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Maya Angelou: the 
real ‘Poetic Justice’

By TRACEY F. JONES
The Battalion

Maya Angelou — to those who are 
unfamiliar with her, she delivered the all 
encompassing poem at the President's 
inaugural address. To those of us who 
are familiar with her, she told us why 
the "... Caged Bird Sings."

Maya Angelou's poetry has served as 
the voice for women all around the 
world who have been victimized by 
some form of oppression or another. She 
speaks of a special sweetness in life that 
only comes from surviving hardship and 
pain. That is why her work was chosen 
by writer, director John Singleton to ap
pear in his second film, "Poetic Justice."

Her words have something for every
one — even a young black woman who 
is struggling to find beauty and worth 
in herself and the cold, violent world 
she lives in.

Five poetic pieces were taken from An
gelou's earlier works: "In a Time", "Phe
nomenal Woman", "Alone", "A Conceit", 
and "A Kind Of Love, Some Say".

From the first poem to the last, the 
words describe and lead us through the 
emotions of a young woman under
standing that she is alone — often times 
by choice — and gradually learning 
about the pleasure and security to be 
found in love and life as well as the pain.

Janet Jackson stars as Justice, a reclusive young woman who discovers her world through 
the poetry she writes on a road trip from South Central L.A. to Oakland in "Poetic Justice."

Singleton’s street romance...

‘Poetic Justice’ explores love in L.A. hood
By ANAS BEN-MUSA

, The Battalion

"Poetic Justice"
Starring Janet Jackson, Tupac Amura 

Shakur, Regina King and Joe Torry
Directed and written by John Singleton
Rated R
Playing at Cinema III

"Poetic Justice" is not "Boyz N The 
Hood" and it never attempts to be.

Director and writer John Singleton un
dertakes a different approach in address
ing the immense problems of blacks in 
South Central L.A. (the hood).

The second part to Singleton's trilogy 
about the hood shows an intimate look at 
black women and their daily, problems 
without nudity or excessive violence.

Using several poems contributed by 
writer and actress Maya Angelou, Single- 
ton creates a distinctive and flavorful 
film. Angelou's poetry gives a voice and 
intimacy to the main character Justice 
(Janet Jackson), a young beautician 
whose poetry helps her and those around

her confront and understand the prob
lems of living in the hood.

Although Jackson has done little acting 
since the hit TV. series "Good Times," her 
radiant smile and brightens the entire 
screen. Jackson's smile symbolizes hope 
and innocence never lost.

It is hard to imagine such beauty in a 
chaotic world, but Singleton molds and 
shapes it around Justice's life. Yet, Sin
gleton's fictional world is no different 
from the real world blacks confront each 
day in any major city across the country.

"Poetic Justice" has no great plot or epic 
story to tell. The plot deals with the char
acters personal problems on a road trip 
from L.A. to Oakland. Some might like it 
for that reason and others might not; how
ever, "Poetic Justice" never waters down 
or muddles the problems of the hood.

The problems are fully confronted 
with Lucky (Tupac Amura Shakur), a 
mailman who decides to raise his young 
daughter alone because the girl's moth
er is a drug user and prostitute. _ i

While heading to Oakland, Lucky falls 
in love with Justice. At first, they despise

one another, but eventually they come to 
know each other. In the hood, it is diffi
cult to trust anyone. On the road, their 
environment changes. Justice and Lucky 
open up to each other because the chaotic 
pressures of the hood are behind them.

Singleton uses the same direct approach 
from "Boyz N The Hood" to show the 
hood's influence on black men — the per
sistent pressure to have sex, to be a man, 
to be a black man.

But, Singleton goes further in "Poetic 
Justice." He shows how black women 
use their sexuality to entice men in many 
ways. In one scene. Justice's girlfriend, 
lesba (Regina King), reveals her method 
of using sex with her boyfriend, Chicago 
(Joe Torry), for material gain.

"Poetic Justice" is titled "a street ro
mance." It is a romance, but it's major con
tribution is Angelou's poetry and Single
ton's personal perspective.

Unfortunately, Singleton plans to make 
only a trilogy about the hood.

It will be interesting to see what this tal
ented director creates in the future.

Aykroyd, Curtin’s ‘Coneheads’ lacks cranial capacity

#

By JACQUELINE AYOTTE
The Battalion

"Coneheads"
Starring Dan Aykroyd and Jane Curtin
Directed by Steve Barron
Playing at Manor East III
Rated PG

John Belushi died of drugs, and now 
the rest of the "Saturday Night Live" 
crew is left with making stupid movies 
like "Coneheads".

