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Intoxication: Arrests for public drunkenness are rising in B-CS area
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intoxication, police have to prove that the 
people were intoxicated and were endan
gering themselves.

“We are careful to prove these two ele
ments,” he said. “We don’t want to arrest 
someone that shouldn’t be arrested.

“I was in college a few years ago and 
understand how college life works, but we 
don’t want to leave someone alone that 
could pose a threat to themselves.”

Sechelski said people could harm 
themselves walking home from a bar be
cause they could fall off a curb and get 
struck by a car.

“This is why people get arrested for 
walking home,” he said. “Even though 
they are trying to avoid a DWI charge by

doing so, they may be facing other harm 
to themselves.”

He suggested that if people are drink
ing, they should have a friend they can call 
to come get them. If they are unable to do 
this, then they should call a cab, he said.

Sechelski said that if people call the 
police department for a ride, they will 
probably be arrested.

“If you call us and we can prove you’re 
intoxicated then we will probably arrest 
you for public intoxication,” he said. 
“While this may be a worst-case scenario, 
it’s better for us to arrest the person than 
for the person to be hit by a car.”

However, not all students agree that 
this is the best way to help the community.

Traci Ferri, a senior history major, 
said she had a friend who was arrested 
for sitting on a curb waiting for hjs ride.

“He was arrested even after his desig

nated driver said he would be responsible 
for him,” Ferri said. “The person who was 
arrested was not causing harm to himself 
or anyone else and yet he was arrested.

Lt. Scott McCollum, administrative 
lieutenant for the College Station Police 
Department, said that since it is his job to 
prevent possible crimes from occurring, 
he may arrest an intoxicated person who 
is sitting on the curb.

“If the person is extremely intoxicat
ed, they could be the victim of robbery 
or even assault,” he said. “It is our job 
to avoid these situations and this some
times results in arresting people for 
public intoxication.”

McCollum suggested always going out 
in a group so someone can take care of 
those whose alcohol consumption may get 
out of hand.

“As long as someone is there to take

care of them, most of the time we will 
leave the person in the other’s care,” he 
said. “But circumstances do arise where 
we won’t think the other person can be 
responsible, such as if the intoxicated 
person is fighting and unmanageable.”

While students understand the need 
for keeping people safe, some think the 
arrests are being taken too far.

Ferri said she doesn’t want to have to 
worry that she could very easily be ar
rested if she decides to drink when she 
goes out.

“I do go out and drink sometimes and 
shouldn’t have to worry that I could be 
arrested for something as innocent as 
waiting for my ride,” Ferri said. “I am 
over 21 years old and responsible when I 
drink and I shouldn’t have to look over 
my shoulder every time I see a police offi
cer outside a bar.”

Panel erts discuss environmental issues
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and more intertwined than we could ever have suspected.”
Each panelist pointed to a different way to strengthen 

the movement.
Betty Rogers from the Texas Natural Resources Con

servation Commission stressed the need for involving 
others in the movement.

“The problem is that people don’t understand that it’s 
all of us,” Rogers said.

Rogers said the movement should return to a local level, 
in contrast to its strict federal regulations of the past.

“I think that now the movement needs to go back to 
the grass roots level,” Rogers said. “I don’t think that 
federal, Draconian measures are the way to go.”

Nikki Reidt, campaign director for U.S. Public In

terest Group, said local environmental movements 
need to expand.

“We must learn to think globally and 
act globally,” Reidt said. “The fight is far 
from over.”

She said that places like “Cancer Al
ley” in Baytown, where every family 
on the street has a family member 
with cancer from various pollu
tants, is a sign that the move
ment still needs to make progress.

Jean Bowman, co-chair of the 
Friends Just Peace Institute in Col
lege Station, said the movement 
should stress its link with spirituality.

“I think the future of the environmen
tal movement rests in its link with spiritu
ality,” Bowman said.

She explained that environmental activism is linked 
to peace and the movement should exploit that link.

“When the movement started, it focused on do
ing what was right,” Bowman said. “Now we 

need to do this, not because it’s right, but be
cause it is part of a sustainable peace. You 

can’t work for environmental protection 
without working toward peace. That’s 

where the future lies.”
Bowman said the environmental 

movement should keep increasing and fo
cus on keeping environmental protection 

consistent.
She said the environmental movement 

will not face an easier path now that it is 25 
years old.

“The environmental movement has always 
been an uphill struggle,” Bowman said.

MEN’S GIRBAUD R GUESS? 
DESIGNER SHORTS. $50

We ’re your source for the short versions of big fashion denim

Girbaud Brand X shorts with 12" inseam. Cotton in superstone, Guess? modified slouch shorts. A relaxed five pocket style
arctic blue, black, navy, white, creme, forest, taupe and natural. with 7" or 9" inseams. Cotton in stonewash, dark stonewash,

Waist sizes 28-40, 50.00 natural and black. Waist sizes 28-40, 50.00

Dillard’s

INFECTED WOUND STUDY
VIP Research is seeking individuals,
8 yrs. of age or older, with infected 
wounds For a 3-wk. research study 
of an investigational antibiotic 
cream. Qualified participants will 
receive free study medication, study 
supplies, & medical exams. $100 
will be paid to qualified volunteers 
who enroll and complete this study.

For more information, call:
VOLUNTEERS IN PHARMACEUTICAL 

RESEARCH, INC.

(409) 776-1417
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THIS WEEK AT 

THE
Cantina

823-2368
201 W. 26th St.., 
Downtown Bryan

SEE OUR AD EVERY TUESDAY IN THE BATTALION!
For private parties call Willie at 822-3732 
Drink Specials Wed. & Thurs. 5-10 pm 

Open 5 pm - 1 am Wed. - Sat.
18 and older welcome

THURSDAY 04/20
dosed ft>r- jorKAErte pjearty 

Call 82S2-C3V-43 -for mores irrfo-

FRIDAY 04/21

DEEP BLUE SOMETHING

with Bee Stung Lips
Rock $6

SATURDAY 04/22

Doors open at 9:15 p.m. Tickets $10 
(Wedding Reception till 9 p.m.) 

Blues/Rock

$

'

CHOOSE FEE OPTION 18 to 
order your copy of the 1995-96 
Campus Directory when you register 

for fall classes. The student directo
ry includes listings of students, fac
ulty, staff and other information 
about Texas A&M. Only $3.25.


