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Bush forms new tax committee
The group will focus on measuring public 
sentiment and finding possible tax alternatives

AUSTIN (AP) — Armed with a new 
report from his special property tax 
study group, Gov. George W. Bush said 
Tuesday he is forming a new property 
tax study committee.

Bush believes school property taxes 
are too high and wants to find a replace
ment for them. He said his committee 
will hear what Texans think about prop
erty taxes and the possible alternatives.

But it will make no recommenda
tions.

“Our job is to measure public senti
ment,” said Elton Bomer, the state in

surance commissioner appointed by 
Bush to chair the new tax committee.

“Our job is not to come to any specific 
conclusions. Our job is not to propose 
legislation,” Bomer said.

Bush said he hasn’t yet decided how 
many members the panel will have or 
who they will be. He said it would hold 
hearings in all parts of the state and re
port back by autumn.

Local school property taxes now total 
about $10 billion a year. After several 
months of work. Bush’s special tax 
working group issued a report Tuesday

that suggested three 
options for replacing 
the money:

• Creating a new 
business activity tax.
The report defined 
business activity as 
“the sum of all its in
ternal costs, including 
profit,” and estimated 
it to be about 40 per
cent of company’s 
gross receipts.

• Imposing a gross receipts tax on all 
business and investment income.

• Making changes in the current 6.25 
percent state sales tax, such as expand
ing the levy to items not now taxed.

Bush
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nation are unable to register for the first course of a sequence, 
she said, they may be forced to postpone graduation or co-enroll 
at a junior college.

The Senate recommends that the department allow stu
dents whose majors require 14 or more hours of a foreign 
language to be forced into foreign language courses.

The Senate also recommends that preference be given to 
students by seniority and that professors determine the 
number of students forced into a given section.

Becky Silloway, speaker of the Senate and a senior political 
science major, said she hopes the department will seriously con
sider the recommendation.

“It is the official voice of the student body when a resolution or 
bill is made by the Student Senate,” she said. “We are hoping that 
the department listens to the students and changes the policy.”

Steven Oberhelman, head of the modem and classical lan
guages department, said changing the policy would require re
sources the department does not have.

“I find the bill, which the Student Senate passed, to be unfor
tunate and quite regrettable,” he said. “It is somewhat ironic 
that the Student Senate decided to vote against the General 
Use Fee increase but is asking a financially strapped depart
ment to accommodate an even greater student demand.

“I will take it under (consideration), but I would belipve 
that I will not act upon the proposal unless there were 
more resources that would come along with it.”

Oberhelman said budget cuts have made it difficult for his 
department to accommodate the number of students from other 
departments who need foreign language credit.

“We have been cut at legist four times since 1991 in terms of 
our budget,” he said. “I am down a number of faculty positions. 
That is just the nature of a shrinking budget at the University.

“In terms of faculty and resources, we compare very poorly to 
UT-Austin. They offer more seats in Chinese and Japanese 
than we do for almost all of our languages combined.”

Oberhelman said some foreign language professors are 
teaching five courses, more than most professor^ in other 
departments.

The problem, he said, cannot be solved by adding a large 
number of students to existing sections because learning a for
eign language requires a high level of student-teacher contact.

“You can’t have more than 25 or 26 students in a class or you 
have ineffective learning,” he said. “We are at the absolute limit 
for (the number of students) considered acceptable for effective 
learning in a foreign language class.”

The department has implemented several policies to reduce 
the number of students who have serious problems with regis
tration for foreign language courses.

Oberhelman said he makes sure seniors are placed in the 
courses they need to graduate on schedule.

The department also requires students to take a placement 
exam before registering for foreign language courses, which he 
said opens 1,000 to 2,000 seats in some foreign language classes 
every year by placing students in higher-level courses.

The department makes only 75 percent of spaces avail
able in foreign language courses during preregistration. 
The remaining 25 percent are opened for registration at 9 
a.m. on the first day of class.
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before and then, after painting 
one, comes back and flips out at 
the beauty of a painting they have 
never noticed before,” Christensen 
said. “I’ve had students cry over a 
poem because they finally got the 
full force.”

English 236 concentrates on ba
sic creative writing skills, using ex
amples from contemporary authors.

The students are assigned two to 
three poems each week, which are 
subject for classroom discussion. 
Students place the poems in a port
folio they are required to create.

Christensen said students some
times have difficulty accepting criti
cism, but that after receiving and 
delivering critiques, students real
ize the importance of the input.

“Students learn to dissociate 
the personal side of themselves 
from the text,” Christensen said. 
“The amateur sees his or her work 
as an extension of their personali
ty and gets his feelings hurt, while 
the more experienced writer sees 
the poem as a project subject to re
vision and doesn’t feel attacked by 
criticism.”

Gorina Farias, a junior English 
major enrolled in the course, said 
she found reading her poetry to the 
class and receiving criticism diffi
cult at first.

“My heart started beating when 
(Christensen) asked me to read my 
poetry,” Farias said. “When people 
critiqued my work, it hurt a little, 
but it’s gotten easier and really 
helped me over time.”

Farias said people will always dis
agree about the style of poetry, and 
differences are discussed in the class
room without anyone getting upset.

