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Unusual tidal flows, low oxygen levels 
kill 50 million fish near Gulf of Mexico
□ A rare combination of natural 
forces may have caused the 
demise of a popular commercial 
species. It is possibly the largest 
menhaden kill since the 1980s.

MATAGORDA, Texas (AP) — Unusual 
tidal flows and resulting low oxygen levels 
were blamed Monday for killing an estimat
ed 50 million fish in the area where the Col
orado River empties into the Gulf of Mexico.

Jack Ralph, field response coordinator for 
the Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, 
said the kill last Friday and Saturday was 
caused by a rare combination of natural 
forces that caused oxygen levels to plummet.

“You have a double-whammy,” Ralph 
said. “There was no way for anything to pro
duce the oxygen or anything, so you just had 
this big festering pit. It was a strange coinci

dence of events.”
Possible man-made causes essentially 

were ruled out, he said.
“We feel very confident,” Ralph said.
Game wardens and biologists from Parks 

& Wildlife, the Texas Natural Resource Con
servation Commission and the Lower Col
orado River Authority continued to investi
gate the kill Monday.

Biologists who flew over the area, about 
100 miles south of Houston, estimated that 
90 percent of the fish had washed into the 
Gulf and were scattered about a mile off
shore by Monday morning.

Nearly all the dead fish are menhaden, 
a 7-to 8-inch fish in abundance on the 
Texas coast, Ralph said. Also among the 
dead were some sand trout, speckled trout, 
eels and flounder.

Ralph said an extremely high tide in the 
area last week is a major suspect in the kill. 
The so-called neap tide came into the Colorado 
River delta and remained for several days.

Normally, the tide would come in and 
leave in the same day, increasing river and 
oxygen flow. When the tide remained, oxy
gen circulation in the river was inhibited, 
and that was further hampered by a lack of 
strong winds to stir the waters.

Water samples taken from the river Fri
day showed oxygen levels as low as one part 
per million. Fish need between four and six 
parts per million to remain healthy.

Ralph said some secondary fish deaths 
probably will be caused by the decompos
ing menhaden, but the effect was expected 
to be minor.

It’s the largest menhaden kill he could 
remember aside from a freeze that killed 
fish from Galveston to Brownsville during 
the 1980s.

Menhaden, an extremely oily fish, are a 
popular commercial species used for bait, pet 
food and fertilizer. The dead fish would have 
been valued at about $600,000 based on a 
current market price of 4.8 cents per pound.

Committee: Group 
narrows list to three 
possible candidates
Continued from Page 1
in all areas.

“It would be exceptional if 
you find someone equally qual
ified in all of them,” he said.

On-campus interviews with 
the candidates started two 
weeks ago and will continue 
through this week.

Demske said he did not know 
much about A&M before he was 
nominated by the committee.

“I’ve learned a lot more 
since,” he said. “It is certainly 
a very dynamic institution. It 
has a commitment to under
graduate programs which 
many large universities don’t 
have.”

Demske said there would 
not be a shortage of work for 
him at A&M if he is chosen for 
the position.

“We’re in an age in which 
we have got to be improving 
continually or we fall behind,” 
he said. “My style is to try to 
set some directions and then 
let the staff who reports to me 
implement them.”

There are many differences 
between a small university like 
Miami of Ohio and a large one 
like A&M, Demske said, but 
there are some similarities.

“As the chief fiscal officer, 
you have to set a tone in terms 
of integrity,” he said. “(It’s) not 
just the financial side but a 
service to the students, faculty 
and alumni.”

Krumm said he is flattered 
to be one of the finalists.

“A&M is one of the leading 
institutions in the country,” he 
said. “I’ve discussed it with a 
variety of people at the Univer
sity, and I look at it as a great

opportunity.”
Burton said he, like Demske, 

did not know much about A&M 
at first, but what he has learned 
has been exciting.

“I’m not going to say I know 
everything, because I don’t,” 
Burton said. “But I think there 
is some chemistry there and I 
could make it work.”

Burton said that A&M and 
ASU are extremely different.

“A&M’s research grant is 
different and I think the stu
dents (at A&M) are a lot more 
committed, because ASU is 
mostly a commuter school,” 
he said.

Lee said the search commit
tee’s work is not over, and it 
will continue to discuss the 
candidates with the president.

Lee said Bowen can still 
consider other applicants.

“He can accept the report, 
interview these candidates or 
take other actions,” Lee said.

Bowen said he is not rush
ing his decision so he can en
sure that the best possible 
choice is made.

“I am taking my time, but I 
don’t think it will take much 
longer,” he said. “I don’t think 
it will take longer than a 
month.”

The position of vice presi
dent has been vacant since 
June 1994, when Robert 
Smith, vice president for fi
nance and administration, was 
reassigned while being investi
gated by the Texas Rangers for 
soliciting gifts as a public ser
vant during contract negotia
tions with Barnes and Noble 
Bookstores. He was found 
guilty of the charges in Novem
ber 1994.

Registration
Continued from Page 1

fee of $200 is charged.
“We hope we don’t [have to 

charge] one penny of these,” 
Carter said, “and that the stu
dents will realize what they 
have to do now.”

Notices will be sent to stu
dents and parents to inform 
them of the upcoming changes 
for the spring.

Dropping and adding classes 
for this fall is under control. 
Carter said.

