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the Texas Instruments plant.
In exchange, any land an­

nexed by College Station for 
the next 16 years would invari­
able fall under College Sta­
tion’s utilities jurisdiction.

This agreement operated 
smoothly until 1993, when Bryan 
legal counsel realized the Bryan 
city charter prohibited making 
sales power contracts of more 
than 10 years in length.

Bryan declared in 1994 that 
the utilities agreement was in­
valid and began negotiations 
with College Station officials.

Joe Brown, Bryan public in­
formation officer, said negotia­
tions reached an impasse, and 
Bryan filed a declaratory judg­
ment lawsuit, which seeks only 
a judge’s ruling and no mone­
tary compensation.

“I don’t know what exactly 
we’re asking for,” Brown said. 
“But there’ve been a whole lot of 
customers taken away from us 
since 1980.”

If the agreement is declared 
invalid, utilities of College Sta­
tion areas annexed between 1990 
and 1995 will once again be regu­
lated by Bryan.

Skip Noe, College Station 
city manager, said having dif­
ferent power rates throughout 
College Station would be con­
fusing and unnecessary.

“Now, we have a say so in 
what happens, and we are re­
sponsive to all the taxpayers in 
College Station,” Noe said. “We 
just want to continue providing 
service to all parts of our city.”

If Bryan takes control of util­
ities in some College Station 
annexes, Noe said, rates will 
likely increase for all College 
Station residents.

“The more customers you 
have, the better rates you can 
get,” he said.

Peggy Calliham, College Sta­
tion public relations and mar­
keting manager, said Bryan offi­
cials are using the charter tech­
nicality as an excuse to break 
the contract because the deal 
was not beneficial to them after 
the Texas Instruments plant 
shut down.

“Bryan just wanted to provide 
power for them (Texas Instru­

ments),” Calliham said. “It’s a 
matter of dollars.”

Calliham said Bryan officials 
protested the agreement be­
cause they feared that in 1996 
College Station would not renew 
its power contract with Texas 
Municipal Power agency of 
which Bryan is a partner.

College Station, which does 
not produce any of its own power, 
did in fact sign a contract with a 
different power company, Texas 
Utilities, effective Jan. 1, 1996. 
This contract will result in lower 
utility rates for College Station.

The argument presented in 
court by College Station officials 
was that since both cities contin­
ued business as usual after the 
10-year limit had passed, the 
contract was, in effect, renewed.

Noe likened the situation to 
leasing an apartment. He said 
that if a tenant’s lease runs out, 
but the tenant continues to live 
there and continues to make pay­
ments, the contract is still good.

“If they never tell you other­
wise, and you keep paying, basi­
cally you’ve renewed your lease,” 
he said.

Since Langley ruled to have 
another hearing before making a 
final judgment, Noe said the 
court must have found some mer­
it in College Station’s argument.

However, Brown said Lang­
ley's judgment against College 
Station was clear.

"Basically the judge said, ‘This 
argument you made is not a good 
one,”’ he said. "Tf you want to 
come at it from a different way, 
you can have one more try.’”

The power contract signed in 
1980 states that if the agreement 
was found to violate either city 
charter, Brown said, the agree­
ment would be void. Brown com­
pared College Station’s argument 
to people breaking the speed lim­
it because they are unaware it 
has changed from 65 to 55 mph.

“Just because the city of 
Bryan continued to do it, doesn’t 
erase what the charter and the 
agreement state,” he said.

But Noe said, as a matter of 
honor, the agreement should not 
be broken.

“The world was all peachy 
keen for 13 years, and then 
someone said, ‘Hold on, the 
agreement’s not good anymore,”’ 
he said. “We’re honorable folks, 
and we entered into an agree­
ment for 16 years, and we just 
want to follow through on that.”
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the environment and aid to 
working families from severe 
reductions.

Panetta insisted that the ad­
ministration had surrendered 
little in accepting the OOP’s 
timetable, saying it was spend­
ing levels for important social 
programs that really counted. 
On NBC’s “Today,” he even 
seemed to hedge a bit on the 
timetable itself.

“If we can work out an agree­

ment that protects those priori­
ties, we can do it in seven years 
or eight years,” Panetta said. 
“But the important thing is pro­
tecting those priorities, and 
that’s what we got in the agree­
ment last night.”

Sunday’s agreement sent 
about 700,000 federal workers 
back to their jobs Monday, fol­
lowing another 100,000 who re­
turned earlier as bills financing 
several agencies were signed. 
That meant that the Grand 
Canyon and Smithsonian muse­
ums reopened to tourists, the 
Commerce Department re­
sumed tracking economic statis­
tics, and overseas embassies 
could issue visas to travelers.
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“Basically, we thought it would be very effective,” Taylor said. 
“We’ve provided a great educational resource to the community.”

Taylor said the prison camp donated both resources and labor 
to the effort.

“The federal women’s program and our affirmative action com­
mittee sponsored the project through book donations,” she said. 
“Also, our warden, Anne Beasley, was kind enough to authorize 
the building of book shelves by our inmate construction work de­
tail, so our inmate population actually built the shelves.

“We got other organizations involved in the project, and it be­
came their community service project.”

Georgiana Vaccaro, a doctorate bilingual education stu­
dent in the class, said the project was chosen for its merit in 
the community.

