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Fun Fourth festivities
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Stew Milne, The Battalion

Above: Kids ages 6 and up bounce around in the Joy Jump, a hyperactive suppressant cham
ber, at Olsen Field Tuesday evening during the Independence Day celebration. Children 
younger than 6 had their own chamber. The youngsters also could participate in games like 
sack races, an egg toss and a ring throw. Live music was on hand to entertain the crowd of 
several hundred people.
Right: Chilton Smith, age 2 1/2 from College Station, tosses a ball into a hoop at the celebra
tion. If the ball landed in the ring, contestants won a coupon for a free slice of watermelon. Stew Milne, The Battalion
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Texans celebrate
Holiday events 
include parades. 
Nelson picnic

UNDATED (AP) — Summer heat 
and a dousing of rain couldn’t stop the 
state’s largest Independence Day cele
bration in Houston Tuesday.

“I absolutely love the U.S.A.!” ex
claimed Chris Sweet, bedecked in a pa
triotic ensemble of an Old Glory T-shirt 
and an Uncle Sam-style hat. “The 
Fourth of July is my favorite time of 
the year because of good ol” American 
patriotism, rah, rah and all that. It 
beats any other holiday.”

Sweet, along with husband Flay and 
grandson Dusty Bilski, was among an 
estimated 200,000 revelers in Buffalo 
Bayou Park for the annual Freedom 
Fest, which takes place in the shadows 
of the downtown skyline.

“We wanted to hear the band and 
see what goes on,” said Janice Dunna-

gan, who moved here from Illinois 
last August and had looked forward 
to a Houston-style Independence Day. 
“I always like going 
to see fireworks on 
the Fourth.”

The start time of 
the event, which 
featured classic 
rock bands Step- 
penwolf and Foghat 
and the requisite 
fireworks spectacu
lar, was pushed 
back to 4 p.m. this 
year by organizers 
to beat the heat.

Nelson

The strategy worked as showers 
cooled things off a bit during the mid
dle of the day.

Meanwhile, it isn’t the Fourth in 
Pecos without a rodeo. The 113th 
annual West of the Pecos Rodeo fea
tured 130 bull riders and lots of 
hard-scrabble action under a hot 
West Texas sun.

“I’ve been from New York to L.A., 
but I can’t imagine being anywhere 
else on the Fourth,” said Rick FYeslar. 
“This is the time of year to party and 
have a good time.”

Elsewhere in Texas, Willie Nelson 
took the stage in Luckenbach as Tex
ans celebrated Independence Day in 
Lone Star style Tuesday.

Nelson sang his classic “On the Fioad 
Again” before a crowd gathered in the 
central Texas town of Luckenbach, pop. 
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The Battalion (USPS 045-360) is pub
lished daily, Monday through Friday 
during the fall and spring semesters 
and Monday through Thursday during 
the summer session (except university 
holidays and exam periods), at Texas 
A&M University. Second class 
postage paid at College Station, TX 
77840.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes 
to The Battalion, 230 Reed 
McDonald Building, Texas A&M 
University, College Station, TX 
77843-1111.

London

Paris $329
Madrid $389 
Frankfurt $396' 
Tokyo $478' 
Costa Rica $170'
Caracas $199
•Fares are each way from Houston based on a 
roundtrip purchase. Restrictions apply and taxes not 
included. Call for other worldwide destinations.

Council Travel
2000 Guadalupe St. 
Austin, TX 78705

512-472-4931
Eurailpasses

issued on-the-spot!
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TeamGolf
* BEG. JITTERBUG *
* ADV. JITTERBUG * 

DANCE WORKSHOPS
* PARTIES *

BEG. C & W: 
2-STEP 
POLKA 
WALTZ

* BEG. 2-STEP *
* ADV. 2-STEP * 

EAST COAST SWING 
WEST COAST SWING

TM

Jeff Maggert's 
TeamGolf

'TtotiortoC Scnam&Ce
July 8th

CLASSES BEGIN THE WEEK OF JULY 10TH

ABSOLUTELY THE BEST IN DANCE INSTRUCTION!
3141 BRIARCREST DR. E #51 1 776-8893

1:00 PM SHOTGUN START 
TEXAS A&M GOLF COURSE 

CALL 845-1723 for more information
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268-DAVE

326 George Bush Dr.
696-DAVE
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Questions to Ask When Choosing Child Care
NOW ENROLLING!

►ping

Child Development Center
“Committed to Excellence”

900 University Oaks Blvd. • 693-0074
(Near Campus, 3 blocks from Texas Ave)

“I have not encountered another day care with the same 
consistent quality to teachers and program exhibiting 
such a loving, supportive environment for children.”

• Stepping Stone Parent

I. CENTER ENVIRONMENT
* Are the classrooms designed for small groups of children? 

Is the playground divided for different age groups?
Are the classrooms arranged for active involvement and 
hands-on learning?

II. TEACHER TRAINING AND INVOLVEMENT
* Does the staff have a positive attitude towards you and 

your child?
Are the children spoken to gently and with respect?
Is the staff enthusiastic about children's learning?

III. PARENT INVOLVEMENT
* Is there some form of planned daily communication 

between teachers and parents?
Does the center provide support to families through parent 
education and information about the center's activities?
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