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• Furniture • Antiques
• Collectibles dr Gifts

822-6633
2100 Cavitt Ave., Bryan 
Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Sun. 1-5 p.m

FabricCare
Cleaners

822-1583
Your Professional 
Launderer & Dry 

Cleaners

“Give a Coat & Share the Wfatmlh.”

Steve Wanner
Saturday, 

Dec. 2 9 p.m.
SILVER
WINGS
BALLR0)))0)))M

Hwy. 105 East 
Brenham, Tx

Come Party with Steve 
Wariner after the game!

Tickets available at: 
Court’s Saddlery & Co., Bryan 

Catalena Hatters, P.O. Mall 
Reserve your tickets by phone

(409) 836-4836

ThwrCmdSlbs
FRESH, FAST, & HEALTHY

Now 2 Locations!

Albertson’s Center 
2205 Longmire 

693-6494

Randall’s Center 
607 E. University 

691-2276

Fast, Fresh 
& Healthy

That’s the 
ThunderCloud way!
20 delicious varieties 
of subs, savory soups 

& garden-fresh 
salads, just the way 

you like ‘em. We use 
only the freshest 
ingredients and 

custom make every 
order to your 
specifications.

Dine-in, Take Out, 
or Lunch Delivery

FRESH, FAST. 6. HEALTHY

Buy one, get one 
FREE!!

Buy any sub and get a 
2nd of equal or lesser 

value FREE!
College Station locations only. 

Not valid with other offers. 
Present coupon for 

discount.
EXPIRES 12/9/95

Chart a Course for Success at

Boston University
International Graduate Centers

Brussels • London • Israel • Boston

IMastei' of $eionco Oegree* in 

Management 
and
Administration

• Concentrations in 
International Management 
Multinational Commerce

• Full and Part-time Courses
• Begin in January, 

September, or April

Call 617/353-6000
755 Commonwealth Avenue 
Boston, MA 02215

BOSTON
UNIVERSITY

International Graduate 
Centers

An equal opportunity, affirmative action institution

Late-arriving UH made up for lost time
By Tom Day
The Battalion

It was the day running back Alois Black- 
well had envisioned when the University of 
Houston football program had recruited 
him nearly four years earlier.

After years of waiting, the moment 
Houston Head Coach Bill Yeoman, 
Cougar fans and alumni and the entire 
University had anticipated for so long 
had finally arrived.

In just its first year as a member of the 
Southwest Conference, the Houston foot­
ball program had fulfilled its fantasies and 
crushed all doubts by winning the league 
title and a trip to the 1977 Cotton Bowl.

“It was like a dream where everything 
goes according to plan and the ending was 
exactly how you dreamt it to be,” Black- 
well said. “I can remember walking out 
onto the field from the dressing room at 
the Cotton Bowl against Maryland. They 
were 11-0 and I could just remember 
thinking the dream had been perfect so 
far. Could we just finish it up? The game 
went perfectly.”

Picture perfect.
Behind Blackwell’s 149 rushing yards, 

the Cougars shocked the fifth-ranked 
Maryland Terrapins that day, 30-21. Carv­
ing up a Maryland defense ranked second

Battalion File Photo
University of Houston quarterback David 
Klingler yells an audible during a game 
against Texas A&M in 1991.

in the nation in rushing defense, Blackwell 
was named the game’s Most Valuable Of­
fensive Player.

“I was recruited in 1973, and my class 
was told we would be a part of SWC history 
and would be able to compete for the SWC 
championship for the first time in the Uni­
versity of Houston’s history,” Blackwell said. 
“I loved that aspect of being able to come 
into the conference and have the chance to 
start a tradition that I thought would contin­
ue for the rest of the duration.”

Little did Blackwell and the faithful fol­
lowers of the Southwest Conference know 
then that the prestigious league only had 
20 years of life left in it.

Yeoman, who coached Houston for 25 
years, 11 of those as a member of the 
SWC, said the league’s disbanding will not 
be felt for several years.

“You’ll never know if it’s a change for 
the better or the worse until it’s been done 
for four or five years,” Yeoman said. “The 
tone of the state has been geared very 
closely to the Southwest Conference, and 
it’s kind of an unfortunate situation.”

Yeoman built a 160-108-8 record from 
1962 to 1986 and won four SWC titles in 11 
years.

Now working in the Athletic Marketing 
Development Department at UH, Yeoman 
is clearly against the conference disband­
ing — with the Cougars joining the newly- 
formed Conference USA.

“As far as SWC teams going to the Big 
12, the WAC and Conference USA, I think 
they are going to find out it wasn’t that 
bad to hop on a bus and go play a real' 
good team,” Yeoman said. “After you make 
the trip to Ames, Iowa and Stillwater, 
(Okla.), you realize there’s just not much 
going on there.”

For the University of Houston, the end of 
the SWC is hard to fathom. After all, it was 
only two decades ago that UH was scram­
bling just to be a part of the conference.

“(Getting into the conference) was ex­
tremely important to our situation,” Yeo­
man said.

