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Grief-stricken father confronts daughter's 
rapist, murderer after teen sentenced to die

The Associated Press

HOUSTON ~ In an unusual move, a 
judge allowed a grief-stricken father to con
front a gang member sentenced to die for rap
ing and killing the man's daughter and an
other teen-ager. -

"You're worse than anything I've ever 
seen in my life," Randy Ertman shouted to 
convicted killer Peter Cantu in court Wednes
day. "And I hope to God, and this is wrong 
too, that you rot in hell."

Cantu, 19, was sentenced to die for his role 
in the rape and strangulation of Jennifer Ert
man, 14, and Elizabeth Pena, 16.

The girls, taking a short cut home last June 
24 by walking through a field and wooded 
area, stumbled on a group of gang members

celebrating the initiation of a new member, 
police said.

Both girls were raped for an hour before 
being strangled with shoelaces and a belt.

Cantu briefly closed his eyes when the 
jury's verdict was read Wednesday, and then 
answered "nah" when the judge asked if 
there was any reason he should not assess the 
punishment.

State District Judge William Harmon then 
allowed Ertman's request to speak to Cantu. 
Ertman and Cantu stood about 15 feet apart 
in the courtroom, and cameras were allowed 
to tape the incident,

"You're not even an animal! You're worse 
than that! ..." Ertman shouted. "You de
stroyed my life! You destroyed my wife's life! 
You destroyed the Penas' life!

"I haven't seen any remorse from you," he 
said.

Cantu showed little emotion during the 
trial and he even Smirked at times during the 
proceedings.

Prosecutor Don Smyth said he has never 
known a Harris County judge to allow a vic
tim's relative to address a defendant in court 
before. Smyth said he thought it would have 
been more appropriate for the meeting to 
take place in private.

Four other young men, all 19, are charged 
with capital murder in the slayings.

Defense lawyer Donald Davis, who sought 
a life sentence, asked jurors to consider Can
tu's troubled background of emotional prob
lems and a learning disorder that caused him 
to repeat three grades in school.
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Woods: Balsa, Bass, Ply 
Metals: Brass, Copper,. Aluminum 
Plastic: Sheets, Tubing, I-Beam 
Glues: Super Glue, Epoxy, Wood, Plastic 
Tools: Xacto, Dremel, Badger

Culpepper Plaza

Headquarters for:
•Plastic Models *Rpckets 

•Model Paints 'Model Railroads 
•Radio Control Plane 

•Cars -Helicapters •Boats

693-8095
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Northside residents enjoy the effects of the below freezing weath
er as they slide down the ramp of the fifth floor of the north gate

parking garage. The alleged sliders refused to submit their names 
for fear of repercussions from garage management.

Texas A&M University Health Science Center 
1994 Undergraduate Summer Research Fellowship

This program is designed for students in the advance stages of their 
undergraduate training who are considering careers in hiomedie U 
research. It provides an opportunity for students to obtain;experienct 
the research lab and to interact with graduate students and faculty within | 

the medical Sciences Graduate Program '' bn
the biomedical, sciences for students to choose from 

A stipend is provided to students accepted into the program 
Fellowships are awarded on a competitive basis, and the deadline is Marc!
T, 1994. Interested students should contact:

Dr. Gertdd A. Meiiimget;
Texas A&M Health Science Center 

College of Medicine 
I I 3 Reynolds [Medical Building 

Telephone: 845-0370 Fax: 815-6509
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former which is pretty much 
guaranteed to make money," 
Hartman said. "We don't care 
about making money, we just 
want to break even. However, we 
need to be able to cover potential 
losses and without that money, 
we won't be able to do it."

Hartman said implementing a 
volunteer-type program to substi
tute for student workers wouldn't 
be feasible due to the magnitude of 
responsibility the jobs require.

"Yrn not sure a Fish Aide would 
have tire responsibility to monitor a 
'29 million dollar art collection,"- she 
6aid. "Or be able to man a Tick- 
ebon outlet."

However Hartman said the 
MSC might consider implementing 
a volunteer-type program at the en
hances of the Student Program Of
fice.

