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Ravaged reptile recovers
Myrtle the turtle 
survives vicious 
pitchfork attack

i In memory of...
Stew IWilne/ l'HF, SAtfAnorr

The U.S. flag near the Academic Building flies at 
half staff on Tuesday. Flags on campus are low­

ered on the last Tuesday of each month, honoring 
recently deceased faculty and staff members.

SAN ANTONIO (AP) — When a sluggish, 15- 
pound snapping turtle, mutilated by pitchfork- 
wielding attackers, was brought to a Castle Hills 
animal hospital, an appalled staff leapt into ac­
tion.

Veterinarian Maria Williams headed an hour- 
long operation to repair a 300-degree neck lacer­
ation, fractured bones and brutal leg gashes that 
severed muscles.

‘Tt was a sickening situation,” Williams said 
in Tuesday’s San Antonio Express-News. “Some 
of the cuts were all the way to the bone.”

With blood oozing out at a life-threatening 
rate, there was no time for anesthesia before 
Williams began suturing her suffering patient.

Veterinarian Teri Temple said the turtle 
seemed to sense they were trying to save its life.

“It never once opened its mouth and tried to 
snap at usr” she said.

The approximately 35-year-old turtle, dubbed 
Myrtle by the staff at Castle West Animal Hospi­
tal, is now nearly ready to leave the wading pool 
Temple bought for it and return to the wild.

The turtle’s ordeal began June 25, when two 
men spotted the snapping turtle in Brackenridge 
Park and began attacking it with a pitchfork, 
trying to decapitate it.

A family having a picnic nearby was horrified. 
They put the turtle in an ice chest and rushed it 
to the animal hospital in Castle Hills, a suburb 
of San Antonio.

Myrtle’s attackers were caught by Texas 
Parks and Wildlife game wardens, who cited 
them for hunting a non-game animal without a 
valid hunting license, a Class C misdemeanor.

Ottress Thomas, age 67, was fined $60 earlier 
this month, a small punishment because he “was 
very apologetic and didn’t realize it was an of­
fense to kill a turtle” without a license, said Jus­
tice of the Peace Keith Baker.

The other man, Foster Scallion, age 39, failed 
to appear in court, and a warrant was to be is­
sued, said a clerk in Baker’s office.

Texas Parks and Wildlife Game Warden Lt. 
Glen Felps said he believes the men planned to 
eat Myrtle.

Turtles are also often killed by fishermen to be 
used for bait or because they ruin their tackle 
and steal bait. It’s legal, Felps said, for anyone 
with a $13 hunting license or a $25 hunting and 
fishing license.

The veterinarians who saved Myrtle say they 
are disgusted by what happened to the turtle. 
They don’t want Myrtle to be returned to Brack­
enridge Park, saying they fear next time it won’t 
be so lucky.
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Gallery & Custom Framing
404 University East, Suite G.G. 
College Station, Texas 77840

693-6894

I
I

Congratulations Graduates! I
l
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THE 
PERFECT TAK

Perfect Tan Perfect Tan Too
1106 Harvey Rd 4001 E. 29th St.
(next to Imperial) (next to Winn Dixie)
764-0599 846-4822

Perfect Tan III
104 College Main

260 1349

Diploma Framing
Choose from 8 styles

i I
i

i I 2 WEEKS $ a n99 I....... . iyUNLIMITED TANNING
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TUNE UP PLUS
1.
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New Customers Only 
Expires 08-03-94
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BRAKES ★ ALIGNMENT 

A/C ★ OIL/LUBE 
—^niannogtir Specialist 

^^^•Major engine repair

601 IIARVEY RD. 
693-6189

Mon.-Sat. Sam - 7pm

• OIL CHANGE 
; LUBE & FILTER
. Includes drain oil. install up to 5 qts. oil
• change oil filter S lube chassis. w,,h coupon Exp 09-15

dost cars & light trucks

$1 /f 95

• RADIATOR FLUSH $ 
! & FILL
! Plus anti-freeze

14
jpon Exp 09-

29*5
With coupon Exp 09-15-94

■ FREE Pick-up & 
Delivery

■ 10% discount-Police 
Teachers & Seniors
Short of cash-We 
have payment plans

> AIR CONDITIONING $Q/|95 
! SERVICE
• Service Includes: Diagnostic evaluation of AC system. Leak
* detection & check freon levels up to 8oz. FREE.
J Freon $15.00 per lib extra Most cars Exp 09-15-94

i 2~WHEEL BRAKES” ” $0~Q9i>
I Includes Pads. Rotors resurfaced. Wheel VBaV 
I bearings replaced, Calipers cleaned. All .
| brake lines checked & Master cylinder checked. *

Most curs With coupon Exp 09-15-94 ,

h engine Yune-up

fJ&ecvi. WtJacy6Cyl. vcrscyl
_____ , ___ ____ ___ ___ new resistor spark plugs, adjust idle
timing, test battery & charging systems. & Inspect other key ignition

-------4 Cyl
* In most electronic igni

iiEii Most cars. Wlh coupon Exp 09-15-94
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MEXICAN RESTAURANT

‘1.99
Fruit

Margaritas

I
I

(GanotaMs Ce-nterJ
607OfniLers/y Or Co^e^e Station 846-5333

I
1/aMatpC/mt cicept after 4p.m. o* Friday. So Fa tar day. Diet-ii o*fy. Mot ratedc* latrdayf, spcaiataccaeio/rf, witi taxck spectate, or any 

^^er offt-r. Witk ties coapoe oety. Out coapo*per tdltc. Ftpirts 08/03/94 {!/•(•* y t*

DEFENSIVE 
DRIVING 
CLASS

$18.00
[ TAMUCMpu I

!
University Dr.
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For Prepaid Students 
NOT Valid with any other coupon 

Offer Expires 09/30/94

She sax 
place empj 
tribute to t

846-5876
$23.00 at the door I

Texas Alcohol & Safety Education Agency 
4337 Wellborn Road, Bryan, Tx. 77801
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107 S. College - across from campus

Bring this coupon into Mr. Gatti’s for

$1.00 Off
of our famous FAST FEAST BUFFET

All-you-can-eat pizza, spaghetti, salad, dessert 
+ soft drink with free refills
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Coupon good 7 days a week • 11 a.m. Till 9:30 p.m.
Expires 08/14/94

^ggielife 
Eomics
Opinion 
^tcite & L


