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Passenger states he warned driver of stop sign
the associated press Witness recounts school bus collision

EDINBURG — The passenger 
in a soft-drink truck told a jury 
Monday that he warned truck dri
ver Ruben Perez of a stop sign 
about 300 feet before the truck 
slammed into a school bus, killing 
21 school children.

Ruben Pena, in the first day of 
testimony at Perez's manslaughter 
trial, fought back tears when he 
recalled his horror to learn that 
the crowded bus had plunged 
over a 40-foot ledge into a water- 
filled pit.

"I noticed that the bus was in 
fhe caliche pit," said Pena, the 
first prosecution witness. "At that 
moment I got stunned by what I 
saw. It crossed my mind several 
times that I should jump in the 
water to help some kids."

But Pena, who had been in the 
Dr Pepper tractor-trailer cab with 
Perez, said he didn't jump in be
cause he felt a gash on his head 
might cause him to pass out. 
Nineteen junior and senior high 
school students drowned and two

details during manslaughter testimony
others died later. Sixty students 
were injured.

Perez, 28, is charged with 21 
counts of involuntary manslaugh
ter in the September 1989 acci
dent, the state's worst involving a 
school bus.

Defense attorney Joseph Con
nors opted not to make his open
ing statement or cross-examine 
state witnesses until after the 
prosecution rests.

Connors has said the defense 
will contend the truck's brakes 
failed. But after the day's session, 
Connors hinted to reporters that 
the defense might rely on other 
strategies.

Pena testified that he noticed 
nothing wrong with the truck's 
brakes during several stops before 
the accident. He said Perez was 
driving about 45 mph some 300 
feet from the rural intersection in 
Alton when he told Perez a stop 
sign was coming up.

Perez applied the foot brake, 
downshifted from fifth to fourth 
gear and manually hit the trailer 
brake, Pena testified.

"The only thing that I could 
feel was that he was going to 
make the stop sign," said Pena.

Pena said that about 50 to 60 
feet from the intersection with 
Mile Five Line Road, he first no
ticed a yellow flash of the oncom
ing Mission Independent School 
District bus.

Hidalgo County District Attor
ney Rene Guerra asked Pena 
whether Perez yielded to the bus, 
which had the right of way.

"From my point of view, he 
was trying to," Pena said.

"But did he do it?" Guerra 
said.

"No," Pena responded.
Miguel Lopez, who lived 

across the road from the caliche 
pit, testified that Perez used his 
phone after the accident to call

work while students were still 
yelling for help.

Thomas Rosales, a Department 
of Public Safety trooper who in
spected the truck, told the jury 
that gauges indicated that the 
truck's air brakes still had pres
sure after the wreck.

Before testimony began. Judge 
Fidencio M. Guerra Jr. of the 370th 
District Court told media repre
sentatives to use his name in their
daily reports.

"If you don't mention my 
name, that will be the last time
you come into this courtroom," 
the judge said from the bench.

Later, the judge said he simply 
was ensuring accountability with 
the public.

"By knowing the judge, they'll 
know what judge to blame if they 
think the judge is working or isn't 
working," said Judge Guerra, no 
relation to the prosecutor.

Perez faces two to 10 years in 
prison for each count of involun
tary manslaughter. If convicted, 
he has opted to have Judge Guer
ra decide his punishment, instead 
of the jury.

Residents charge company 
with hiding toxic seepage

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS
_

AMARILLO — Railroad workers and residents of a tiny farming 
community are accusing a giant chemical plant of criminal fraud 
and conspiracy to hide toxic seepage into the Ogallala Amxifer.

Amarillo attorney Tom Upchurch filed court papers Friday that 
accuse Hoechst Celanese Corp. of deceiving state and federal regu
lators about emissions from the plant near Pampa.

The court papers, filed in 32nd District Court in Sweetwater, are 
an amended pleading to a lawsuit seeking nearly $100 million from 
Celanese. Seventy-nine residents of Kingsmiil — a community 
across from the plant, about six miles southwest of Pampa - filed 
the lawsuit last August.

Defendants include Frankfurt, Germany-based Hoechst Corp. 
and Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railway Co.

The plaintiffs contend Celanese disposed of more than one mil
lion gallons a day of toxic wastewater into a 42-acre solar evapora
tion pond built in 1958. But the pond could evaporate no more than 
65,000 gallons per day, according to the lawsuit.

"Quite obviously the defendants not only intended that there 
would be seepage, but indeed they were dependent upon seeping 
more than one million gallons a day into the subsurface areas of the 
plant which overlay the regional Ogallala Aquifer," the amended 
pleading says.

"Ridiculous," said Celanese spokesman Herb Reed in Dallas. 
"We think this whole thing of criminal fraud is outrageous."

