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Should courts accept evidence
FROM 'RECOVERED MEMORIES?'
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The power of suggestion is underesti- 
nated by those who agree with the use 
^“recovered” memory for lawsuits in- 
lolving child abuse and incest. The 
practice in question involves a therapist 
ypnotizing a patient in an attempt to help them re

lover memories of childhood traumas.
Child abuse is something that should not be 

gnored, even if it is discovered years later; but 
he methods used to acquire the evidence, are 
ometimes questionable. Skepticism of recovered 
nemory can be related to two sources — thera- 
jists and sodium amytal, a drug given to pa
tents to stimulate hypnotism.

Under hypnosis, a patient seeking treatment is 
usceptible to suggestions. It is possible that an in- 
lividual was kissed or touched in a way that may 
rave been inappropriate, but was not actually mo- 
ested or raped. But the implementation of a thera- 
jist’s suggestions to a patient who is sedated could 
reate images that never existed.

Many therapists support the view of “recov- 
red” memories being induced, and relate the
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sentially lab rats.
However, the patients are 

not the only ones who are af
fected by the use of sodium 
amytal. Those who have been 
wrongly accused of child 
abuse suffer as well. It is im
moral to convict people of 
crimes when evidence is lack

ing or obtained in a questionable manner. These 
methods of recovering memory should also be 
viewed as inconclusive evidence.

Until further research is conducted in this area, 
prosecutors should seek other methods of testimo
ny to convict alleged molesters.

Jeremy Keddie is a junior 
journalism and political science major
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Sexual abuse is one of 
the most devastating expe
riences a person can be 
forced to endure.

Unlike robbery or as
sault, sexual crimes are personal invasions at
tached to a social stigma. Victims may feel 
shame and embarrassment and want to hide the 
shame they feel from everyone they know. Often, 
they bear guilt, wondering what they might 
have done to provoke such treatment from the 
stranger or loved one who hurt them. Recovery 
from such trauma can take many forms. Some 
victims turn to religion, others rebel or become

scandal to the Salem witch trials. Whether the 
'memory” is innocently or intentionally placed in 

” Kapavikir -he patients’ minds, it is still not empirical nor 
treasurer of i sbjective evidence. Furthermore, the therapists 

ire creating another problem which will also 
lave to be solved - with another therapist.

A possible reason why therapists would inten- 
ionally implant images is simple — money. Civil 
awsuits bring big bucks, and why not testify 
when you can add to your billings? Besides re- 
overed memory is something therapists dis

agree about, so perjury charges are unlikely.
To further discredit the use of recovered

n the last tli! memory, the use of sodium amytal for hypnosis 
is not reliable. Martin Orne, a University of 
Pennsylvania psychiatrist who began early stud- 

said the ma; ies of hypnosis with sodium amytal wrote in a 
3S will never: court brief that the drug is “not useful in ascer

taining ‘truth’ ...” The patient becomes sensitive 
and receptive to suggestions due to the context 
and to the comments of the interviewers.”

It seems that if the pioneer of research in hyp
nosis and sodium amytal discredits the drug, it 
should not be warranted for testimony in civil cas
es, or at least should be severely questioned. Fur
ther research should be conducted to discover the 
effects of its administration. Without a clear un
derstanding of this drug’s effect, patients are es

— —

depressed. Some turn to alcohol, drugs 
or even end their lives.

Still others repress the memory and 
try to go on. There is no “correct” way 
to deal with the pain.

Should the right to prosecute the viola
tor be taken away based on the method of 
recovering the memory of abuse?

The resurfacing of buried memories is 
necessary to completing the healing process. Failing 
to allow recovered memories in court punishes the 
victim yet again.

Those who oppose testimonies based on recov
ered memories suggest that the memory cannot 
remain accurate over a period of years. They feel a 
statute of limitations should be put into effect.

While studies have accurately reported cases 
where eyewitnesses incorrectly recount details 
of a past event, the event itself is not in ques
tion. Misinformation about something like the 
speed of a passing car during an accident is not 
the same as failing to remember the essential 
event — the accident.

Another argument is that therapists lead 
their patients into remembering false stories. 
Critics say that the practices of the therapists 
cause their patients to misinterpret visions and 
dreams. However, ethical practice is the respon
sibility of the therapist, just as it is that of the 
physician or surgeon. Also, patterns of biological 
reactivity can be used to help confirm the exis
tence of past trauma.

Surely, cases do exist where charges were fal
sified and recovered memory was used mali
ciously. But they are no different from false 
charges that do not involve recovered memory. 
Perjury in court is a crime that is in no way 
linked to repressed memories, as they would 
only make it more difficult to convince a jury.

Memory repression is quite common among 
trauma victims. A study by Briere and Conte 
found that 59 percent of a sample of adult 
clients with a history of sexual abuse reported 
having a temporary loss of memory in relation to 
the abuse. Other more conservative estimates 
believe that at least one-third of all victims at 
some time repress traumatic memories.

The use of repressed memories in court is es
sential to the legal rights of sexual abuse vic
tims. They should be allowed to prosecute their 
violators, regardless of when they bring the case 
to court.

Melissa Megliola is a senior 
industrial engineering major

Cosmo-quiz: Are you really a ‘nice’ person?
Take this test and find out your rating

I
 like to believe that human beings are basi
cally nice, but ever since I formulated this 
hypothesis I’ve noticed fluctuations in both 
my behavior and other people’s.
Whether we’re stuck doing laundry all Satur

day afternoon or driving down Texas Avenue 
during rush hour, we tend to be extremely irri
table in certain situations.

