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Soccer ’95: Taking it to the next level

Tim Moog, The Battalion

st’ Junior forward Kristen Koop practices some fancy 
footwork in preparation for the upcoming season.

□ Team captain Kristen Koop is 
preparing to lead her team on a run 
to the NCAA playoffs.
By David Winder
The Battalion

In 1993, Kristen Koop walked on the Texas 
A&M soccer team just to see if she could make it. 
In 1995, Koop will walk onto the Aggie Soccer 
Complex as the captain of the team.

“Coming from a walk-on (to a captain), I 
learned that hard work will get you anywhere you 
want to go,” said Koop, a senior zoology major. “It’s 
very humbling because it’s easy to say that 'I de
serve it, or I’m here because I did it,’ but I could 
never think that.”

Soccer Head Coach G. Guerri- 
eri, however, disagrees with his 
star junior forward.

“There were three reasons that 
Kristen was chosen captain,” Guer- 
rieri said. “Number one was acade
mics, she’s always on the honor 
roll and sets a solid example for 
the other players.

“Reason number two is social, 
because off the field she’s a posi
tive role model. Number three is 
athletic ability. Last year she was 
our offensive MVP, and she always 
leads by example.”

From the time Guerrieri spotted 
her dominating try-out games, to 
last year’s match against perennial 
power Southern Methodist, Koop 
has inspired her teammates with 
her play.

“We were leading 2-0 at.the half against SMU,” 
Guerrieri said. “Then they scored two quick goals 
to tie it, which really shocked our players. Nobody 
had a feeling of what was going to happen.

“Then Kristen and a SMU player went after a 
50-50 ball (a ball that is a equal distance between 
two players). She (Koop) punched it up a gear, 
then punched it up another and beat the other 
player by five yards. Then she used her left to kick 
it to the far comer of the goal.”

The Aggies went on to beat the Lady Mustangs 
5-2 and finished with a 15-2-2 record. But for the

See KOOP, Page 13

□ Sophomore scoring machine Bryn 
Blalack pins success on an injury- 
free 1995.
By Lisa Nance
The Battalion

No matter what the sport, it is usually tough for 
a freshman athlete to crack the starting line-up of 
an establish team.

A year ago, Bryn Blalack joined the Texas A&M 
women’s soccer team from Carrollton’s Newman 
Smith High where she earned four letters and led 
the team to four consecutive playoff appearances. 
She holds school records in six categories, includ
ing goals and assists in a career despite missing 

the majority of her junior and 
senior seasons due to knee 
surgery. She was named to the 
1994 All-American team.

After missing the first two 
games of her freshman season 
at A&M while recovering from 
the third knee surgery of her 
career, she came back to, finish 
the season as the teaih’s leader 
in shots, goals and points 
scored, netting a team high 11 
goals.

“She’s a great one-on-one 
player,” A&M Head Soccer 
Coach G. Guerrieri said. “She 
is a great scoring threat any 
time she’s around the ball. She 
is terrific with both feet, if you 
try to contain her one way 
she’ll score the other way. She’s 

a major league goal-scoring threat,”.
Last year she was such a threat that she scored 

28 points to tie for 20th in the final South Region 
individual statistics for scoring. She also became 
the second player in A&M history to post three 
multiple-goal matches.

Blalack started the season as a midfielder and 
was moved to the forward position halfway 
through the season. She made her debut as a for
ward at the Texas Tech game.

She admits that she was a little leery about the 
move to forward, even though she played the for
ward position in high school.

“I was excited about being in a more attacking
See Blalack,Page 13
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Sophomore forward Bryn Blalack uses her head 
during an Aggie Soccer practice.

n

Rush Week! Sale Ends Sept. 17-o

Water Bottle Carrier
This bottle carrier fits any size container from 
10 ounces to 2 liters. It attaches securely 
over the neck of the bottle and features an 
adjustable strap. Great for all-day hikers and 
active travelers. Assorted colors. $3.99

Shower Tote
Features tiny holes and a slightly convex 
bottom for drainage. Limited quantities. 
Assorted colors.
Tote 13" x 8-1/2" x 4" h

Regular $6.99
« SALE $3.99
Prepack Divider Set
(2 dividers, 1 tray) 7" x 2"

Regular $3.48
4 SALE $1.99

All-Purpose Backpack
This pack is equally at home cruising campus, exploring hike and bike 
trails, or conquering mountaintops. It features self-healing, full-length 
zippers for easy interior access, plus multiple organizer pockets, padded 
back and shoulder straps, and 2025 cubic inches of storage space. 
Rugged 1000-denier nylon makes it water-resistant and long-wearing. 
Assorted colors. 14" x 10" x 20" h $34.99

“THE LARGEST AFTER THE GAME EVENT OF THE SEMESTER”

DAVID ALLAN 
A ^ COE

With Special Guest

JASON MANNING
at

WOLF PEN
CREEK AMPHITHEATER

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 2nd

AFTER THE GAME
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT:
ROTHER’S BOOKSTORE • MSC • DIXIE
CHICKEN • CATALENA HATTERS • LONE STAR STEREO
Or By Phone 1-800-333-7188
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Hair Accessory Holder
Available exclusively at The Container Store®. Stash scrunchies, bows, 
barrettes, headbands, and brushes in one handy spot.
5-1/4" dia. x 9" h $5.99
Cosmetic Tray
Attractive enough to display on a counter and designed to fit in most 
drawers. Tray features removable lipstick holder with 12 large slots to 
accommodate almost any size tube. 14-1/2" x 10" x 2" h

Regular $14.99
SALE $9.99

Overdoor Towel Rack
Because no dorm room ever has enough 
space for towels, no college-bound 
student should head off to school 
without this Overdoor Towel Rack. Can be 
suspended from an existing towel rack or 
closet door. 18" x 3-1/2" x 26" h

e Regular $12.99
4 SALE $9.99

Ttie Container Store'

Be a Part of the 
Big Picture!

DALLAS 4939 Belt Line Road (1 blk. west of the Tollway) (214) 458-9228 • Central Expwy. at Plano Pkwy. (in front of Collin Creek Mall) (214) 424-6063 • Preston at Forest Ln. (214) 386-5054 Mockingbird at 
Central Expwy. (214) 373-7044 • FORT WORTH Hulen at I-20 (next to Hulen Mall) (817) 346-9580 • ARLINGTON. MIDCITIES N. Collins (Hwy. 157) at 1-30 (Lincoln Square) (817) 277-4448 or Metro (817) 261-3388

• HOUSTON Post Oak at Westheimer (across from the Galleria) (713) 960-1722

STORE HOURS: Monday-Saturday, 9am to 9pm; Sunday 11am to 6pm. Sale prices good through Sunday, September 17th.
TO ORDER BY PHONE CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-733-3532

Take the Resident Advisor Class: 
EDAD 489...

Section 501 MW 1:50-2:40 
Section 502 MW 6:00 - 6:50 
Section 503 TR 12:45-1:35

For More Information, please call the 
Office of Residence Life at 845-1229


