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By Jeremy Keddie
The Battalion

R.O. Smith, a junior in Squadron One 
of the Texas A&M Corps of Cadets, 
walked into Holick’s Boots and Insignia 
Mfs., stepped up to the boot chair and 
sat down. His eyes glanced across the 
front foyer of the store, which smelled of 
leatherwork.

“I’m finally getting measured for my 
(senior) boots,” he said.

Cobbler Johnnie Holick then emerged 
from the small workshop in the back 
and told Smith to place his feet on a 
notebook, and began tracing. After­
ward, Holick took measurements of the 
feet, calfs and ankles, and Smith’s senior 
boots were three weeks away from being 
finished.

“So when can I pick them up,” Smith 
asked.

Although Smith has made'several 
payments to Holick’s for his boots, he 
and many of the cadets will perhaps 
never see the process, nor learn much of 
the history behind the craftsmanship.

Holick’s began as a mishap when 
Joseph Holick, Johnnie’s father, came to 
the United States from Austria in 1885 
and boarded a locomotive from Taylor, 
Texas to look for work at a sawmill. 
Destined for Orange, Texas, the locomo­
tive passed through Bryan where 
Joseph Holick decided to visit his sister.

Joseph Holick then began working at 
Blatherwick’s shoe shop in Bryan and 
remained there for five years.

And in 1891, at the request of Texas 
A&M president Lawrence Sullivan Ross,

Holick’s Boots and Insignia Mfs. opened 
for shoe and boot repairs.

“It was an example of how a seeming­
ly insignificant happening can change 
the courses of many, many lives,” Holick 
said.

Since then, this insignificant happen­
ing has led to manufacturing of boots for 
thousands of senior Corps members, and 
the current style has existed since 1931.

Becoming part of the Corps of Cadets 
uniform in 1915, senior boots are valued 
as more than just part of the uniform. 
The riding boots symbolize the rank of 
cadet officer achieved after three years 
of dedication to the Corps and to A&M. 
The cavalry boot style became part of 
the senior uniform in 1925.

Although Holick’s is not the only 
manufacturer of senior boots, they pro­
duce 250 pairs per year and also place 
orders for boots that they do not have 
the resources produce themselves. 
Holick’s takes measurements and then 
readjusts the boots received according to 
style.

After taking measurements, the 
process is broken into a producton-line 
process which includes trimming the 
leather and shaping the sole. The most 
distinctive characteristic of the boot is 
the barrel, the upper part of the boot 
which fits the calf, which are made of 
stiff leather, allowing them to be shined 
easily.

To make the boots, several varieties 
of leather are used. The most predomi­
nant is the tan imported French calf, 
which is used for the exterior leather of 
the boot.
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Carolyn Matheson, daughter of John­
nie Holick, said the leather is imported 
from France because of the ideal condi­
tions for raising cattle.

“When working with leather you 
have to take into account things like in­
sect bites, diseases, and barbed wire 
fences,” Carolyn Matheson said.

And the line of men who have worked 
this French leather into an A&M tradi­

tion started with Joseph 
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Correction
In Monday's issue of 

The Battalion, the headline 
and story on page 2B of 
the Campus section 
incorrectly spelled Corps 
Cmdr. Matt Segrest's name. 
Segrest is the correct 
spelling.

In Wednesday's issue of 
gmiB^ttalfUitiCIhe 
information box on page 
two incorrectly identified 
Starlet's rates. StarTel's 
rates are 21 <£ for weekdays 
between 8 a.m. and 5 
p.m., 16.5<£ for evenings, 
and 13.5<£ for nights and 
weekends.

Success comes out in the wash for studen
By Jeremy Keddie
The Battalion

Texas A&M student Amir 
Omar said as a child he always 
dreamed of owning a huge busi­
ness.

Little did Omar know he 
would eventually spend 90 hours 
a week as owner of the Westgate 
Washaus, one of Bryan-College 
Station's most successful laundro­
mats.

The 22-year-old industrial dis­
tribution major opened the busi­
ness after plUiviously running a 
pickup and delivery laundry ser­
vice that provided the $50,000 
needed to open his business.

"With a wife and a three-year- 
old son, the business pretty much 
grew out of necessity," Omar said.

The stylish laundromat fea­
tures an automatic door, two fish 
aquariums, a leather couch, a

Stacy Cameron/THE Battalion

Amir Omar, owner of the Westgate Washaus, is a senior industrial 
distribution major at A&M.

game room and red bar stools 
arranged on a black-and-white 
checkered floor.

With every customer at West- 
gate Washaus there is a sense of 
urgency to help, Omar said.

which is a trait he claims to have 
acquired through discipline as a 
member of the Corp of Cadets. 
He can frequently be seen rushing 
to help customers unload their 
laundry from cars, wiping off 
equipment and offering customers 
change.

"He seems to be a hands-on 
type of guy who is interested in 
how things are running," said 
Grant Tabor, a senior accounting 
major.

"It is important to be at your 
business and find out what people 
are happy with and what they 
aren't," Omar said.

This relationship with the cus­
tomers has led to Omar's earning 
over $13,000 per month, he said.

