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When it comes to Led Zeppelin, there is no beating the real thing
Tribute album lacks star power it deserves
By David Winder
The Battalion

Encomium: A Tribute to Led, Zeppelin 
Various Artists 
Atlantic Records 
★★★ (out of five)

Singers have been copying the vocal style of Robert Plant since 
Led Zeppelin formed. Guitarists in every style of music have been 
influenced by Jimmy Page.

So it’s hard to understand why a tribute album to one of the 
most important bands in the history of rock’n’roll would feature 
such a weak line-up.

The groups included on Encomium range from a one-hit wonder 
that is no longer together (4 Non Blondes), to a group that peaked 
in the mid-80s (Duran Duran), to a group that has yet to record an 
album (Never the Bride).

It’s as if all the talented bands backed out at the last minute 
and sent the producers scrambling to find something.

Performances by Hootie and the Blowfish, Stone Temple Pilots, 
Sheryl Crow and Tori Amos are the only thing that saves the al­
bum from being a total waste.

Blowfish vocalist Darius Rucker’s baritone voice fits nicely with

the style of “Hey 
Hey What Can I 
Do.” STP easily 
has the best track 
on the album with 
their soulful cover 
of “Dancing Days.”

Sheryl Crow 
shines with “D’yer 
Mak’er,” putting 
more sexuality 
into the lyrics 
than Plant proba­
bly thought possi­
ble.

Plant also turns up on the album, doing a duet with Amos on 
“Down by the Seaside.”

It’s too bad he didn’t sing on some of the other group’s covers. At 
least part of them would have been worth listening too.

The 4 Non Blondes make “Misty Mountain Hop” sound like a pa­
thetic sequel to their only hit “What’s Going On.”

The female duet Never the Bride goes as far to change the lyrics 
of “Going to California” so that they can sing about a man instead 
of a woman. I wonder what their version of “The Lemon Song” 
would sound like.

Hootie and the Blowfish

The worst cover since Ugly 
Kid Joe did “Cats in the Cra­
dle” has to go to Duran Duran 
doing “Thank You.” The music 
quality is nowhere close to the 
original and Simon LeBon 
sounds as if he is crying while 
he sings.

He must have figured out 
that you actually have to have 
talent to make songs with 
depth sound good.

Cracker (“Good Times Bad 
Times”), Blind Melon (“Out On 
The Tiles”), Helmet with 
David Yow (“Custard Pie”) 
and Rollins Band (“Four 
Sticks”) do decent covers but 
nothing to get excited about.

The biggest surprise was 
that no one attempted to do Zep classics “Stairway to Heaver. 
“Kashmir.” Hard rockers such as “Whole Lotta Love,” “Heartb:; 
er” and “Black Dog” were not covered either.

It’s probably for the best that they weren’t redone since the; 
bands that could do them justice aren’t on the album anyway

Retreat
offers

“The thing that men 
and women need to do is 

stick together.
Progressions can’t be 

made if we’re 
separate forever”

— A Tribe 
Called Quest

unique 
insight into 

cultural 
differences 
on campus

In my few years here at Texas A&M, one statement 
comes to mind concerning race relations — we’ve got a 
messed-up campus.
It’s amazing that in a place where we are supposed 

to learn about each other to prepare us for a profession­
al life, we spend most of our time ignoring each other 
and bickering about our differences instead of learning 
about them.

I had lost all hope in the improvement of cultural con­
flict on campus, until this past weekend.

I attended University Awareness for Cultural Togeth­
erness. U-ACT is a student retreat with the goal of im­
proving multicultural and diversity awareness on cam­
pus. For three weekends this semester, A&M students 
have traveled to the cultural metropolis of Snook to learn 
about other cultures, and in turn, about themselves.

I was a bit skeptical going into the retreat. Having 
never been to Fish Camp, I figured it would be just an­
other big yell practice with a few words about diversity. I

was pleasantly surprised to find out I was wrong.
I found myself actually having fun. The activities were 

done in a way that everyone could relate to and enjoy. I 
was more open to talk to people so that they could under­
stand where I was coming from.

We examined common stereotypes used for different 
ethnic groups. This discussion was incredibly enlighten­
ing, as some shared their own personal experiences 
with discrimination and ignorance.

“Should white people feel guilty about slavery? 
“What is correct — black or African American?” “Is the 
word ‘nigga’ in rap music offensive?”

