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Wiretap laws forbid phone service
Commission votes against offering Caller ID for home use

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN— State wiretap laws don't allow residen
tial customers to obtain a service that would let them 
know who is calling before they answer the tele
phone, the Public Utility Commission says.

The PUC voted 2-1 Tuesday against Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Co.'s proposal to offer Caller ID to 
residential customers. But the commission said cer
tain businesses might be able to legally use the ser
vice if telephone companies get state permission to 
offer it.

Bob Digneo, spokesman for Southwestern Bell, 
said the company has not decided whether to revise 
and resubmit its application to the PUC. He said the 
company might appeal in court or ask the Legisla
ture to change the wiretap law.

"There are customers all over the state that want 
the service. Thirty-six other states have the service. 
Anyone that's ever been interrupted by a call at 
home in the evening when they're trying to eat din
ner can appreciate the value of Caller ID," Digneo 
said.
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Caller ID opponents include The Texas Council on 
Family Violence and the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Texas. They were pleased with the ruling.

"It's a real potential problem for anyone who has 
an unlisted phone number — psychologists, social 
workers, child protective service workers. The unlist
ed number becomes useless," said Suzanne Donovan 
of the ACLU.

State law prohibits anyone outside law enforce
ment and some businesses from using a /Atfap-and- 
trace" device, which can display an incoming tele
phone number and other information.

The law predates the Caller ID technology, which 
works though a display screen hooked to a receiving 
telephone. The service shows a caller's telephone 
number and the name of the person or company the 
phone is listed under.

"It appears that Caller ID has gotten sucked into 
some kind of a legal black hole," Digneo said.

The three commissioners were split in their ruling. 
Marta Greytok said the service is legal and Karl 
Rabago said it is not. Robert Gee said it's illegal for 
residential customers and legal for business cus
tomers.
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On Name Brand Ski-Wear

CD SPORTS
is back in town with Ski-wear for 
the entire family. A great selection 
of name brand ski apparel & ski
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CLARIS

Simply powerful software.™
©1992 Claris Corporation. All rights reserved. Claris is a registered trademark of 
Claris Corporation. ClarisWorks and Simply powerful software are trademarks of 
Claris Corporation. All other product names are trademarks or registered trademarks 
of their respective owners.

Way.
It’s midnight 

and you have 
assignments 
due in every class?
No sweat. There’s one way to get them all done: 
ClarisWorks™ software. It’s all you 
need for your Macintosh. And it’s easy to leam, 
so it’s easy to use.

What makes ClarisWorks unique? You can 
access different functions within a single docu
ment. Composing an essay for English Lit? Start 
with word processing, then sharpen your prose 
with the built-in thesaurus. Publishing a news
letter? Use the graphics toolbox to create your 
own layout. Building a forecast model for 
Economics? Powerful spreadsheet and charting 
tools make it really simple.

You can also jam through tough calculations 
with built-in mathematical functions. Organize 
a semester of notes into an awesome database. 
Even communicate information directly across 
campus—or around the world. Only ClarisWorks 
makes it all possible. And at a mere 565K, 

ClarisWorks is a perfect fit for your Macintosh 
Classic, LC, or PowerBook.

ClarisWorks. A most excellent choice.

Free Templates!
Now ClarisWorks has templates designed just 

for college students. Customize party invitations 
with fun clip art, organize your busy life with 
calendars and lists—even personalize your own 
database with job search information!
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EP\1 D - Business h as never been so 
good since HPMD's “Business Never 
Personal.hit the streets. Featuring 
Crossover and their hard rap to your 
head. Head Banger. COUNT ON IT.

BUSINESS NEVER PERSONAL

SOUNDTRACK FROM THE ORIGINAL MOTION PICTURE

THE GOATS - Never turn your back on 
a Goat. “Tricks Of The Shade,” 
their first album is strictly un-American 
hip hop backed by players who are A-live. 
Don’t like it? Funk you. Featuring the 
first vote of diss-idence, Typical 
American, dedicated to Uncle Scam.

REDMAN - Hip hop has never sounded 
so red...or so funky.
“W hut? Thee Album.” features Time 
For Sum Aksion, How To Roll A Blunt
and the first explosion. Blow Your 
Mind. AND HE WILL.

CYPRESS HILL - IF YOU DON’T 
ALREADY HAVE IT, YOU MUST BE 
HIGH. They smoked 'em with How I
Could Just Kill A Man. Stoned Is The 
Way Of The Walk, and Hand On The 
Pump. Now they’re passing around 
Latin Lingo. GET UP ON IT.

ZEBRAHEAD - Check th e movie. Hear 
the sounds. Get the message. Featuring
NASTY NAS' Half Time. EX GIRL
FRIEND’S Colorless Love (featuring 
Tim Dog), and more colorblind tracks by 
AMG, THE GOATS, MC SERCH, 
BOSS, KOOL MOE DEE, MC BREED, 
FORTE (Eeaturing Damion Hall), AND 
PORTRAIT.
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