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The Alpha Phi Alpha Stepping Team performs at the MSC Open House on Sunday. Stepping was 
brought to the United States by black servicemen after World War I. Members stress that the 
stepping shows represent only about 2 percent of what their fraternity does, with service projects 
representing the other 98 percent.

Lack of profits become 
Superman's kryptonite
D.C. Comics to kill superhero after more than 50 years

By REAGON CLAMON
Reporter of THE BATTALION

He may be able to leap tall buildings in a single 
bound. He may even be faster than a speeding bul
let. But, even the "man of steel" can't battle the 
almighty dollar and win.

According to sources in D.C. Comics, Superman 
may have captured his last bad guy. In Issue num
ber 75, they say. Superman will die.

George Comits, manager of B-CS Comics, is skep
tical, to say the least. He believes that D.C. Comics is 
trying to bring interest back to the character because 
sales of the comic have been slow in the last few 
years.

"If they truly write a fantastic story of Superman 
dying while he was saving something, that would be 
impressive," Comits said. "But at this point I think 
it's 90 percent gimmick."

The 75th issue of Superman will be specially 
bagged and will also contain a black arm band with 
a single white "s".

Comits said orders for advanced copies have been

tremendous.
"I am predicting phenomenal sales for that issue 

Comits said. "People who hate Superman - win 
think he's stupid — are asking me for multipk 
copies," Comits said. "It's almost like a feedinj 
frenzy of collectors."

Comits said if they kill off Superman, the increae 
ingly violent and senseless comic book industry \yi 
lose one of its true heroes.

"I think if he died, a lot of people that didn't real 
ize they cared would miss him," Comits said.

"A lot of people got into comics because it's at 
other way they can dream. A lot of people wouldra 
alize a piece of that world would be gone."

Comits said he knew at least one person thatwai 
very upset over the possibility of the end of theSu 
perman series.

"He said, 'I want you to know that if they kill hit 
I will probably drop all my D.C. comics,'" Comils 
said.

"And I asked him about Batman, because he real 
ly likes Batman, and he said, 'If they kill Supenwr, 
how do I know they won't go after Batman next."’
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Industrial engineering 
professor earns honor 
for A&M department

By BRANDI JORDAN
Reporter of THE BATTALION

Dr. Don T. Phillips, a professor 
in Texas A&M University's De
partment of Industrial Engineer
ing has been appointed the inau
gural holder of the Chevron Pro
fessorship in Engineering.

The endowed position is one of 
two engineering professorships 
established at Texas A&M by the 
Chevron Corp.

"It's quite an honor for me, but 
it's really more of a departmental 
honor," Phillips said. "It was a 
competitive situation. They 
(Chevron) looked at departments 
from lots of different colleges be
fore they chose the one depart
ment to honor."

The department will use the en
dowment to augment its travel 
funds and to buy some new 
equipment for the labs," said 
Phillips.

Phillips is also the director of 
the Texas Engineering Experi
ment Station's (TEES) Program

for Automation in Manufactur
ing.

Phillips came to Texas A&M in 
1975. He earned his master's and 
doctoral degrees in industrial en
gineering from the University of 
Arkansas.

His teaching and research is fo
cused on manufacturing systems 
engineering and includes manu
facturing systems simulation, sta
tistical quality control and appli
cations of operations^research.

Phillips has authored or co-au
thored more than 14 textbooks 
and monographs, as well as more 
than 50 research articles.

He is a member of the Board of 
Trustees and a Fellow of the Insti
tute of Industrial Engineers (HE). 
Phillips received a David F. Baker 
distinguished Research Award 
from HE.

He is a TEES Fellow and has re
ceived the Faculty Distinguished 
Achievement Award in Research 
from the Texas A&M Association 
of Former Students.

Graduate student dies of tumor

29-year-old Yong-Hun Lee from Seoul, Korea, 
died Aug. 31 of a brain tumor. Lee was a graduate 
student working toward his Ph.D. in electrical 
engineering.
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Miss Black and Gold 
wins national title

KARL A. STOLLEIS/The Battalion

Miss Black and Gold, Erica Davis, at a reception last Thursday.

By TANYA WILLIAMS
Reporter of THE BATTALION

When Erica Davis ap
plied to be considered 
as a contestant for the 
Texas A&M chapter of Alpha Phi 

Alpha's Miss Black and Gold 
pageant, she didn't realize that 
her application would lead to a 
national title.

