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A&M professor's research 
will keep longhorns short

By Jacqueline Mason
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For many years, Texas A&M 
professors have researched the ef
fects of chromosome mutations in 
cattle. Now, one finding is proving 
to be beneficial for both livestock 
breeders and the cattle themselves.

James Womack, a veterinary 
pathobiology professor, said Texas 
A&M researchers have been suc
cessful in locating the gene related 
to the growth of horns on cattle.

By pinpointing that gene, breed
ers can determine which cattle will 
not have horns and, through selec
tive breeding, eliminate cattle with 
horns, he said.

"They now have the ability to 
genetically eliminate the horn," he 
said.

Traditionally, ranchers have 
mechanically dehorned cattle.

"There's a lot of money put out 
each year for dehorning cattle," 
Womack said.

A second advantage to breeding 
hornless cattle is that dairy and 
feed-lot cattle will be spared injury 
inflicted by homed cattle, he said.

But, Womack said it is difficult 
to completely eliminate horns on 
cattle because it is a recessive trait.

Locating the gene for horned 
cattle is just the beginning of the 
possibilities in genetic research re
lating to cattle, he said.

In laboratories around the 
world, researchers are studying 
cattle chromosomes relating to 
traits such as milk production, 
meat quality and resistance to dis
ease.

Professors at A&M may have 
even discovered a gene that shows 
resistance to brucellosis, an infec
tious disease in cattle.

Texas A&M Veterinary pathobi
ology Professor Garry Adams said 
if this gene can be identified, 
breeders could control the spread 
of brucellosis among livestock.

"We could, by selective breed
ing, increase the rate of frequency 
of resistance in a population," he 
said.

Another finding researchers are 
excited about, he said, suggests 
that cattle that are genetically resis
tant to brucellosis may also be re
sistant to tuberculosis and salmo
nellosis, a disease sometimes lead
ing to typhoid fever.

If cattle can be made resistant to 
salmonellosis, Adams said, the dis
ease may have a harder time being 
spread to the human population.

Right now, the basic goal of re
searchers is simply to map the 
chromosomes and identify the 
genes for a variety of traits related 
to cattle, Womack said.

"We are developing a map 
that allows us to find markers of 
economically important traits," 
he said.

Correction
In Wednesday's issue of The Battalion, a headline on page two 

incorrectly indicated that the Aggie Bucks office had moved to 
Sbisa. The office has not moved to Sbisa. It has moved into the 
Pavilion.

The Battalion regrets the error.

Serving Aggies for over 20 years.
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Commerce 
National Bank

November 29, 1993

Dear Graduate,

CONGRATULATIONS on your graduation from 
Texas A&M University and best of luck as you are 
now about to begin a new career! Your hard work 
and dedication are the traits we value in customers.

Commerce National Bank is offering special new car 
financing to all 1993 TAMU graduating Seniors. 
With proof of employment and no credit problems, 
100% FINANCING will be available. If a new car 
is in your future, please stop by our original location 
on Texas Avenue in College Station or our new 
location on Briarcrest in Bryan. We are looking 
forward to fulfilling your financial needs.
Gig ’Em Aggies!

Sincerely,

Randy Malazzo 
Assistant Vice President

Member F.D.I.C.
2405 Texas Avenue South P.O. Box 10089 College Station, TX 77842 409/693-6930
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We accept Cash, Checks, Debit Cards on sale items. 
Specials good Thur., Dec 2 - Sat., Dec 4, 1993

MSC HOSPITALITY PROUDLY PRESENTS:Tr
1993 S1VOWFLAKE FESTIVAI,

A Week of
Winter Entertainment

NOVEMBER 29 - DECEMBER 3 
MSC FLAGROOM

12:00 pm
WEDNESDAY, DEC. 1st:

Black Awareness Committee and 
Fade to Black, Pre-Kwanzaa 
Awareness

12:30 pm Ross Elementary, “The Nutcracker”

12:00 pm
THURSDAY, DEC. 2nd:

B’nai B’rith Hillel Foundation, 
Hanukkah Presentation

12:30 pm Kappa Alpha Psi Fraternity, Inc. New 
Alpha Chapter, Pre-”Greek Expo” Stepj 
Show

12:00 pm 
1:00 pm

1:30 pm

FRIDAY, DEC. 3rd:
Baptist Student Union
MSC Hospitality Winter 
Fashion Show
The Texas A&M Singing Cadets

**SNOWFLAKE FESTIVAL CRAFT FAIR** 
DECEMBER 2nd & 3rd - MSC HALLWAY

Persons with disabilities please call 845-1515 to inform us of your special 
needs. We request notification three (3) workinq days prior to the event 

to enable us to assist you to the besFof our ability.ability.

Karen Puckett/ SPECIAL TO The Baith..

Khaled Tarazi is putting his pots through the final steps of glazin;
before their last firing in the crafts center of University Plus. Hit 
crafts center, located in the MSC, will close after Dec. 18.
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