“We had gotten to the point as a football 
program where we could play pretty well, 
and many of the schools that we had been 
playing over the years up until then would­
n’t answer the phone anymore. We had got­
ten a little too good.”

Although UH has been an SWC member 
for only 20 years, the Cougars have left a 
huge mark on the history of the league.

Houston’s conference title and No. 4 nation­
al ranking in its first SWC season in 1976 won 
much respect from its conference brethren.

But Yeoman said it was the Cougars’ 
success in the following years that con­
vinced the league and its followers that UH 
was for real.

“The initial year had a serious impact 
and was an enjoyable experience to go 
through,” Yeoman said. “In essence, we 
had been in competition with the schools 
here in the state, but we were never al­
lowed to get on the field with them.

The Cougars’ 1978 SWC championship 
season was marred in the Cotton Bowl 
when Notre Dame, led by quarterback Joe 
Montana, beat Houston 35-34. Montana 
broke the hearts of the Cougar faithful by 
guiding the Irish to 23 points in the game’s 
final 7:37.

The next year, Houston did what it could 
to wipe out that painful memory by defeat­
ing seventh-ranked Nebraska 17-14 in a re­
turn trip to the Cotton Bowl.

Yeoman said that Houston’s success in 
1984 was one of his most rewarding sea­
sons. The Cougars used a 6-2 conference 
mark to qualify for the Cotton Bowl.

University of 
Houston

Entered league: 1976 
All-Time SWC record: 78-70-5 
Bowl Record: 3-4 
Championships: 1976, 78, 79, 84 
All-Time Coach: Bill Yeoman: 1962-86, 
Overall 160-108-2, SWC:51-35-2

Top 5 Players:
1. Andre Ware,

Quarterback
2. David Klingler,

Quarterback
3. Manny Hazard,

Wide Receiver
4. Wilson Whitley,

Wide Receiver
5. Chuck Weatherspoon, Running Back

Top 5 Games:
1. Nov. 20, 1976: UH 27, Tech 19: UH 
wins first SWC title
2. Nov. 1, 1978: UH 10, UT 7: Unseating 
the SWC Champs
3. Nov. 7, 1987: UH 60, UT 40: The 
beginning of the run’n’shoot
4. Oct. 21, 1989: UH 95, SMU 21: Oh yeah
5. Nov. 17, 1990: UH 84, E.Washington 21: 
D. Klingler, NCAA record 11 ID passes

“I think our staff did its best job in 
1984,” Yeoman said. “We certainly had 
some players, but we had nothing to com­
pare to SMU and Texas at the time.”

Of all the Houston teams he coached, Yeo­
man said probably the most talented group 
was the one he left behind when he retired 
from coaching following the 1986 season.

Under new coach Jack Pardee and his 
then-innovative Run-n-Shoot offense, such 
name players as Andre Ware, Chuck 
Weatherspoon and David Klingler emerged 
to lead Houston to three Top 20 finishes 
from 1988 to 1990.

“Maybe the best players we had were 
the ones we left Pardee and his group,” 
Yeoman said. “We left them nine NFL 
football players, and I was disappointed 
they couldn’t win the conference with that 
bunch.”

Yeoman, who recruited Ware in 1986, said 
the quarterback’s Heisman Trophy winning 
season of 1989 was a key moment in the 
school’s evolution as a national power.

“Any time you have who people consider 
the best football player in the United 
States, the conference, the school, the pro­
gram, the town and everything else bene­
fits,” Yeoman said. “To have a kid as classy 
as he is, the whole sport benefits.”

Both Yeoman and Blackwell believe 
Texas will miss the rivalries and traditions 
that take place between SWC schools.

“I enjoyed the conference rivalry and the 
conference relationship between schools 
very much,” Yeoman said.

For Blackwell, the SWC was something 
he aspired to a part of from his childhood.

“I always wanted to play in the SWC,” 
Blackwell said.

“It’s like having a home and a family 
your whole life and coming back to find no 
home and your family has scattered. That's 
symbolic of what’s happening to the SWC.”

Surprise your folks.
When you stay awake in class, you tend to learn more. (Unless you have an uncanny 

talent of learning through osmosis.) So don't let fatigue get in the way of your A, Revive 
with Vivarin®. One tablet has the same amount of caffeine as about two cups of coffee. 

And it's just as safe. Hey, anything is possible, if you're up for it.
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Use only as directed. Revive with Vivarin!

World Famous Cinnamon Rolls

•Buy a Six Pack and 
get a Free Cimiabon.

•Order x-press 
packs now for the 

Holidays.

Post Oak Mall
696-6790
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GDADS

If you ordered a 1996 Aggieland 
and will not be on campus next 
fall to pick it up, you can have it 

mailed. You should stop by 
room 230 of the Deed 

McDonald building between 
8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday, and pay a $6.50 

mailing and handling fee. 
Defunds will not be made on 

Aggieland yearbooks not picked 
up within one semester of the 

publication date.