Maybe the good do die young.
The actual Conehead idea from the 

1976 "SNL" skit is not the real problem 
with the movie. The mistake was born 
the day some idiot thought of. taking a 
skit with a humor factor limit of 10 min
utes and making a movie out of it.

The movie is about an alien couple 
from the planet Remulak who's wrong 
turn in their space craft crash-lands them 
in the middle of New York's East River.

Dan Aykroyd plays Beldar Conehead, 
and Jane Curtain plays his wife Prymaat.

They're perfect at their parts, but the fun
niness has worn off since 1976.

Beldar and Prymaat are stranded in 
America and are forced to assimilate. The 
two decide to stay in a small town in New 
Jersey where they bring up their young 
daughter, Connie (Michelle Burke). Their 
leader in Remulak won't mind as long as 
the Coneheads stay with one mission in 
mind - to conquer the earth. The 'illegal 
alien' family has Immigration and Natu
ralization Service agents chasing after 
them where ever they go, providing this 
sorry movie with a semi-plot.

In attempt to stretch the humor factor 
limit further, "Coneheads" has numerous 
appearances from "SNL" stars. Chris Far
ley hilariously plays Connie Conehead's 
auto mechanic boyfriend Ronnie. Kevin 
Nealon plays a senator, Julia Sweeney a 
principle, and Adam Sandler the bookie 
Carmine.

The best scenes consist of Ronnie and 
Connie's first love encounter at an auto 
body garage. Carmine smoothly and ille
gally making Beldar a citizen of the U.S. ,

Beldar (Dan Aykroyd), Prymaat (Jane 
Curtin) and their infant daughter, Connie.

seeing "SNL's" 'Pat' playing a cameo role, 
and Beldar's cone emerging from the 
sunroof of his car.

Some good advice — go out and buy re
runs of Coneheads skits. Don't waste your 
precious time going to see this movie.

If curiosity has got you motivated, go 
to the matinee and leave after the humor 
ceases.

You won't stay longer than half an hour.
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‘Haircut’
Continued from Page 4

don't start treating me right... One 
day you're gonna wake up six feet 
underground."

However, Thorogood is quick 
to point out "Killer's Blues" has 
no social value whatsoever.

"It's merely a portrait of a man 
who's gone so far over the edge 
that he doesn't care about the con
sequences of his actions," he said.

While most of the songs on 
"Haircut" are great, there are a few 
sour notes. "My Friend Robert" 
and "Baby Don't Go" have a pop 
music feel to them that just doesn't 
mesh well with the other music. 
The group is integrating key
boards and some other new instru
ments into their lineup, which 
may account for the pop sound of 
those two songs.

Overall, this was a great al
bum. Like all of Thorogood's 
other work, it would be best to 
listen to it in a smoke-filled bar 
occupied by the dregs of human 
society. But "Haircut" is good 
music for any occasion.

Although I'd draw the line at 
weddings and funerals.

AUGUST GRADS
Join the 12th Man Foundation through the New Grad 
Program and receive a GIFT along with your first year’s 
free membership. Membership includes west-stand 
seating at Aggie football games, a donor card, the Sports 
Hotline newsletter, a decal, and a lapel pin. For 
information, please stop by our table in the MSC, 
August 2,3,4,5,6,9,10, from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. So 
remember, if you are a fan of Aggie athletics, get 
involved with the 12th Man Foundation. Gig ’em!

WNIAN
FOUNDATION

SUPPORTING EDUCATION THROUGH ATHLETICS

UB40
Continued from Page 4

sound pounds in your ears with 
utter satisfaction.

The title song "Promises and 
Lies" is a slower tune that's fast 
enough to keep you from losing 
the groovy mood the whole al
bum sustains.

The song "Bring Me Your 
Cup" begins with a fast tempo 
that makes you want to get up 
and dance. Despite the ordinary 
lyrics, this song is one of the 
more fun and upbeat songs in the 
album. It definitely has potential 
as a hit.

UB40 is not only good at creat
ing the right sound. The group 
also has a very graceful way of

writing an important song with
out coming across too harshly.

"C'est La Vie" is a song about a 
Haitian woman who saw someone 
sell her baby for $20. UB40 talked 
to this woman personally at a U.S. 
concert and were touched and in
spired by her story. The lyrics of 
the song may be serious, but the 
sound is a pure technoesque feel 
with a tinge of emotionality to 
bring forth the woman's pain.