But things didn't always go so 
well. Although Omar's business 
is prosperous and growing steadi­
ly, he admits that there were sev­
eral problems when first starting

out.
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Come in For A FREE Workout!
NORTH GATE ATHLETIC CLUB

NGAC
NO INITIATION FEES, NO CONTRACTS, NO HASSLES

FUi MEMBERSHIP
^ FREE WEIGHTS 

^ STEPPERS 
^ BICYCLES

^ MACHINES 
❖ WEIGHT LOSS & 

WEIGHT GAIN 
PROGRAMS

201 COLLEGE MAIN
(BEHIND LOUPOT’S AT NORTHGATE) 846-6795

DJiwnnfi The, PwfjMt Pizza;/

is proud to present our new store opening in Aggieland
NOW HIRING 50 DELIVERY PERSONNEL

Papa John’s Pizza is the nations fastest growing pizza delivery company. Must have 
reliable car, valid insurance , a good driving record and be at least 18 years old.

• Earn up to $7-$12 per hour • Full & part time
• Work flexible hours • Great opportunity
• Enjoy freedom of being on the road for advancement

Apply in person between the hours of 8am-6pm 
1100 D Harvey Rd.764-PAPA

O)MREHOIH
Used Discs $7.99 & $8.99 

New Discs $10.99 & $12.99 
We Buy Discs For $4 To $5 or In 

2 For 1 On Used Or 3 For 1 Onlv 
30 Day Guarantee On Used CD

403 University Dr. (Northgate)

Sectic
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502
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FRATERNITY
RUSH

When: This Thursday, Sept. 1
Where: Rudder Fountain
Time: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Texas A&M Fraternities will be 
there to answer your questions!

*There will be a
FRATERNITY LIFE SEMINAR 

at 7 p.m.
in Rudder Theater, 
Thursday, Sept. 1!

For more information 
call 845-0112 or 845-1133.

University Bookstores
——,yT,,
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Three Off-Campus Locations to Serve You 
Northgate - Culpepper Plaza - Village 
“Your Source for Educationally Priced Software’’

Back to School 
Calculator Specials

Tl - 82 $82.00
(This price for in stock units only. Next order will be 
higher. This calculator is required or recommended 
in Math 102, 131, 141, 142, 166, or 601.)

BELINDA BLANCARTE, Editor in chief

MARK EVANS, Managing editor 
HEATHER WINCH, Night News editor 
MARK SMITH, Night News editor 
KIM MCGUIRE, City editor

JAY ROBBINS, Opinion edto 
STEWART MILNE, Photo ediW 
DAVE WINDER, Sports editor 
ROB CLARK, Aggielife editor

HP 48G 
HP 48GX

$105.00
$249.00

(Your choice of these calculators are required or 
recommended in Math 171, 172, 251, 304, 311, or 423.)

HP 10B 
HP 17BII 
HP 19BII 
Tl BAH PLUS

$29.95
$82.00
$129.95
$29.95

Staff Members
City desk—)an Higginbotham, Katherine Arnold, Michele Brinkmann, Stephanie Dubt.q 

Fehlis, Eloise Flint, Amanda Fowle, Melissa Jacobs, Lisa Messer, Angela Ner: 
Owen, Constance Parten and Tracy Smith

News desk— Robin Greathouse, Sterling Hayman, )ody Holley, Shafi Islam, Jennifer Mo»l: 
Tiffany Moore and Stacy Stanton

Photographers— Stacey Cameron, David Birch, Blake Griggs, J.D. Jacoby, Tim Moog,Cf;
Painton, Nick Rodnicki, Amy Brown and Carrie Thompson 

Aggielife— Anas Ben-Musa, Margaret Claughton, Christi Erwin, Jennifer Gressett and Jerf 
Keddie

Sports writers— Nick Georgandis, Drew Diener and Stewart Doreen 
Opinion desk— Jenny Magee, Lynn Booher, Josef Elchanan, Laura Frnka, Aja Henderson!'!

Jeremy Keddie, Michael Landauer, Melissa Megliola, George Nasr, Elizal 
Gerardo Quezada and Frank Stanford

Cartoonists— Greg Argo, Brad Graeber, Alvaro Gutierrez and Quatro Oakley 
Office Assistants— Heather Fitch, Adam Hill, Karen Hoffman and Michelle Oleson 
Writing Coach— Timm Doolen

The Battalion (USPS 045-360) is published daily, Monday through Friday during the fall«' 
semesters and Monday through Thursday during the summer sessions (except University^ 
exam periods), at Texas A&M University. Second class postage paid at College Station,^

POSTMASTER: Send address changes to The Battalion, 230 Reed McDonald Building,ft1 
University, College Station, TX 77843.

(Your choice of these calculators is required or 
recommended forAGEC 340, FINC 341 or 630)

News: The Battalion news department is managed by students at Texas A&M University1’ 
Division of Student Publication, a unit of the Department of Journalism. Editorial offices! 
Reed McDonald Building. E-mail: BATTOTAMVMI .TAMU.EDU. Newsroom phone nut 
3313. Fax:845-2647.

Advertising: Publication of advertising does not imply sponsorship or endorsement byT*' 
For campus, local and national display advertising, call 845-2696. For classified adveitiL 
845-0569. Advertising offices are in 015 Reed McDonald and office hours are 8 a.ffl.to: 
Monday through Friday. Fax:845-2678.
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