"That's something we're looking 
into," she said. "We might consider 
asking the A.L.O.T. program of 
Council assistants if they might be 
interested in doing it, but that 
would be up to the chairs of the 
program."

Under the Senate Finance Com

mittee's current budget review 
process, representatives are as
signed a department to review.

Sanchez said the representatives 
receive the department's budget re
quest in October and then will tour 
the facility, and interview the de
partment head, as well as many 
students and staff involved in the 
department.

"That's what's been so discour
aging about this all, because our 
recommendation is based on stu
dent opinion," she said. "It's what 
they want."

However Cowan said he doubt
ed the efficiency of the process.

"It took me two years to fully

comprehend the.MSC's budget," 
Cowan said. "We gave them a 
thick packet detailing the budget. 
You can't tell me they could un
derstand the ideosynchrosies of a 
$5 million budget in three hours 
or so."

Hartman said the review 
process should be evaluated, but 
the MSC will continue despite the 
cuts.

"The MSC will continue to exist 
despite all of this," she said. "But 
it's the students who will suffer. 
They will lose their jobs, they will 
pay more for programs and be of
fered a smaller number of pro
grams to choose from."
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Postoak Florist
900 HARVEY ROAD 

(409) 764-0091

ORDER NOW FOR YOUR
VALENTINE! -j|p>

(We’re in the Postoak Village Shopping Center 
across from Blinn Jr. College)
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TEXAS A&M UNIVERSITY
NATIVE AMERICAN STUDENT ASSOCIATION

AMERICAN INDIAN SCIENCE & ENGINEERING SOCIETY
ji-Vk AND
THMC MSC GREAT ISSUES
i>/A.C PRESENT

2ND ANNUAL NATIVE AMERICAN WEEK
FRIDAY 2/11/94

7-8:30 P.M. MSC 201
DAVID EVENINGTHUNDER (SHOSHONE-BANNOCK) 

ARTIST FLUTE PLAYER WILL DISPLAY ART, 
DEMOSTRATE AND ENTERTAIN WITH HIS FLUTE 

SATURDAY 2/12/94
6:30 P.M.-12:00 A.M. G. ROLLIE WHITE COLISEUM 
2ND ANNUAL INTERTRIBAL POW-POW, 
CO-HOSTED BY GULF COAST TIA-PIAH 

SOCIETY
P/ewe. ceff (U Dept, d

,-r- MufCidt/tirafStsvra&f/ftptt.
FOR MORE INFORMATION: 

MULTICULTURAL SFRVICRS (409) 845-4551 
ADMISSION l-REE
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MSC Barber Shop
Serving All Aggies!

Cuts and Styles 
Reg. haircuts starting at

Eight operators to serve you
Theresa-Ramona-Jennifer-Mary-Yolanda 

Wendy-Troy-Hector

846-0629 .

Open Mon.-Fri. 8-5
Located in the basement of the Memorial Student Center

CAMP DAY
CAMP COUNSELOR 
RECRUITMENT DAY

WHEN: Monday, February 14, 1994 
from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.

WHERE: MSC Rooms 226-231

30-40 Camps from Texas, 
New Mexico, New York, 

Illinois, Pennsylvania and 
Missouri will be looking for and 
interviewing for summer help.

SUMMER JOBS & FUN!

Hosted by: Department of Recreation, 
Park and Tourism Sciences
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INSTITUTE FOR STUDY ABROAI
BUTLER

UNDERGRADUATE STUDIES IN

GREAT BRITAIN
. AUSTRALIA

Ireland
NEW ZEALAND

Fully integrated study at British, Irish,
New Zealand and Australian universities

FALL OR SPRING SEMESTER • FULL YEAR 
INSTEP • SUMMER PROGRAM • INTERNSHIPS

Study Abroad Information Session
Representative:
Date:
Location:

Steve Seaworth 
Fri. Feb. 11 
11:00 - 1:30 
Info Table MSC 
3:15- 4:30 
MSC Rm 203

For further information please contact: Your Study Abroad Office on campus 
or the Institute for Study Abroad, Butler University, 4600 Sun . t Avenue 
Indianapolis. IN 46208. Tel: 317/283-9336 or 1/800-36/ c


