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reason for the league's durability is that state legislators 
would never allow it to come apart. The state has ex
pressed its commitment to the well-being of the SWC.

UT and A&M are state schools, and the amount of 
state money granted to both institution's coffers is sub
stantial.

Our legislature made it clear that UT and A&M would 
lose state support should they abandon the conference. 
This loss of state funding would dwarf any financial 
gains both schools might receive from moving into a dif
ferent conference.

Legislators are aware of the importance of the SWC to 
the state of Texas and will not allow the flagships to set 
sail for distant waters.

In addition, state offices are filled not only with alumni 
from A&M and UT, but also Texas Christian, Southern 
Methodist, Baylor, Rice, Texas Tech and Houston. They 
would never allow their schools' athletic programs to dis
appear, and this would surely happen if UT and A&M 
left the SWC.

In college sports, football and men's basketball have 
always been the primary indicators of whether a school is 
alive or dead.

Despite the SWC's overall weakness in these areas for 
several years, there have been several successful pro
grams throughout the conference in almost every NCAA

sport.
The strength of individual programs has helped the 

SWC survive post-Arkansas withdrawal.
There were few NCAA sports that did not have a SWC 

school placed in the top 25 in the nation last year. Such 
sports as golf, tennis, track and even sailing had a confer
ence school recognized as one of the top 25 in Division I 
competition. Football and basketball polls did have con
ference representation although it was minimal with the 
exception of A&M's seventh place spot in the Associated 
Press' final rankings.

There is one point that is often overlooked by league 
detractors: the greatest baseball conference in the nation 
belongs to the SWC.

A&M is building a great program that should rival the 
legendary Texas program for conference supremacy. At 
one point last year, seven of the eight conference teams 
were in the top 25.

While men's basketball floundered in Texas, Tech's 
women's basketball team won the national champi
onship. UT's women's basketball is known for their com
petitive teams, even though they've had to deal with 
some bad press this summer.

UT also has had one of the nation's best swimming 
programs for several years. SMU is recognized for their 
fine swimming program, and A&M is moving in; build
ing a swimming facility to rival the top five in the coun- 
try.

What the conference lacked, however, was the ability 
to promote these successful programs on a national level. 
Enter Steve Hatchell.

Hatchell left the front office of the Orange Bowl to take

the commissioner's seat. He was a successful organizer of 
a multi-million dollar enterprise and, before that, a 
prominent figure in Big Eight basketball.

Only a short time after he took the job with the SWC, 
he promoted the SWC basketball tournament like it never 
has been.

Hatchell employed the services of a major public rela
tions firm to oversee event promotion and has toiled to 
organize a legitimate officiating department, an area of 
considerable embarrassment in the past. His efforts 
boosted an event that lost a large segment of its audience 
when Arkansas left.

In college sports recruiting success is often directly 
proportional to the amount of TV exposure your program 
receives. Hatchell seems to have a firm grasp on that con
cept.

This summer, the commissioner's office announced 
that the SWC basketball championship game will be na
tionally televised on ESPN.

Just recently, Hatchell's office announced that eleven 
men's basketball games and two women's games will be 
carried on the new ESPN2 station.

There will be at least 50 conference games televised on 
other networks - a 56 percent increase over the amount of 
last season's network coverage.

It is apparent that the SWC is not on the verge of de
struction, and apparently the league has always had the 
motivation and tools to be successful.

With the change of management in the front office, the 
conference now has the ability to promote its product and 
open the doors to national success.

The SWC is on the way up.

The Associated Press 
Top 25

1. Florida State (58)
2. Alabama (4)
3. Miami
4. Notre Dame
5. Florida
6. Nebraska
7. Ohio State
8. Michigan
9. Penn State

10. Oklahoma
11. Tennessee
12. Arizona
13. Syracuse
14. Texas A&M
15. Washington
16. N. Carolina
17. California
18. Louisville
19. Colorado
20. BYU
21. Virginia
22. Wisconsin
23. Auburn
24. N.C. State
25. West Virginia
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Specializing in hair color and highlights

20 % off Perms • 10% off Haircuts, 
Hair Color or Highlight 
10 % off all products 

with this coupon

696-6551 
819 Texas Ave. S
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• Kathy Gilmore - Owner/Stylist •Sheva Rosas - Stylist 

>Rubin Ramos - Stylist •Leslie Rosas - Stylist (formerly with Milady)
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DISCOUNT TROPHY 
AND ENGRAVING

209 S. Main, Bryan, Texas
(Downtown Bryan - Next door to Los Nortenos)

Phone (409) 822-5923 
FAX (409) 775-2223

Hours: 9:00-5:30 M-F 
9:00-1:00 SAT

FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE FOR ALL YOUR AWARD AND ENGRAVING NEEDS 
QUALITY WORK AT GREAT PRICES

[ 10 % DISCOUNT FOR ALL STUDENT ]
! AND FACULTY ORGANIZATIONS !
i____________________________________________ i
Attention Corpmen: 4 Line Doorplate $4.00

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OR COUPON
I
I_____
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Greenfield Hair Designs
1800 Greenfield Plaza, Bryan 

 846-4150
15 % off 
Haircut & 
Facials

*1000 off 
Hair Color & 
Highlight or 
Permanent 

Waves

30 Tans 
for

$29.99

NAILS

Full Set *32 • Fill-Ins *18 • Plain *8 • Hot Oil *12 
$3 off any nail service

Hair Coloring • Highlighting • Hot Oil 
Treatments • Straightening • Free 

Consultation • Eye Brow Wax & Dye 
• Non-Surgical Face Lifts • Facials

Brookwood
Center
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(College Station location only)

With purchase of fries 
and drink

Not good for delivery
Fatburgers

725 A University Dr., College Station
846-4234

Bryan Cleaners & Laundry
ON CAMPUS LOCATION

Across From The Band Hall

$2 OFF
Any order of $8 or more, w/ coupon 

Not valid with any other Promotion 
On campus Location only.

Coupon expires 10/31/93, one coupon per day

SUPERIOR
9 A U T O SERVICE

Lube, Oil & Filter Change
Reg. $22.95

Now $19.95
Drain and refill up to 5 qts. of Havoline 5W30 or 10W30 

motor oil. Install new oil filter. Lubricate chassis (if applicable). Check 
and top off fluid levels. Most cars and light trucks (excluding diesels). 

Prices good with ad until October 29, 1993.
For fast service call to schedule an appointment.

Open Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 5:30

I______
THE WORD IS TRUST

111 Royal / Bryan. Texas / 77801 / 409-846-5344 I______ I