What more could you ask from 
a pop-reggae album. This album's 
full of music that's too real to be 
poppy and too funky to be sappy.

A promise and not a lie, 
UB40's album will be just as popu
lar as the previous ones. With a 
new twist on Elvis's song and a 
mountain more of good songs, 
this album is sure to climb the 
charts in no time.

The Battalion

Classified Ads
Phone: 845-0569 / Office: Room 015 (basement) 

Reed McDonald Building

o
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'AGGIE' Private Party Want Ads
$10 for 20 words running 5 days. If your merchan
dise Is priced $1000 or less (price must appear in 
ad). This rate applies only to non-commercial 
advertisers offering personal possesions for sale. 
Guaranteed results or you get an additional 5 
days at no charge. If Item doesn't sell, advertiser 
must call before 11 a.m. on the day the ad Is 
schedule to end to qualify for the 5 additional 
Insertions at no charge. No refunds will be made 
If your ad is cancelled early.

Business Hours
8 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Monday through 
Friday

________________________________________________________________________

Help Wanted

YEAST INFECTION 
STUDY

Female patients with symptoms 
of a yeast infection needed 
to participate in a research 

study with a new regimen of 
over-the-counter medication 
(cream). Eligible volunteers 

will be compensated.
Call for information.

G&S Studies, Inc.
(409) 846-5933

(close to campus)

$$$ MONEY $$$ 
FOR ANY 

GOOD REASON...

Let us help you earn $120 a 
month while you help others 

by doing a good deed.

Westgate Plasma Center 
4223 Wellborn Road 

Call 846-8855

Help Wanted
Writers and Photographers needed, for Study Breaks 
Magazine. Compilers for Create-A-Date, Campus Voices, 
and Profiles, also needed, Call 268-1496.
Part-time help wanted Apply within Piper's Chevron, 
University at Texas Avenue.
Part-time Book-keeper needed. Apply within Piper's 
Chevron, University at Texas Avenue.
Graduate students, needed as note-takers, for fall classes, 
especially, Economics, History, Journalism, Psychology, 
Sociology, and Botany. Apply at Notes-n-Quotes at 112 
Nagle, 846-2255.________________________________
SALES PERSON WANTED. Great opportunity in radio 
advertising sales. Apply in person. 219 N. Main St. Suite 
600, Bryan, Tx., between 1-4 p.m. Mon-Fri. 
ASSEMBLERS: Excellent income to assemble products 
at home, info 1-504-646-1700 DEPT. TX-777.________
Faculty member, seeks student to care for one child. 10- 
20 hours per week Flexible schedule beginning Sept. 1 
346-1326.______________________________________
Medical office needs front desk person Resume only. 
Richard Price Suite 325 300 E 26th Street Bryan. Texas 
77803._________________________________________
_ocal Business needs part & full-time warehouse help. 
Please call 779-7043 for information on resume submittal.

Computers
LAPTOP COMPUTER .Toshiba, T3200 /286, CPU Math 
coprocessor, 40MB,HD, 1MB RAM, Modem mouse 8bit 
and 16 bit slots Call 846-5911.

Business Opportunity
Hey Aggsl! Make ($200/wk) working on your free time!! 
Send $2 + SASE to JAS Co. 1903 Dartmouth #110 C,S, 
Tx. 77840.

Garage Sale
SUMMER EXTRAVAGANZA!! Market City parking lot. 
Saturday July 31. Live entertainment, Food, Favors and 
Fun. Space $5 and up. More details call (409) 823-6700.

Services

NOTES-N-QUOTES
(Across University from Blocker Bldg) 

846-2255, FAX 846-2985
A FULL REPORT SERVICE

Typing, Binding, 
Laminating & Transparencies

TUTORING - CHEM 102, any 1st year ACCOUNTING. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Very reasonable rates 693- 
3046__________________________________________
Typing orTypesetting. $1.50perpage. Postscript - Laser. 
846-9340,________ 222-9668(pager). ____ _
TYPING- Fast and dependable with reasonable rates. 
Call 693-6411.___________________ _______________
EUROPE ONLY $229! ($229 from Dallas, $169 from New 
York.) Dallas-New York $79 Jet there with AIRHITCH. 
800-326-2009.__________________________________
AAA DEFENSIVE DRIVING LOTS OF FUN, LAUGH A 
LOT!!!!!!!! Ticket dismissal, insurance discount. M-Tu(6- 
10 p.m.),W-Th (6-10 p.m,), Fri (6-10 p.m ), Sat. (8-12 
noon), Sat. (8-4:30 p.m.). Across from University Tower. 
Walk-ins welcome $20.00. 411 TxAve. So. 846-6117.