These were just a few of the many topics we explored. 
It was refreshing to see how open everyone was in relat­
ing their personal experiences. I began to understand 
how other races feel about all these things I had won­
dered about.

There were no tense situations, no accusations and no 
finger pointing. We just talked to each other. It’s amazing 
what can be accomplished by just talking to each other.

And while U-ACT provides the forum for learning, it 
also provides the forum for fun. I was dreading playing 
third-grade type “get to know each other” games. But 
there I was, laughing along with everyone else. I didn’t 
care if I looked childish or foolish. I was there for a reason
— to learn — and I wanted that knowledge no matter 
what the process.

I went from not knowing most of the people there to 
knowing I had made several friends. By the time I left, 
we were laughing, thanking each other and even plan­
ning reunions. n .

Perhaps the most important observation I made was 
when I stopped talking, listening and being a part of the 
group. I stepped back for just a moment, and in that mo­
ment I saw things I had never seen before at Texas A&M
— people of all different backgrounds, races and sexual 
orientations sitting together and talking, joking, laughing 
and having a great time. Together.

For that moment, A&M was where I wanted to be. It

was what A&M should be. Maybe it is what A&Mci: 
be.

No sooner than I had started feeling that some son 
progress was possible here at A&M, I witnessed yet a:; 
other example of ignorance and stupidity. I attendedSfl 
urday’s screening of Pulp Fiction at Rudder Auditorial 
and was horrified by some of the audience member; 
When the word “wetback,” and when derogatory stale 
ments about Jewish people were mentioned in the mov 
a few isolated “whoops” were heard from the crowd. “Ho* 
disgusting,” I thought.

Then I remembered where I was.
But I also remembered what I had gained from i I 

ACT. And for those students who attended U-ACT ti 
weekend, I think we all saw a small glimmer of hops 
Sure, there are still going to be those ignorant, racistpeo 
pie on this campus, and everywhere else for that mate 
But with programs like U-ACT, it shows that there ispo­
tential here.

U-ACT is not going to save the A&M campus. But at 
least it provides an opportunity for people of all differer 
cultures to come together and learn about each othe 
And learn about ourselves.
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TUTORING

We also have private tutors for many classes!
For more information call our TICKET OFFICE in Burger Boy at: 846-2146

fire you a aood listener?
Vo you tike to help others? fire you a 

responsible and committed person?

(DVotunteers tteeded(£)
to begin service in the Summer OR the Fall Semester. 

Summer training will take place the first week of June.
*** INTERVIEWING NOW ***

Applications available in Room 104 Henderson Hall.
Application DEADLINE is THURSDAY, APRIL 20 ***

FIJI PRESENTS

PHI GAM SLAM
3 on 3 Low Hoop Basketball Tournament 
Benefitting Boys Clubs of the Brazos Valley 
Boys and girls divisions

$150 CASH PRIZE
for the champions of each division

WHEN: April 8, 1995
WHERE: FIJI house 3989 North Graham Rd.
TIME: 9:00 a.m.
COST: $35 per team (includes 3 t-shirts)
REGISTRATION: April 3-7, 1995 in the MSC and QUAD

or call Rob Holloway at 260-9135 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: Jason Barranco 847-4082

Dax S anders 846-4112 
SPONSORED BY:

COPY
^CORNER

“Your One Stop Copy Shop"

For further information call Ms. Susan Vavra at 845-4427 ext. 133

Texas A&M University has a strong institutional commitment to the principle of diversity in all areas. 
In that spirit, admission to Texas A&M University and any of its sponsored programs is open to 

all qualified individuals without regard to any subgroup, class or stereotype.

DOOM FESTt
SPRING

April 8th 10:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.tn. 
at Floppy Joe's Software

Seagate 850 MB Hard Drive 
$260.00 April 8th only!

Call early to reserve your space on the Pentium™ network.