Reed said the truth will emerge during the trial, set for June 21.
"We strongly refute the claims/' he said Monday.
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UNDERWATER
SCUBA

Help Us Celebrate 50 Years of SCUBA!
Learn to SCUBA ONE! 67c

(Text Beet, SCUBA Efxf., Air FiSt iHCLUM) Y ' J

J Sidewalk SALE! 
May 1st

900 Harvey Rd. Next to Eagle Cleaners 693-0104
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4vl BRAZOS VALLEY 
ROLLERBLADE HEADQUARTERS

$2.00 OFF
ROLLERBLADE RENTAL

DISCOUNT BIKE COMPANY
USED BICYCLES & IN LINE SKATES I

315 S. TEXAS AVE. 846-1946
ROLLERBLADE ROLLERBLADE
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DISCOUNT TROPHY 
AND ENGRAVING

209 S. Main, Bryan, Texas
(Downtown Bryan - Next door to Los Nortenos)

Phone (409)822-5923 
FAX (409) 775-2223

Hours: 9:00-5:30 M-F 
9:00-1:00 SAT

FRIENDLY SERVICE FOR ALL YOUR AWARD AND ENGRAVING NEEDS 
QUALITY WORK AT GREAT PRICES

T 10% DISCOUNT FOR ALL STUDENT ] 
! AND FACULTY ORGANIZATIONS !
i---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 1

>>V LOWEST PRICEr$
SABERS ENGRAVED $15.00 WITH COUPON

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER DISCOUNT OR COUPON

6
"Double Delight""

99
lus

ax

Two For

One Medium 
One Topping Pizza

Additional toppings extra

$1099
ejIus
tax

260-9020 
4402 S. Texas 

Bryan

693-2335 
1504 Holleman 
College Station
Expires: 04-28-93

Valid ar participating stores only. Not valid with any other coupon or offer. Customer Pays sales 
tax where applicable. Delivery area limited to ensure safe driving. Our drivers carry less than
$20.00. Our drivers are not penalized for late deliveries. @1992 Domino's Pizza Inc.

n r
HAPPY fLOWER HOURS

Thurs. 8. Fri. 5:00 - 9:00 
No Deliveries

Roses: $30 per dozen
$ 15 per half dozen 
$3 wrapped roses

Wrapped 
Flowers 
50% off

Mention this coupon to receive discount!

1049 S. Texas Ave. College Station 
696-8546

Lube, Oil & Filter Change
t r -1

Reg. $22.95
Now$*\9.95

Drain and refill up to 5 qts. of Havoline 10W30 motor oil. Install 
new oil filter. Lubricate chassis (if applicable). Check and top off 

fluid levels. Most cars and light trucks (excluding diesels). 
Prices good with this ad until April 30,1993.

For fast service call to schedule an appointment

Open Monday - Friday, 7:30 - 5:30

SUPERIOR
J L is£

! A U T o SERVICE
111 Royal 846-5344

quick as 
a flash

Photo Lab & Portrait Studio
2 FOR 1 PRINTS

On One (1) Roll of C-41 Color Print Film Processed & Printed using our 1-2 hour 
service. Includes 135, 126, & 110. One coupon per customer. Not good with any 
other offer. Not applicable to charge customers. Present coupon at time of order 
Expires 12-31-93. Coupon does not apply to portrait studio.

JL

110 Dominik 
at Culpepper Plaza 

764-0601

614 Villa Maria 
next to Villa Maria Cleaners 

779-0402
J

TWO BUFFETS* FOR $6.99 
Coupon good Tuesday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

♦includes drinks with free refills. expires 05-13-93 1

TWO BUFFETS* FOR $6.99 
Coupon good Wednesday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.
♦includes drinks with free refills. expires 05-13-93 1

TWO BUFFETS* FOR $6.99 
Coupon good Thursday 11 a.m. - 9 p.m.

♦includes drinks with free refills. expires 05-13-93 1
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M GRILL
"i r, ■-I

i rs - Medit^rfape^n Fo^*SahdWidHetfP6ss^t$
Your Choice of:

Mediterranian Special or Plate Special
Any Kabob Sandwich 
or Shawarma Sandwich 
or Falafil Sandwich 
or Gyros Sandwich 
or Hommos plate

I
with large French Fries 
and 16 oz. drink

For only
One coupon per person per visit $294

Any Chicken Fried Steak* 
or Steak Fingers* 
or Shrimp* 
or Potato Skins
*w/ gravy, french fries, 

lettuce, tomato, dressing , toast
and 16 oz. drink

Dine In Only expires 4/30/93

I FOR FREE DELIVERY call 846-2789
(minimum required) ^ ^ 209 A University Dr. W/ Northgatc j

VALLEY CYCLERY
TREK 800

Comes in a variety of colors and sizes.

Frame/fork: Tangle Cro-Moly main tubes, TIC 
welded w/ tapered stays, tensile steel fork.

Valley Cyclery Special
$299 88

Drivetrain: Shimano Altus C20, Hyper Drives 
Hyper Clyde w/ universal dual SIS shift levers and 
rear derailleur.

bike only

Reg. ’azg’'
Complete with Trek 
Helmet and U-lock 

Complete package *390°"

Hubset: Alloy quick release.

Rims: Arava MP22, 36 hole.

Tires: Trek Connection, 26 X 1.95. 

Brakeset: Shimano Altus C20 cantilever

Save *90
M-System.

VALLEY CYCLERY 
3122 South Texas Ave., College Station, 764-2000 ^ J
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