Several A&M students have had 
their work published after taking

English 236 and received important 
awards, such as the Frank Waters 
National Award, for which the win
ner received $5,000.

English 236 students have had 
their work published in magazines 
such as Cimarron, Texas Review, 
Borderlands and Chelsea Review. 
A few former A&M students who 
took the poetry class have gone on 
to become well-known entertain
ers, such as Lyle Lovett and 
Robert Earl King.

Melanie Simmons, a junior Eng
lish major, said the class has 
helped her see beyond a poem’s 
theme to understand how the 
poem is put together.

“Now I don’t just look at the idea 
of a poem, I look at how the vowels 
go together and how words sound 
together,” Simmons said. “Our pro
fessor calls it verbal music.”

Simmons used what she learned 
in class to write a poem about what 
she saw while laying on her roof 
and looking up at the sky.

The first stanza of “Cobalt Roof 
reads, “Scores of scone^/Butter my 
tum/Lips drink bare air/Until dry.”

Some students have trouble un
derstanding poetry such as this, 
Simmons said, but after classroom 
discussions and lectures, the poems 
become easier to interpret.

For instance, Simmons said, the 
“scones” in her poem represent 
puffs of white clouds.

Farias said that though several 
students in her English 236 class 
enrolled as a way to avoid taking 
technical writing, she has over
heard many positive comments.

“I would encourage anyone to 
take this class,” Farias said. “Even if 
you think you don’t like poetry, peo
ple always like it because you learn 
things about yourself and others that 
you never thought of before.”

The English department offers 
a similar creative writing course, 
English 235, which focuses on 
short stories.
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Linders Health Food & Fitness
addresses the Spring Break Dilemma

Beef it Up...210, 220, 230! Bring it Down.. 130, 120, 110!
BODY BUILDER NUTRITION: HIGH-TECH WEIGHT MGMT:

* 100% Lactose free Protein *Retains Lean Body Muscle
*39g of Protein/24g of Carbs *Releases Stored Energy Reserves 
*300mg L-Camitine/3.5g Fiber "Tncreases Thermogenesis (fatbuming) 
*400mg L-Glutamine/serving * Nutritionally Subdues Hunger Stress

Preferred Nutrition
$5.00 OFF

or Ultra Citri Slim $3.00 Sample 
$5.00 OFF of 180 cp Bottle

Linder’s Health
1405 Harvey Rd. C.S. (across Post Oak Mall) 693-1990

Thunder fifTupSiiBs
FRESH. FAST. & HEALTHY

NOW 2 LOCATIONS!
Albertson's Center

2205 Longmire 
693-6494

Randall's Center
607 E. University 

691-2276

FREE
SUB

FRESH. FAST, & HEALTHY

Buy any large sub and 
get a small sub FREE!

Bryan/College Station locations only. 
NOT VALID WITH OTHER OFFERS. 
PRESENT COUPON WITH ORDER 

FOR DISCOUNT.
EXPIRES: APRIL 2, 1996

Buy 1 get 1 FREE
Buy any entree at 

regular price and receive a 
second entree of equal or

lesser value FREE

Expires 4/15/96 • Not valid with any other offer.

Post Oak Mall 764-0933

-suBuinv-
WTicre Fresh is the Taster

GOOD AT ALL 9 LOCATIONS
• 330 George Bush Drive • Parkway Square 

• Woodstone Center • 3601 E. 29th St.
• Northgate Store - University Drive 

• Post Oak Mall • 2500 Texas Ave., Bryan
• 100 N. Main (Downtown Bryan)
• Texas at Deacon (Opening Soon)

FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE FREE
Receive Free one 22 oz. soft drink and one bag of chips with purchase 

of ANY of our foot long sandwiches at regular price.
Limit one coupon per customer, per visit.

Not good with SUB CXJUB CARD or with any other discounts. Expires 12/31/96.

BUY ONE ENTREE, 
GET SECOND ENTREE

FREE
(Second entree must be of equal or lesser value. 

Coupon value up to S7) Valid anytime except Fri. 
& Sat. after 6 p.m. Dine in only. One coupon per 

table Not valid_withjunch specials or o\ppr offers.

VALUE MEXICAN RESTAURANT

607 E. University Drive * 846-5333
Exp. 4/3/96

Cafifornia Smoothies
and auf^ptaments

(located next to fox & Hound') 
(?09) SOS £. Ctniuereity

coupon expires 4/1/96

■I 70% Off With Coupon |-
HEBERT'S CAJUN DRIVE THRU

UNIVERSITY DRIVE - NEXT TO MCDONALD'S 
MONDAY - FRIDAY 11 AM - 7 PM

AUTHENTIC FAMILY RECIPES

CRAWFISH ETOUFFEE'
SHRIMP & CRABMEAT GUMBO 
CHICKEN & SAUSAGE GUMBO 
JAMBALAYA 
BEANS & RICE 
HOMEMADE BOUDIN 
CAJUN POT ROAST SANDWICH 
COLD DRINKS .75
LEMON CHILL 1.75 2.50
TAX INCLUDED

SMALL MED LARGE
3.00 4.25 7.95
3.00 4.25 7.75
2.50 3.50 6.50
2.75 3.75 6.75
2.00 2.75 4.75
2.50
3.00

SAMPLES ON REQUEST
846-7791
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