"We entertained several ideas, and this one seemed to be the 
only one that everyone could contribute to evenly,” Vaccaro said. 
“We knew before we started that there were a number of school- 
aged children in this project, and we thought this could help ad­
dress a need and a concern.”

The group also focused on a multicultural aspect when coordi­
nating the project, Vaccaro said, obtaining materials written in 
English, Spanish and Vietnamese.

“Since this is a diverse population, we tried to get a diverse col­
lection for the library,” she said. “We think this project is replica­
ble in other parts of the community.”

Debra Mixon, Mockingbird Run complex manager, said she be­
lieves the project will have a positive effect on both residents and 
the surrounding community.

“I think it will have a tremendous effect,” Mixon said. “They 
have books on many great levels.”

Mixon said there are 300 school-aged children living in the com­
plex, 75 percent of whom attend schools surrounding the complex.

The library will benefit students as well as their families, 
Mixon said.

“We’re trying to raise the level of reading,” she said.
In addition to the library project, the complex has a program 

in which volunteers read to children, help them with school work 
and serve as role models.

Volunteers are still needed for this program, and interested 
persons can contact Mixon at Mockingbird Run at 779-0051.

Dixie Theatre
ELEPHANT WALK 

JACKET PINS
Craftmaster’s Mall 

Briarcrest across from 
Viking Stadium

106 S. Main St., 822-0976 
Located in Historic Downtown Bryan

| For private parties call Willie at 822-3743 |

Happy Hour: Wed. - Sat., 5-8 pm 
Drink Specials • Music • Pool Tables 

18 and older welcome

SCHULMAN SIX
2000 E. 29th Street 775-2463

Aggie Owned and Operated!
Class of 79,‘80, *91 

Entertaining Brazos Valley Since 1326

$1.00 All Shows Before 6 p.m.
$1.50 All Shows After 6 p.m.

•WATER WORLD *PG-13
Fri - Sun 4:00 7:00 
Mon - Thur 7:00

•TO WONG RX) • PG-13
Frl-Sun 1:05 3:10 5:15 7:20 9:35 
Mon - Thur 5:15 7:20 9:35

•BABE «G
Frl-Sun 1:20 3:20 5:20 7:20 9:30 
Mon - Thur 5:20 7:20 9:30 

•A WALK IN THE CLOUDS • PG-13 
Frl-Sun 1:25 9:40 
Mon-Thur 5:05 9:40 

•SOMETHING TO TALK ABOUT • R 
Frl-Sun 1:00 3:05 5:10 7:15 9:40 
Mon - Thur 5:10 7:15 9:40 

•MORTAL KOMBAT • PG-13 
Frl-Sun 1:10 3:10 5:05 7:20 9:45 
Mon - Thur 5:05 7:20 9:45 

•OPERATION DUMBO DROP • PG 
Frl-Sun 1:10 3:15 5:20 7:25 9:35 
Mon - Thur 5:20 7:25 9:35 

* IN DOLBY STEREO

SPRING BREAK ‘96

Aggie Special

from $349
Can cun pustex

departs Austin, San Antonio,
Houston & DFW

Acapulco
Ixtapa

Puerto Vallarta
$100 off per room if 
booked before Dec. 15

HOLIDAY EXPRESS 
1 (800)235-TRIP

(software exchange)
104 COLLEGE MAIN @ MORTHGflTE IN CS. TX 

846-1763

WE BUY. SELL & "RENT"
NEW & USED
HRRDWfiRE & SOFTWARE 
SPECIAL: -6X CD-ROM $25900

■486DX4-1ZO Fully Loaded with 
MM-Kit $1365°°_________

HOT.
Burn, baby, burn —disco inferno.

MAC.
Not the burger, pal—the killer computer.

DEALS.
Cheap. Not as cheap as a taco, but hey.

Now $1,859

Power Macintosh’ 7100/80 w/CD
SMB RAM/700MB hard drive, 

PowerPC" 601 processor, CD-ROM drive,
15" color monitor, keyboard and mouse.

Power Macintosh* 7200/75 w/CD
SMB RAM/500MB hard drive, 

PowerPC" 601 processor, quad speed CD-ROM 
drive, 15" color monitor, keyboard and mouse.

RIGHT NOW AT YOUR CAMPUS RESELLER.
Being a student is hard. So we’ve made buying a Macintosh* easy. So easy, in fact, that the 

prices on Macintosh personal computers are now even lower than their already low student prices.

Unfortunately, they won’t stay this low forever. So you need to forget about how hard your life is for a 
minute and start thinking about how easy it will be with a Macintosh. The com- a j 
puter that gives you the power any student can use. The power to be your best? /Yppifc!

Serving 
Texas A & M 

University 
students, faculty 

and staff since 
1985.

MicroComputerCenter
(Tmipider Sales arid Service

Located in the Texas A&M Bookstore next to the software department.
409-845-4081

Hurry! 
Supplies are 

limited!
Product prices, product availability and sales taxes may vary. Offer expires January /5,1996. ©1995 Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. Apple, the Apple logo, Macintosh and “The power to be your best" are registered trademarks of Apple Computer, Inc. Mac is a trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. CardShop Plus is a registered trademark of Mmdscape. 
All Macintosh computers are designed to be accessible to individuals with disability. 1b team more (US only), call 800-600-7808 or TTY800-755-0601.