DJ/MUSICIH Weddings, Parties, Summer special $25 off. 
Steve Tunnell 596-2582 or toll free 1-800-303-2582.

Roommate Wanted
Female roommate wanted, willing to look with, or share 
your place, Jennifer (713)-376-1451.
Need 3rd/ Female roommate for lovely, privately owned, 
3/2 condo on Wolf Run. Close to sorority houses. Lease 
begins Sept 1 st. $325/mo. for a private bedroom 713-468- 
4608.__________________________________________
Roommate wanted to share 2bd/2ba. apartment. 1/2 of 
$485 +bills. Call John 268-0132.

For Rent

CRUISE SHIPS HIRING- Earn up to $2.000+/month. 
Summer and Career employment available. No experi
ence necessary For information call 1-206-634-0468 ext. 
C5855_________________________________________
Route carriers needed: The Houston Chronicle has 
summer and fall routes available Earn $600-$900 per/ 
mo. Route delivery requires working eariy morning hours. 
Call James at 693-7815 or Julian at 693-2323 for an 
appointment.
Healthy males wanted as semen donors. Help infertile 
couples. Confidentiality ensured. Ethnic diversity desir
able. Ages 18-35, excellent compensation. Contact 
Fairfax Cryobank, 1121 Briarcrest Suite 101, 776-4453.

College Station duplex, 309-B Spruce St. 2bd.+ Loft, 
vaulted ceiling, W/D. 2/10 mi. from campus. Available 
August 25, Mark 713-728-2385.___________________
Newly, remodeled, partly furnished, 1bd. apartment. $300 
mo. 846-5847 after 6 p.m.
BEST DEALS IN TOWN!!!!! 2bds, shuttle, microwave, 
swimming pool, laundry, $419/mo. College Court. 823- 
7039. Sonnenblick 846-0226.
FRESHLY RENOVATED HUGE 2bd apartments 31/2 
miles from A&M. Semester lease okay 822-0472.

Riding Horses

For Sale

Brazos Valley Riding Stables 

RIDING HORSES FOR RENT 
Call Rudy for appt.

ANYTIME!!!!!
779-7052 OR 778-4118.

GRADUATION SALE, Zenith stereo CTV, with receiver 
$220, Fisher four head VCR $200, Toshiba Portable CD 
player $50 call 846-5911. _____________
1981'Yamaha maximum 400, $500, runs great. Call 823- 
1992 or 693-6907._______________________________
1992' Connelly Rochet Slalom Ski 66", large highwrap 
bindings, perfect condition, padded case included, $270. 
Call Daniel 696-3271.____________________________
Soloflex, B/L included, almost new,$600. Sony 26" Tv, 
$100. Mr. Gong at 846-1346.______________________
1989' Hyundai Sonata, runs very well, low mileage, and 
6yr-72k mile warranty, can transfer $4,195. Call 845- 
3423.__________________________________________
1987' HONDA ELITE $650.00 OR BEST OFFER 823- 
2713.__________________________________________
Racing bicycle Panasonic DX4000, biopace/105 system, 
look pedals, gel seat. $300 Call Bill 696-7720.
Labrador puppies, AKC, shots, wormed, bom 7-2-93, 
$250 693-0581._________________________________
Roper Jeans, brand new, sizes 1/2 thru 17/18$15.00 Call 
696-1966.______________________________________
Brass bed, queen-size, complete, with firm orthopedic 
mattress set, still in plastic wrapper, cost $800 must sell 
$200 713-855-6256.

Personals
FREE! Windshield chip repair with full coverage insur
ance. Details call 846-CHIP. DON'T WAIT!

Adoption
ADOPTION A LOVING OPTION!! Financially secure, 
single, professional woman longs to adopt, infant. Laugh
ter, lots of love, and a playful dog awaits your newborn in 
my Houston home. Your Child will be first in my heart and 
in my life. Please call Donna collect at (713)-496-1473.

Resale

Daybed. white iron/brass, complete w/trundle and mat
tress. still in plastic wrapper, cost $750 must sell $250 
cash 713-855-6256.

Bargain Barn

Mobile home14X60, 2bd/1ba., very nice, extra large tub. 
Worth the price. Call 846-1929.

Furniture - New & Used 
Low Prices

We've got everything below wholesale prices 
Fri., Sat., Sun. 9-5

2403 N Texas Ave. 778-0175


