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Pneumonia plagues 
Houston inmates

BOSTON (AP) — Overcrowd
ing and poor ventilation helped 
spread a deadly pneumonia out
break at a Houston jail, where 
prisoners averaged less than 6- 
by-6 feet of living space, accord
ing to a federal report.

The outbreak, which occurred 
in 1989, was the first of what 
has turned out to be a series of 
episodes of pneumococcal infec
tion in crowded places.

“We think this was a sentinel 
in the reemergence of that dis
ease,” said Dr. Robert F. 
Breiman of the U.S. Centers for 
Disease control and Prevention 
in Atlanta.

Breiman’s team investigated 
the Houston outbreak, which 
struck 46 inmates, killing two, 
in a one-month period. The bac
teria, called streptococcus pneu
monia, can cause pneumonia or 
a more serious blood infection.

At the time, the 13-story Har
ris County Jail was the third 
largest in the United States. It 
was designed for 3,500 inmates 
but housed 6,700. Half slept on 
mattresses on the floor.

Since then, the county has 
opened a new facility, and the 
jail where the outbreak occurred 
now has 3,746 prisoners.

Maj. Mike Quinn of the sher
iffs office said a new ventilation 
system has been designed but 
not yet installed.

“The overcrowding did not the 
cause the disease. It was a vehi
cle for its spread,” said Quinn.

The CDC report on the out
break was published in Thurs
day’s issue of the New England 
Journal of Medicine.

The report blamed the out
break on overcrowding, poor air 
circulation and susceptibility of 
inmates to catching the bacteria, 
because of AIDS infections, drug 
abuse and other health problems.

“My gut feeling is the thing 
that played the greatest role was 
overcrowding, but it was a combi
nation of all three,” said Breiman.

The prisoners had an average 
living area of 34 square feet. 
Current engineering standards 
suggest that inmates have at 
least 50 square feet.

The CDC found that nobody 
in the Houston jail with more 
than 80 square feet of living 
space got sick.

The investigation also found 
that,the jail ventilation system 
delivered six square feet of out
side air per person each minute, 
while the recommend level is 20. 
square feet.

Since the Houston outbreak, 
similar clusters of pneumococcal 
infection have been seen at mili
tary bases, hospitals, day care 
centers and nursing homes.

Breiman said this is proba
bly because there are more peo
ple with weak defenses against 
disease, in part because of 
AIDS infections, drug abuse 
and medical treatments that 
weaken immunity, such as 
transplant medicines.
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CONCERT TONIGHT
8:00 pm Rudder Auditorium

FLOOR SEATS AVAILABLE
Purchase tickets at the

MSC Box Office 
845-1234

Brought to you by

MSC Town Hall & Glenn Smith Presents Inc.

SERVING AGGIES FOR OVER 20 YEARS!
Gig 'Em!J.J. Ruffino '73

1600 Texas Ave. S. 
693-2627

College Station ^ Jiffs 1219 Texas Ave. 
822-1042 

Bryan

Seagram’s
and 7-Up

$|2"
MALIBU
Caribbean Coconut Rum

$099

750 ml 
80°

Miller Lite, Lite Ice, 
Genuine Draft, 

Genuine Draft Light

*5" ssM
.*a

12 pk., 12 oz cans

COME BY AND SEE OUR LARGE SELECTION 
OF FINE, IMPORTED CIGARS!

Coors • Coors Light • Killians Red

>->originalT\,

'WfM
We accept Cash, Checks, Debit Cards on sale items. 

Specials good through Thurs., Sept. 8 - Sat., Sept. 10, 1994.

Courter rules out 
protecting bases
San Antonio 
fears more cuts

WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
former chairman of the base- 
closings commission said 
Wednesday that he has ruled 
out being a paid consultant for 
any community seeking to de
fend its military installations 
against shutdown.

Jim Courter, who headed 
the independent Base Closure 
and Realignment Commission 
during its 1991 and 1993 
rounds, had considered a 
$75,000 contract from the city 
of San Antonio to help it pro
tect its five bases during next 
year’s round.

Through an intermediary, 
Courter confirmed last week 
that he would reject the con
tract because of fears that 
such a deal could be perceived 
as improper.

In an interview Wednesday, 
the former Republican con
gressman from New Jersey 
said: “I’m not going to be re
tained by any community.”

“I don’t think it’s appropri
ate, even though it’s proper 
and legal and everything,” 
added Courter, who now prac
tices law in Hackettstown, N.J.

Former commissioners are

prohibited from directly lob
bying the panel. But under 
ethics rules, they aren’t 
barred from advisory or plan
ning roles.

