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magine plunging from a 35-foot 
pole and trying to catch a 
trapeze with only a rope to 

ve you.
No, it is not the circus, but it is 
class students can take at 

exas A&M.
Venture dynamics was intro- 

iiced in the late 1970s and has 
ecome one of the most popular 

at A&M.
Kathy Eissinger, a venture dy- 

amics instructor and a lecturer in 
kinesiology department, said 

Enture dynamics, also known as 
ipes courses, are prevalent through- 
itthe United States.
Venture dynamics started as a 

rogram for naval sailors,” 
|et] issinger said. “Then it became an 

iff shoot of Outward Bound, which 
an organization that takes peo- 
e outdoors in attempts to chal- 
:nge them. Ropes courses are 
art of their program and are now 
eingused in all 50 states.”
Venture dynamics classes have 

4 students each and are based on 
philosophy of building trust 

nd communication among groups. 
The goal is for students to all 
comfortable being able to rely 

none another.
Scott Mendell, who has taken 

enture dynamics and graduated 
nl995 with an MBA, said the 

is an excellent way to learn 
ibout yourself and other people.

“The class will teach you how to 
nteract with groups and people 
4deal with group situations,” 
Mendell said. “It shows you how 
leres all different kinds of per- 

ionalities as a group. You learn 
low to recognizie this and make 
verybody feel included.”
The MBA program at A&M in- 

orporates venture dynamics into 
ts orientation week.

The MBA program is set up in

the lock-step way,” Mendell said. 
“We all have to take the same 
classes at the same time and carry 
the same load. You work in a team 
of five people and go through each 
semester with that team. You are 
forced to trust these people and in­
teract to show the weaknesses and 
strengths of the group.”

Perhaps the best example of 
trust building in venture dynam­
ics is the Pamper Pole.

Christa Noland, a venture dy­
namics veteran and a senior psy­
chology and sociology major, said 
the Pamper Pole is scary, but it is 
a joy to see people accomplish 
such a feat.

to do anything. We give them the 
opportunity to build up to it.

“If someone can get out there 
and do anything, they’re not going 
to get anything out of the class. 
People just need to be willing to 
take risks.”

Kim Henry, a venture dynamics 
veteran and a senior accounting 
and finance major, said the class 
is popular because the knowledge 
gained from it can be used 
throughout the student’s life.

“It helps you to grow a lot,” 
Henry said. “You grow not only 
physically, but emotionally and 
spiritually. It helps you to get 
over your fears. You will never be

"In other classes, you're just spouting things back to the 
professor. In venture dynamics, you're learning about 
who you are." _ kathy eissinger

venture dynamics instructor

feel i

“The Pamper Pole is a 35-foot 
telephone pole that you have to 
jump from and catch a trapeze,” 
Noland said. “You have to learn to 
trust that the other students will 
be there for you if you fall, and 
that’s a hard thing to do. It’s real­
ly neat when someone who’s 
scared of heights gets up there 
and catches the trapeze.”

Students on the Pamper Pole 
are secured by a belay, a rope at­
tached to the student and to three 
or four other students on the 
ground. The students on the 
ground are responsible for the oth­
er student’s safety.

Frank Thomas, a venture dy­
namics instructor and associate 
chairman of physical education ac­
tivities programs, said people 
choose tasks based on what they 
feel comfortable doing.

“The class is challenge by 
choice,” Thomas said. “You choose 
what you want to do. If a student 
flat out says no, they aren’t forced

able to take another class like 
this at A&M. It really is a team­
building experience.”

The class also fosters communi­
cation among students.

One of the ways it does this is 
through readings done at the end 
of class.

Henry said students bring short 
stories or quotes they have read 
that have had profound effects on 
their lives.

She said students make friends 
for life in the class.

Eissinger said she would en­
courage anyone to take the course.

“It’s different from anything else 
in the curriculum,” she said. 
“Everything else is book knowledge. 
This forces them to work with oth­
ers and how to handle group situa­
tions and relationships.

“In other classes, you’re just 
spouting things back to the profes­
sor. In venture dynamics, you’re 
learning about who you are.”

Dave FHouse, The Battalion

Brandon Berend, a junior business management major, leaps from the Pamper Pole during his 
venture dynamics class.
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TICKETS GO ON SALE SUNDAY, APR 7 FROM 4 - 6 PM

YOUR LOCAL INDEPENDENT MUSIC STORE
■ 5*11M

FAST & EASY

REGGAE
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X'TETW DE3LE3L.DB3^Y-SEJS THIS AAIEJEJK::
BEASTIE BOYS, CRACKER, & GETO BOYS

TICKETS ON SOLE: DEEP BLUE SOMETHING & RICK TREUIN0
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CONTACT LENSES
from

Bausch & Lomb
Daily or Extended Wear, Tinted & Toric (for astigmatism) available

$7900*
TWO PAIR or $ 11000*

FOUR PAIR

For Standard Daily Wear or Extended Wear Soft Contact Lenses 
Plus Free Cure Kit

,00*
TWO PAIR$99

For Standard Tinted Soft Contact Lenses

Cali 846-0377 for Appointment

*Eye Exam for Glasses or Contact Lenses $39°

CHARLES C. SCHROEPPEL O.D., EC. 
DOCTOR OF OPTOMETRY 

505 University Dr. East,
Suite 101

College Station, TX 77840

4 Blocks East of Texas Ave. & 
University Dr. Intersection

% %

no rime for a
GOOD Luncnr

Jhink
The Plaza Cafe serves a 

weekday lunch buffet 
that’ll satisfy your hunger, 
your schedule, 
and your budget!
Each weekday 
we offer different 
specialty entrees, 
plus we have 
our magnificent 
Soup & Salad Bar.

Served Monday - Friday
Ham-2pm

Again
Lunch
Buffet
just

$4.95

Soup & 
Salad Bar 
just

$3.95

801 University Drive East ♦ College Station 
409.693.7500

In the College Station Hilton

Plazaf. Cafe