“I think everything’s running 
fairly smooth,” he said. “There is 
still a line of people, but of 
course the class offerings are 
fewer now.

“If they had registered cor
rectly and paid their fees on 
time, this wouldn’t have been a 
problem.”

Kyran Colbry, a junior history 
major, said the staff at the Pavil
ion did a good job handling the 
situation.

“You have to say something 
about [those handling the regis
tration],” Colbry said. “They 
have to deal with [the students] 
after they have waited for an 
hour. It can’t be fun.”

Amy Browning, The Battalion

Marchin' with a mission
Members of the Corps of Cadets march into Duncan Dining Hall 
for dinner Monday evening.

PROFITABLE
BRAZostradeR
^antiques & collectibles: NUMBER!

Browse in our store for a 
different shopping experience!

845-0569

• M - F 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
• Sat 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. The Battalion
• Sundays by chance

210 West 26th St., Bryan (409) 775-2984
Classified Advertising

LONE STAR TECHNOLOGIES
Tomorrow's Innovations Working Today
Office/FAX: (409)776-7673
Specializing In Security Products For:

Homes, Apartments, Dorms, Autos, Motorcycles, Bicycles, Personal, Etc.

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL
Come See Us In The MSC Hallway 8/25 Thru 9/02

1 (T7 ^ny PurchaseX U /C With This Coupon
GOOD THROUGH 09/02/95 

^NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER
Sponsored By Texas A&M Veterans 

Independent Quorum and MACE Distributor^J

Wednesday, August 30 5:30-7:00 P.M. 102 Blocker 
for beginners and wannabe experts

Wednesday, September 6 5:30-7:00 P.M. 102 Blocker 
for intermediate and advanced users

CHOICE • VALUE • FLEXIBILI tY • CONVENIENCE • FUN * GOOD NUTRITION

urse

Attention ! ! ! 
Class of 1999

Would you like to know 15 (easy ana 
ways to get Higher grades at Texas A«

If y^adoS°>U Kd,“0 SOOd t0 be true- i 
y ^|ont believe me call and hear for

Call Now (409) 361-5157 or 36:

TRI-STATE
Sporting Goods
3600 Old College

846-1947
Open 9-6 Mon.-Sat.

(across from Chicken Oil Co i

LavoYnn
lOVber

DoubleQuick
Food Stores

(Formerly Cargo Bay)

Home of the Famous:

Igloo Frozen DaquiriA Available with or without alcohol in 20+ flavors ACITGO Full-Service Convenience Store and Drive-thm CITGO

Self-Service Citgo Gasoline • Full line of Domestic and Import 
Beers • Kegs • Wines

"Specializing in customer service and convenience” 
Wednesday & Sunday: All Large Igloo’s $4-00 

Gameday: Lage Igloo’s $4 w/ticket stub

4501 Wellborn 691-2639
Tickets on sale for Fiji Fall Concert featuring Jerry Jeff Walker

Jim's Exxon wants to adopt a
fraternity or sorority each month.

Each member will receive:
•5% Discount in store on any purchase
•At end of school year (4/96), the fraternity or 

sorority that generates ^ the most money will 
receive a donation to charity of you're choice. 

•Free 44 oz. fountain drink 
•2 free hot dogs per visit

If you are chosen, this is your store for a month. Do what you want 
with our store._Havo car washes, conwantent drop-off location, sod raffle 
tickets, etc Plus, we'l leave a can at the front center for any donations.

Come in and register to win a tailgate party 
from Jim's Exxon. If you win you could receive 

4 tickets to a game, 2 cases of budweiser,
2 cases of soft drinks, chips and ice.

Any interested fraternity or sorority contact Linda at Jim's Exxon
846-5007 425 S. Texas

FALL 1995 MEAL PLAN OPTIONS
CHOICE • VALUE • FLEXIBILITY • CONVENIENCE • FUN * GOOD NUTRITION

It’s Not Too Late to Sign-Up 
For A Meal Plan!

The Department of Food Services offers a variety of meal plans 
to meet your dining needs. From 20 meals a week to 5 
Lunches; you choose the plan that meets your schedule and 
lifestyle. Members of the Corps of Cadets are required to 
choose either the 20 Meals or 15 Meals plans*. Meal plan par
ticipants may dine at Commons or Sbisa Dining Centers. Visit 
the meal plan office in the Pavilion 116A to sign up for a meal 
plan today.

Plan Description Cost

20 Meals*
Breakfast, lunch and dinner Monday- 
Saturday; breakfast and lunch on Sunday. The 
best value at only $3.24 per meal for all you 
care to eat! 5 964.50

Flex 20
Breakfast, lunch and dinner Monday-Saturday; 
breakfast and lunch on Sunday. You may enter 
the dining center more than once per meal peri
od up to four times a day.

*1048.94

15 Meals* Breakfast, lunch and dinner
Monday - Friday *906.03

Any 15 Select any 15 of the 20 meals 
offered per week. *937.45

Any 10 Select any 10 of the 20 meals 
offered per week. *766.41

Any 7 Select any 7 of the 20 meals 
offered per week. *562.90

Any 5 Select any 5 of the 20 meals 
offered per week. *431.92

5 Lunches Have lunch Monday - Friday. s 407.04
All plans are priced per semester and prices and 

tax rates are subject to change without notice.


