
was made in America.

The comparison stops there. 
Not to downplay the impor
tance of this correlation, but 
Spy Hard just does not stand 
out in Hollywood’s competitive 
and over-packed realm of come
dies, satires and spoofs.

Nielsen plays Dick Steele, 
Agent WD-40, who was once 
one of The Agency’s top spies. 
He quit the team, however, af
ter his partner and lover Victo
ria Dahl dies in Cliffhanger 
fashion during an assault on 
the evil General Rancor (Andy 
Griffith).

Years later, however, The

Agency discovers that Rancor 
survived, minus two arms, and 

asks Steele back to 
help stop the rub
ber-armed general. 
Steele declines— 
until he learns Ran
cor has captured 
Barbara Dahl, the 
daughter of his fall
en lover, and 
strapped her to the 
nose of a missile 
that could destroy

the world.
Steele teams up with Russ

ian Veronica Ukrinsky, Agent 
3.14 (Nicollette Sheridan), to 
help find her father, a scientist,

Leslie Nielsen and Nicollette Sheridan star the 
latest parody, Spy Hard.

who has the computer chip that 
could provide either world pow

er for Rancor or world peace for 
everyone else.

Consistent comedic elements 
are lacking. One can not help 
but enter the theater with a 
make me laugh attitude, which 
makes it difficult for the movie 
to ever get its humor moving, 
let alone its audience rolling.

Many of the scenes rely sole
ly on one gag to bring the audi
ence to laughter, unlike other 
successful parodies, that incor
porate several background gags 
to supplement the plot or pri
mary joke.

The lack of comedic potential 
of Spy Hard was not difficult to 
preaict. Nielsen’s most recent 
movies havebeen Mel Brooks’ 

Dracula: Dead 
and Loving It. 
Surf Ninjas ana 
the two Naked 
Gun sequels, 
that were really 
just blanks.

The laughter 
in Spy Hard, 
consists of the 
hearty bellows 
are greatly out
numbered by 
the mediocre 
guffaws. And 
even though 
there is a role 
for Griffith, au

diences should not expect any ap
pearance by Ron Howard.
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We're Opening Much More 
Than A New Restaurant!
DenAmerica is the nation’s largest Denny’s franchise. And we’re opening new restau
rants all the time—all over the country. So we can offer you the kind of growth potential 
you’re looking for in a restaurant position.

Right now, we’re hiring full- and part-time COOKS, BUSSERS, HOST STAFF, SERV
ERS & DISHWASHERS at our newest Denny’s in College Station. Join our crew today!

Your customer service skills will be rewarded with good pay, great benefits, and the 
potential for advancement. You’ll also enjoy flexible schedules and job security in a 
position right here in College Station.

For immediate consideration, please apply in person at: Denny’s, 607 Texas Ave., 
College Station, TX—ask for Michelle Kaibas. An equal opportunity employer m/f/d.
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Too much dribbling, not enough 
laughs hurt Goldberg and Eddie
By April Towery
The Battalion

Whoopi Goldberg is far from 
her funniest in Eddie. Too 
much basketball and not 
enough character development 
weakens this Steve Rash (Son- 
In-Law) film.

Goldberg stars as Edwina 
‘Eddie’ Franklin, a limo driver 
and die-hard New York Knicks 
fan. By winning a free-throw 
contest, and thus a one game 
stint as honorary coach. She is 
then offered a head coaching po
sition by the team’s owner Wild 
Bill Burgess (Frank Langella).

Realistic this movie is not. In 
an attempt to recreate Hooaiers, 
Goldberg tries to pump up the 
team as they grow to love and 
respect her, despite her lack of 
experience in coaching.

Langella does most of the 
acting in the movie, whereas 
Goldberg relies on her unim
pressive street-smart dialect. 
The rest of the cast is primarily 
comprised of 49 NBA stars, who 
act as well as Goldberg coaches. 
The players are each built on 
basic stereotypes.

There is Nate Wilson, (John 
Salley), who is watching his ca
reer fade due to knee injuries;, 
Terry Hastings (Rick Fox), 
whose marriage is falling apart 
due to an on-the-road fling, Sta-

Eddie 
jn Gold! 
Langella

SteveVlasb

cy Patton (Malik Sealy), an ego
tistical ball-hog; Darren Taylor 
(Mark Jackson), the ‘preacher;’ 
and Ivan Radovadovitch 
(Dwayne Schintzius), whose pri
mary line is “Ivan make basket.”

