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Aggie Soccer takes another step

Stew Milne, The Battalion

Sophomore midfielder Diana Rowe dribbles upheld 
against the Lady Longhorns in a SWC Tournament game.

□ The Aggie Soc
cer Team posted 

best record 
e^rf winning 18.

By PW\\\p Leone
The b^m10n

in Nov^ber 1992, 
then-Texas athlet
ic Director Jobn David
Crow announced the Ath
letic Department’s deci
sion to elevate the A&M 
women’s soccer progtam 
to full varsity status.

No one could have pre. 
dieted at the time that 
the Lady Aggie soccer 
program would develop 
into a powerhouse in 
only three short seasons. 
But that is exactly what 
has happened.

After 15-win seasons 
in 1993 and 1994, Head 
Coach G. Guerrieri led 
his third Aggie squad to 
18 wins and the school’s 
first-ever appearance in 
the NCAA Tournament 
in 1995. Guerrieri sees 
A&M’s first-round 
thumping of the Univer
sity of Clemson as the 
high point in a season 
filled with success.

“The victory over 
Clemson proved a num
ber of things not only to 
us but also to the rest of 
the college soccer com
munity,” Guerrieri said. 
“I think it proved that we 
deserved to be in the 
playoffs, and it also 
marked our initial ar
rival as a national pow
er.”

Although the Aggies 
emerged as one of the 
country’s top teams this 
season, they could never 
shake their Southwest 
Conference rivals at 
Southern Methodist Uni
versity. The Lady Mus
tangs proved to be more 
than just a thorn in 
A&M’s side by beating 
the Aggies once in the 
regular season, once in 
the SWC tournament

championship and again 
in the second-round of 
the NCAA Tournament.

“That was the game 
that slapped us across 
the face and said, ‘Hey, 
you gotta play hard every 
game or you’re going to 
get beat’,” Bryn Blalack 
said. “After that, we real
ly came together and re
focused on the rest of the 
season, which helped us 
pick up a lot of wins later 
in the season.”

From the Alabama 
game on, the Aggies 
cruised through the regu
lar season with one of 
the Central Region’s 
most explosive offensive 
attacks. The front line of 
Blalack, Koop and junior 
forward Yvette Okler 
"was devastating.

Blalack finished the 
season with 23 goals and 
12 assists, Koop ended 
up with 21 goals and 10 
assists and Okler added

"The victory 
over Clemson ... 
marked our ini
tial arrival as a 
national power."

-G. Guerrieri 
A&M Soccer Coach

nine goals and 11 assists.
The offense became 

even more dangerous 
with the emergence of 
speedy freshman, forward 
Nicole Shook, who 
knocked home 10 goals 
with limited playing time 
in her first collegiate sea
son.

Koop credits the Aggie 
offensive success to good 
teamwork among the for
wards combined with 
stellar play from the 
midfield.

“No matter what com
bination of players, the 
front line always seemed 
to work well together,” 
Koop said. “And I think 
that’s because of the 
quality and the set-up

play of the midfielders. 
They always tried to give 
us the ball in good offen
sive position.”

A&M’s defense also 
shined for Guerrieri this 
season. The speed and 
tenacity of junior defend
ers Tina Robinson and 
Sandy Edwards mixed 
with the consistency of 
junior goalkeeper Sunny 
McConnell served as a 
gauntlet for opposing of
fenses. McConnell and 
her defensive teammates 
had nine shutout games 
and allowed only 32 goals 
on 258 shots.

Another factor in the 
good fortunes of Lady Ag
gie soccer this season 
was good overall team 
chemistry, which Koop 
feels was essential in 
helping the team over
come adversity and late 
season fatigue. Blalack 
believes the strength of 
the A&M unity can be 

brought back 
to Guerrieri.

“He sort of 
loosqned up,” 
Blalack said. 
“We picked 
up on that as 
a team and 
played a little 
bit more re
laxed. We all 
just had a 
good time 

this season.”
The good times should 

keep on coming for the 
Lady Aggies next season. 
A&M will only lose three 
players to graduation 
and will return all of the 
big guns on offense going 
into their inaugural sea
son in the Big 12, where 
A&M and the University 
of Nebraska should be 
the top teams.

Guerrieri, who expects 
an fine recruiting class, 
feels his soccer program 
has only scratched the 
surface on the success 
that can be achieved.

“This season was a 
taste of what’s to come. 
The journey has just be
gun for us.”
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CREATIVE 
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presents the

SUPER SAIi!
THEY'RE BACK FOR 2 PAYS ONLY!

Just in time 
for X-Mas, 

these shirts 
make the 

perfect gift.

ALL MAJOR 
CREDIT CARDS 

ACCEPTEDI

DEC 9th - 10th 
SAT & SUN 
10AM-SPM

801 University Drive East

WE USE THE HIGHEST QUALITY 
100% COTTON T-SHIRTS AND 

SWEATSHIRTS AVAILABLE, AND WE 
STILL BLOW THE BOOKSTORE 

PRICES AWAY!!! 
sr ; I

4.0 & Go Tutoring
Located at 700 E. University Drive, next to Sidepockets,

behind the Golden Corral.

Saturday
Dec*09

Sunday
Dec-08

10 am - 
1 pm

ACCT 229 
Mock Final

2-5 pm
ACCT 229
New Material &

Test 2 Rev beqin

ACCT 229
Cont. Test 2 & 

Test 3 Rev.

5-8 pm
ACCT 229 /209 
Cash Flows

ACCT 209 
Mock Final

12-3 pm
BANA 303 
CRAM 1

BANA 303 
CRAM 2

3-6 pm
MATH 152 
CRAM 1

MATH 152 
CRAM 2

6-9 pm
ECON 202 

Profs. Bailey, 
Riddick

6-8 pm
MATH 141 
CRAM 1

MATH 141 
CRAM 2

8-11 pm
MATH 151 
CRAM 1

MATH 151 
CRAM 2

DECEMBER GRADS
If you ordered a 1996 Aggidand and will not be on campus next fall to pick 
it up, you can have it mailed. You should stop by the Student Publications 
business office, room 230 Peed, McDonald Building, between 8:30 a.m. and 
4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday, and pay a $6.50 mailing and handling fee. 
Refunds will not be made on Aggidand yearbooks not picked up within one 
semester of the publication date.

December 1995
The Texas A&M Bookstore In the MSC 

Monthly Planner

Sell your books at our Remote Buyback Trailers at Sbisa, Blocker, the Commons, and West
Campus Pavilion.
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