Cutting Edge Technologies 822-7525 
Floppy Joe’s Software 693-1706

PITS UPDATES PTTS UPDATES ^ PITS UPDATES PITS UPDATES
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Staff Permit Information
Q_ Ptts recently renewed staff permits for twelve months beginning March 1, 1995, C/i 
't' through February 29, 1996 and is offering the deferred payment plan option. 4v

A late fee of $5.00 will be added to payment received after the tenth day of 
^ March, April, May and June.
£ If you have any questions regarding your billing cycle, please contact a parking Sg 
^ counselor at 862-PARK. PTTS hours are Monday - 
|— 7:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m., and Friday 7:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

/js Parking News: 4,

Thursday ^

llj April 3 - 6 - A majority of the University Center Garage will be reserved 
<t for conferences. CO
£ Even diough on certain days the University Center Garage is not reserved for conferences,
^ PITS cannot guarantee the garage will not be full during the day. PITS encourages all O 
I— permit holders to park in their designated lots. —I

^ Bus Operations: ^
c/5 Bus operations will be accepting new driver applications tj

March 27 - March 31. Applications are available at the bus operation facil- ^ 
q ity on Agronomy Rd.
Q_

The Battalion
MARK SMITH, Editor in chief

JAY ROBBINS, Senior managing editor 
HEATHER WINCH, Managing editor 
JODY HOLLEY, Night News editor 
TIFFANY MOORE, Night News editor
AMANDA FOWLE, City editor

STERLING HAYMAN, Opinion editor 
ROB CLARK, Aggietife editor 
NICK GEORGANDIS, Sports editor 
DAVE WINDER, Sports editor 
STEWART MILNE, Photo editor

CO

Q_
't'

Watch for PTTS ujxfates in the Battalion, each Monday and Thursday!
We’re doing our best to keep you informed of activities and events that could 

impact your parking and transportation needs. For more information, call our 
parking counselors at 862-PARK or Shuttle Bus Operators at 845-1971.
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Staff Members
City desk— Stephanie Dube, Kasie Byers, Eleanor Colvin, Lynn Cook, Brad Dressier, Lisa Messei, ;

Gretchen Perrenot, Tracy Smith, Wes Swift, and Brian Underwood 
News desk—Kristi Baldwin, Michele Chancellor, Kristin De Luca, Kristen De Rocha, LibeGoad, 

Randy Goins, Robin Greathouse, Derek Smith and tames Vineyard 
Photographers— Tim Moog, Amy Browning, Robyn Calloway, Nick Rodnicki, Lddy Wylie, Bart 

Mitchell, Roger Hsieh and Rogge Heflin
Aggiclife— Michael Landauer, Amber Clark, Amy Collier, Keryl Cryer, Nikki Hopkins and Jay - 

Knioum
Sports writers— lames Anderson, Kristina Buftin, Tom Day, Shelly Hall and Robert Rodriguez 
Opinion — Erin Hill, Drew Diener, Laura Frnka, Zack Hall, David Hill, Kyle Littlefield,

jenny Magee, Jim Pawlikowski, Elizalaeth Preston, Gerardo Quezada, David Taylor 
and Amy Uptmor

Cartoonists— Greg Argo, Brad Graeher, Alvaro Gutierrez and Quatro Oakley 
Office Assistants— Wendy Crockett, Heather Titch, Adam Hill and Julie Thomas 
Graphic Artist — Ines Hilde 
Writing Coach— Mark Evans

The Battalion (USPS 045-360) is published daily, Monday through Friday during the fall and sprinf : 
semesters and Monday through Thursday during the summer sessions (except University holidays*11, 
exam periods), at Texas A&M University. Second class postage paid at College Station, TX 77840. ■ 
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Battalion, 230 Reed McDonald Building, Texas A&M 
University, College Station, TX 77843.
News: The Battalion news department is managed by students at Texas A&M University in the | 
Division of Student Publication, a unit of the Department of Journalism. Editorial offices are in On | 
Reed McDonald Building. E-mail: BATT@TAMVM1.TAMU.EDU. Newsroom phone number is84^ . 
3313. Fax:845-2647.
Advertising: Publication of advertising does not imply sponsorship or endorsement by The Battal|(,f ; 
For campus, local and national display advertising, call 845-2696. For classified advertising, call j 
845-0569. Advertising offices are in 015 Reed McDonald and office hours are 8 a.m. to 5 pm. \ 
Monday through Friday. Fax: 845-2678.
Subscriptions: A part of the Student Services Fee entitles each Texas A&M student to pick up a snip | 

copy of The Battalion. Mail subscriptions arc $20 per semester, :.4u per school year and $50 pC 
year. To charge by VISA, MasterCard, Discover or American Express, call 845-2611.
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