The characters are underde

veloped. They are in
troduced, their prob
lems are revealed, 
then Goldberg sets out 
to make everything 
better. Her goal is to 
reach the players on a 
personal level and 
therefore become a bet
ter coach.

The problem is, al
though the fans may 
love the game and 

know each player’s individual 
statistics, this does not qualify 
them to coach.

Eddie simply does not meet 
the expectations of a Whoopi 
Goldberg comedy.

Whoopi Goldberg stars as "Eddie," a die-hard New York Knicks fan, 
who wins the opportunity to coach the team.

Quality Service since 1987
693-6189 601 Harvey Rd.
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People Who Know Use 

Valvoline

SPECIALIZING IN DIAGNOSTIC EVALUATION 
ONE DAY SERVICE ON MOST CARS

•TUNE-UPS
• TRANSMISSION REPAIR 
•A/C REPAIR
• WATER PUMPS 
•ALIGNMENTS
• FREE BRAKE CHECK
• FREE ENGINE DIAGNOSIS
• FREE 9 POINT SAFETY CHECK
• MAJOR & MINOR ENGINE REPAIR
• QUALITY FRIENDLY SERVICE
• BRAKES

Texas Ave.
★
Hwy 6

OPEN MON. THRU SAT. 
8 AM TO 6 PM

Welcome Back Aggies!
Call us for a FREE Inspection which includes:

• check all fluid levels • check all belts & hoses • check all brakes & brake lines • check engine
It’s Better to be Safe Than Sorry!

AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE
J Service includes Diagnostic $0/195 
: evaluation of AC system, leak ^Ot1 
! detection & check freon levels up most cars * 

8 oz. free Freon $15.00 per lb.

r
! $

11

WHEEL ALIGNMENT
gij Adjust caster, camber & toe 

setting to manufacturer specs, 
most cars All cars, four wheels (excluding
39

4-wheei $49.95 Ford I beam). W/ COUPON ONLY

' FRONT/rIaR BRAKE JOB '
, , . (Rear 69.95) MOST CARS *

(Includes: ^ r\r- I I
•New pads • Rotors resurfaced SCTQSo 1 1

I • Inspect front calipers • Inspect master cylinder i |
• Repack front wheel bearings & seals ^

I Metallic Pads’2000 Extra ^ ^

i_____________________________ MyWi™!

ENGINE TUNE-UP
In most electronic ignition cars, we'll install new resistor spark plugs, adjust 
idle speed, set timing, test battery and charging systems, and inspect other 
key ignition parts. We'li make it PURRI
Vans and Trucks ’10“ Extra 4 CYL.
$59.95 6 Cyl. $/l Q95
$69.95 8 Cyl. ■ ** W/ COUPON ONLY

RADIATOR FLUSH & FILL
$2995

Includes 1 gallon anti-freeze

I f LUBE, OIL & FILTER SPECIAL
A®® • Chassis lube • Up to 5 qt. oil

■ • New oil filter • Check all fluid levels .
• 9 point safety check

l a ERA $2 fee extra
Most Cars J
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Now that you are graduating.
Are you ready for the Real World?

Phaedra Software Solutions is the only authorized ORACLE Business 
Alliance Partner and ORACLE Channel™ Partner for Bryan/College 
Station. ORACLE Channel is a registered trademark of ORACLE Corp.

Introductory student pricing for the entire course starts at 
$750 which includes comprehensive documentation. 
Certification from ORACLE Corp. available.

Class size is limited. Pre-register now!
First Course begins last week of June.

Stop kidding yourself • The world is changing fast • New technology, new ideas, new skills
• Getting a good start in your career is not just about your research papers, GPA's, or strong 
letters of recommendation • Real jobs need real skills •

Are you ready?

Phaedra Software Solutions, Inc. is bringing credible training programs to the Brazos Valley
• We will help you bridge the gap between the academic world and the real world. •

Partnering with ORACLE Corp., we are offering the state-of-the-art in training on the 
world's most popular database software via interactive satellite-based instruction •

It all makes updating skills interesting • Real world projects, real skills • Yes! Welcome to 
the real world • It's different out here and we will help you get there - in good shape •

For info:
Phaedra Software Solutions, Inc.
505 University Drive East, Suite 607 
College Station, TX 77840 
e-mail: bettyann@pss-sap.com 
Tel: (409) 691-0238 
Fax: (409) 268-8815

H A N N E L

mailto:bettyann@pss-sap.com