While these actions don’t necessarily mean 
we lack inner goodness, they do make me won
der how nice we really are. I have devised a Cos
mopolitan-type quiz to evaluate behavior in 
everyday situations.

L You are standing on the third deck of Kyle 
Field in 96 degree weather. Three guys behind 
you have been yelling, “Uncover! Uncover, Ags!” 
at a group of people 20 rows in front of you for the 
last half of the game. Their pleas for hat removal 
are aimed directly into your eardrums. You:

A. Continue to ignore them although your ears 
are ringing.

B. Politely ask them to please refrain from 
shouting quite so loudly.

C. Threaten to have your muscle-bound 
boyfriend uncover their necks.

LYNN
BOOMER

2. You have 
been standing in 
line at the Pavil
ion for an hour 
and a half. As 
you finally ap
proach the win
dow, the cashier 
goes on lunch
break. Left with the options of getting in the 
back of another long line or putting off paying 
your bill for another day, you:

A. Sigh and get into the next line. It’s a long 
wait, and you’ll miss your next class, but noth
ing is more important than paying that bill.

B. Meekly beg the cashier to please help you, 
as it will only take a few seconds.

C. Start being obnoxious. Consider jumping 
over the window ledge to throttle the cashier, 
meanwhile saying things like, “Can you believe 
this [expletive] is going on lunch break when 
I’ve been here an hour and a half?!” to the in
credulous people around you.

3. You arrive in Zachry lot at 7:45 a.m. for 
your 8 o’clock class, and calmly wait in line for a 
space. At 7:55 it is your turn to grab a space, 
and you put on your turn signal and wait as a

car backs out. Out of nowhere, a half-ton Chevy 
truck zips around you and everyone else in line, 
stealing the space from you. You:

A. Rationalize that you’ll be late to class 
again, but that’s no reason to cause a scene.

B. Begin to screaming obscenities at the errant 
driver as you wait for another car to back out.

C. Reenact a scene from “Fried Green Toma
toes” by repeatedly ramming your car into theirs.

4. Your roommate invites yet another mem
ber of the opposite sex over for fun and loud mu
sic at 2 a.m. on a Tuesday night. The two of you 
have already had a conversation about respect
ing each other’s need for sleep and privacy. You 
decide to:

A. Try to go to sleep despite the distractions. 
Maybe they’ll notice your discomfort and take the 
party elsewhere.

B. Announce that you really need some peace 
and quiet and ask them to leave the room.

C. Bolt out of bed and say something like, 
“Gee, (roommate’s name) your beer goggles must 
be extra thick tonight!” thus beginning yet an
other shouting match.

5. You’ve just failed a crucial history test. On 
your way home, you run into the old flame, who 
broke your heart two weeks ago, and his new 
woman. You:

A. Smile weakly at them and say, “howdy.”
B. Stare fascinatedly at a tree on the other

side of the sidewalk and pretend you don’t see 
anything.

C. Beam a saccharine smile at them and inno
cently say to her, “Wow — you look different than 
you did last night. I thought your hair was blonde!”

6. You’re watching the final five minutes of a 
close Cowboys game on TV. As the Cowboys get 
possession of the football, your significant other 
walks into the room, turns off the tube, and an
nounces that the two of you need to talk. You:

A. Smile calmly at your loved one and agree 
that your relationship does need to be discussed 
right at that moment.

B. Turn the TV back on, muttering that you’ll 
be ready to pay attention as soon as the game 
ends.

C. Start sobbing and demand to be held, then 
finish watching the game in “mute” over your loved 
one’s shoulder.

The aim of these questions should be clear. If 
you answered “A” to everything, you’re nicer 
than anyone I know. But you probably had a few 
“B”s or “C”s. By sacrificing perfect goodness, we 
hold onto our sanity.

Still, wouldn’t it be nice to always be nice?

Lynn Booher is a junior 
English and psychology major

Professor's tantrum 
wastes everyone's time

I just wasted time and money I could 
not afford to lose. Thursday I went to 
class just like I always do. Unfortunately, 
my professor decided not to do his job. 
After a short recap of what we talked 
about on Tuesday, he proceeded to rant 
about the fact that the students in his 
class had not sufficiently read for the 
day. Understanding his displeasure, we 
attempted to explain that our failure to 
complete the given assignment did not 
reflect disinterest in English literature. 
We were behind because we have had 
quite a few tests this week, along with 
our regular work and study schedules. 
One student in the class said he was be
hind because he is carrying 19 hours of 
classes and working 40 hours a week at 
the same time. Earlier in the semester, 
that same professor failed to lecture over 
what the syllabus said he would that

day, politely indicating even professors 
are not always on schedule. The profes
sor’s less than generous answer was, ba
sically, “Then you should quit your job .”

I am appalled that a man employed to 
educate and help students would sit back 
and decide what part of our lives should 
or should not be important to us. I am an 
English major and believe the only way 
to pass an English class is to read the as
signment. However, when I stand before 
my own classroom of men and women 
struggling to get an education, I hope I 
can remember what I feel like at this mo
ment. The goal of the college experience 
is to teach students what they need to 
know to be a part of the competitive job 
market. Part of that world is learning to 
prioritize to get things done. If we know 
the material by the time we are tested 
over it, his job will have been accom
plished. Until that time, I hope he could 
learn to let the adults in his classroom do 
their jobs as best as they know how.

Amy Michelle Bench 
Class of ’96
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