Courter was clearly reluc
tant to discuss his dealings 
with San Antonio, other than 
to say that officials there are 
“terrific people.”

“The story is over. I’m not 
under contract. I’m not getting 
any money,” he said when 
asked to explain why he had 
first considered and then re
jected the contract.

San Antonio is home to 
four Air Force bases — Kelly, 
Randolph, Lackland and 
Brooks — as well as the 
Army’s Fort Sam Houston.

Like many military cities 
nationwide, San Antonio is 
bracing for next year’s round of 
cuts which is expected to be 
the harshest yet. Kelly Air 
Force Base, which was re
viewed last year for closure 
and later taken off the cut list, 
is expected to also land on next 
year’s list.

Local lawmakers and the 
San Antonio Chamber of Com
merce have geared up for a 
nearly $500,000 lobbying effort 
to protect Kelly.

Kelly, which is home to the 
San Antonio Air Logistics Cen
ter, is the largest of the city’s 
defense installations.

A genius 
figured it out- 
HP built it in.
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Texas A&M Hillel 
is here for yM

...with a full range of religious, social, 
cultural and educational programs

New Member Bash
Sunday, September 11th, 5:00 P.M.

Shabbat Services
every Friday at 8:00 P.M.

800 George Bush Drive across from campus 

Call 696-7318 for details.

TOTAL 84 EXP.

Ifnrl'alr E7IIIJTIIUIB BIB BUI CAB ITIyOQcJK rUIMTBIVIC rILIVI
Funtime 100 3 Pack
2 roils 24exp. ***"
& 1 roll 38 ©xp. ^
ISO 100
$C99

Fuolime 200 3 Pack
2 rolls 24exp.
& 1 roll 36 exp. 
ISO 200

FREE FILM
FOR < MONTHS
WwifaiPurcteeltiis 

SelecMOlyiiip^ Camera

BONUS! * Autofocus
FREE • Sensor Flash
Stylus • Ultra-
PEN Compact

Eye-Start Automation 
•Autofocus 

Red-Eye Reduction

MINOLTA 400si
w/ Quantaray 35-80mm 
Zoom Lens

1 3 Level Operation • Multi Mode 
• Pop-up Flash________

400si w Quartz 
Date Back &Minolta 
35-70mm Lens

Nikon Nice Touch 2
iBpKu

Focus Free • Compact and Lightweight 
• Built-In Flash

■ Autofocus • Red-Eye H
Reduction B $1 JJQ95 

• Panorama Adapter '

^ ^ IV!I: I - '
\mPHQTQ\ Solid Advice. Discount Price. ------- r
\ 1 posT 0AK MALL \Guaranteed,

College Station, TX • 764-0059

Sale 
$105.00

• Built-in equations, 
functions, and 
menus guide you 
through complex 
calculations.

• Fill-in-the-blanks 
forms make 
problem-solving 
easy.

HEWLETT’
PACKARD

• We Do Repairs and
Instant Passport Photos

University 
Bookstores

3 Off-Campus Stores For You
Northgate - Culpepper - Village

On Routine Cleaning, | 
X-Rays and Exam "

■ (Regularly $76, With Coupon $44) ■ 
Payment must he made al time of service. |

I BRYAN COLLEGE STATION | _

I Jim A rents, I '’PS Dan Lawson, DOS „ 
Karen Arents, DOS Neal Kruger, DOS | 
not Villa Maria Texas Ave. at SW Pkwy. . 

268-1407 696-9578 |

J CarePlus \>itt J
Dental Centers

L. _ _ Exp. 09-30-94 — J

The Battalion
Classified

Advertising
• Easy 

• Affordable 
• Effective

For information, call Sandi

845-0569

i^llTOKEHQDSE
Used Discs $7.99 & $8.99 

New Discs $10.99 & $12.99 
We Buy Discs For $4 To $5 or Trade 

2 For i On Used Or 3 For 1 On New 
30 Day Guarantee On Used CD’s

403 University Dr. (Northgate) 268-0154

Get Organized!
• The Aggieland Yearbook is
now accepting contracts for 
all University recognized 
organizations (including 
Greek), sports clubs and 
dorms. Come to Room 012 
Reed McDonald and pick up a 
contract for your organization.
• The DEADLINE for all 
organization contracts is 
Monday, Sept. 19. If you have 
any questions concerning 
1995 Aggieland organization 
contracts, call 845-2681.

Aggieland

Aren’t You?
JrhwsUy looking for...

Authentic Christianity 
Quality Relationships 
Solid Biblical Teaching 
The Challenge of a Lifetime

We Are!
CRU

Every Thursday 
Join us Tonight! 

7:00 pm 
Zachry 102

Campus Crusade 
for Christ
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