"This year has been over
whelming," Davis said. "When I 

, applied for Miss Black and Gold, 
I was just hoping to be in the 
contest, not to win it all."

Erica Davis, a sophomore from 
Houston, won the campus con
test in February. She won the 
state and regional competitions 
in the spring which carried her to 
the national competition held in 
Anaheim, Calif, last month 
where she won the national title.

Erica considers herself blessed 
to have been a participant in the 
pageants and even more blessed 
that she was allowed to achieve 
the victories.

"I can only achieve what God 
allows for me to achieve," Davis 
said. "But I also believe that faith 
without work is dead."

With her 19th birthday ap
proaching September 20, Davis 
was the youngest contestant to 
win the national title, and the 
first freshman to win the title 
here on campus. Being a fresh
man when she won, Davis felt 
that just entering the competition 
would help her develop a place

on campus.
"I didn't want to be over

whelmed by the university," 
Davis said. "It was a good way to 
make a statement."

Davis considered that entering 
the pageant would be a good op
portunity to get her face around 
the campus and the community 
as well as use a gown that she 
had previously used in a 
pageant.

"I already had a gown I used

in the Miss Black Houston 
Metroplex pageant," Davis said. 
"And it was expensive."

Being a journalism major, 
Davis felt that the character im
provements and networking she 
was able to do through all four 
pageants was valuable to her and 
her career plans as a broadcast 
journalist.

"Being in journalism, 
pageantry helps with your air 
and attitude," Davis said. "Both

"I can only achieve what 
God allows for me to 
achieve. But I also 
believe that faith 
without work is dead."

-Erica Davis, Miss Black 
__________________ and Gold
things are necessary to come 
across on television well."

In between regiohal and na
tional competition, Davis partici
pated in two other pageants, 
Miss Black Houston Metroplex 
and Miss Black Texas where she 
place 1st runner-up winning a 
$1,000 scholarship and 2nd run
ner-up, respectively.

"Participating in each of these 
pageants helped me prepare for 
nationals," Davis said. "As well 
as participation in the state and 
regional Black and Gold 
pageants helped me prepare for 
the Houston and Texas 
pageants."

Through her wins, Davis has 
had the opportunity to attend 
Athletes for Athletes Golf Tour
nament and other community 
functions as a guest and role 
model.

Davis hopes her wins encour
age freshmen on this campus as 
well as other students to take 
steps to succeed.

"Freshmen shouldn't let any
one discourage them," Davis 
said. "If they take pertinent steps 
toward their goals, classification 
or age has no bearing on ability."

RESEARCH

Skin Infection Study
VIP Research is seeking individuals 12 years of age or older with 
uncomplicated skin and skin structure infections. If you have a skin 
infection, you may qualify for a four week research study using a currently 
available antibiotic medication. Participants who qualify and complete 
the study will be paid $200.

GENITAL HERPES STUDY
Individuals with genital herpes infection are being recruited for a 3 week 
research study of an investigational anti-viral medication. If you would 
like to find out more about this study, call VIP Research. $400 will be 
paid to qualified volunteers who enroll and complete this study.

Anxiety Study
Individuals are being recruited for a research study on Generalized 
Anxiety Disorder. If you experience anxiety or would like to find out more 
about this study, call VIP Research. $200 will be paid to qualified 
volunteers who enroll and complete this study.

Angina Study
VIP Research is seeking individuals 10 years of age or older with angina. 
If you have physician diagnosed angina, you may qualify for a nine week 
research study using a currently available antiana in a medication. 
Participants who qualify and complete this study will be paid $600.

CALL
Volunteers in Pharmaceutical Research, Inc.

776-1417

Texas yY IVI
WATERS KI CLUB

Hope to ski you at 
our informational meeting

Tuesday Sept. 8th 
8:30 p.m.

Rm. 301 Rudder Tower

for more information 
please call

Keith 696-2410 
Mark 696-8403

AUS 
protect 
gain ir 
record;

But: 
posals 
mate p 

Ton) 
dia, sai 
son's p 
to kno 
organi 
ment ri 

Rep. 
want t 
stop tb 
says is 
cense p 

"I fu 
freedoi 
now w

Ft
to

THI

VIDC 
this all-' 
are woi 
battle, a 
the intei 

That 
And so 

U.S. 
Wayne 
dered T. 
Ing pro 
eluding 

"This 
Vidor If 
los Ren 
Departr 
ban Dei 
segregj 
Houstor 

At tht 
HUD of 
project ■


