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Storm hits close to home
Meteorology graduate student witnesses hurricane's fury

By KARI ROY
Special to the Battalion

Last week, hurricane Andrew ravaged southern 
Florida destroying over 80,000 homes and leaving 
behind it a trail of devastation, with damages up to 
$30 billion, and $10 to 20 million in additional 
property loss.

During the storm, Chris Samsury, a meteorology 
graduate student at Texas A&M, was in Coral 
Gables, Florida, at the National Hurricane Center 
working on meteorological research.

"I planned the trip weeks in advance, I wasn't 
expecting the storm," Samsury said.

During the hurricane, Samsury stayed on the sixth 
floor of the 14-story Hurricane Center building, a 
structure designed to withstand extreme weather 
conditions.

"The building itself didn't take much damage, but 
they lost all their radar, two satellite dishes and most 
of the instruments that were on the roof," Samsury 
said.

"We had a wind gauge going during the storm, 
and it's last reading before it blew away was 160 
mph."

After the storm passed, Samsury traveled with 
three scientists from the center to do an informal 
damage assessment in the Miami area.

"The devastation was unbelievable. Every mile 
the damage got worse," Samsury said.

During hurricane Andrew, Samsury was exposed 
to the heart of his research, collecting emotional as 
well as statistical information.

"When you do academic research you're removed 
from your subject," he said. "You do your report 
and move on.

"I find hurricanes to be scientifically fascinating, 
but when you get to talk to people and see their 
homes destroyed- you just can't explain it."

Samsury had friends in Florida who lost 
everything they owned.

"People who haven't seen it firsthand don't 
understand," he said. "They don't realize what went 
on."

Agency to protect victims of abuse
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — The doors open 
this week at the state's newest 
agency, one designed to protect 
children, the elderly and disabled 
from abuse.

The Texas Department of 
Protective and Regulatory Service 
with a $380 million budget, will 
draw its nearly 5,600 staff from 
two other agencies — the Texas 
Department of Human Services 
and the Texas Department of 
Mental Health and Mental

Retardation.
The Legislature created the 

agency to bring more impartiality 
to abuse investigations and more 
vigor to services designed to 
protect vulnerable people.

"If we can do anything to 
prevent or cut down on the 
amount of abuse that is occurring 
to children, elderly, disabled and 
other vulnerable Texans ... I will 
consider that a great 
accomplishment," said Camille 
Miller, PRS' interim executive 
director. "I won't consider it a 
success until we have significantly

made an impact."
The agency's creation was 

mandated by a federal court pact 
that settled a long-running 
lawsuit against the state over the 
care of the mentally retarded.

Although the agency isn't 
officially open until Tuesday, 
Miller and the agency's six- 
member governing board have 
been working in the wings.

Last week, $1 million in 
unused DHS money was spent on 
computers and software for abuse 
investigators.

Track applies for upgraded license
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

AUSTIN — Trinity Meadows 
Raceway, which has been operat
ing as a Class 2 horse racing track 
since May 1991, Monday was rec
ommended for a highly sought 
Class 1 racing license for the Dal- 
las-Fort Worth area.

Trinity Meadows is one of four 
groups seeking the license, which 
state racing officials say is the 
largest and most lucrative left in 
North America.

Racing Commission executive 
secretary David Freeman said the 
formal proposal for a decision 
was made by administrative law 
judge Dudley McCalla, who con
ducted hearings in June.

McCalla's recommendation 
now goes to the horse section of 
the Texas Racing Commission, 
which is scheduled to meet in ear
ly October. Sept. 21 is the earliest 
the panel could act. Freeman said.

Racing Commission spokes
woman Jean Cook said it wasn't 
yet certain when the commission 
would consider the license recom
mendation. The commission can 
accept, reject or modify McCalla's 
proposal.

She said each applicant for the 
permit has 10 days to file objec
tions to the proposal, plus another 
seven days to respond to those.

The Racing Commission staff 
had previously said that Pinnacle 
and Trinity Meadows were not 
qualified to receive a Class 1 pari

mutuel wagering license.
"It was my opinion that given 

the problems we have had with 
regulatory compliance" and ques
tions about Trinity Meadows'site, 
Freeman said Monday, "I felt that 
they were not, did not, warrant a 
Class 1 license."

He also said he planned to file 
comments within the next 10 days 
about the license proposal.

State racing law limits the Ken
tucky Derby-style Class 1 tracks 
to the areas around Texas' three 
largest cities.

The Racing Commission al
ready has granted licenses to Sam 
Houston Race Park for a Class! 
track in Houston and to Retama 
Park for the Class 1 track in the 
San Antonio area, Cook said.

Officials seek preventive measures

Heat affects cyclists in race
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WICHITA FALLS — With four deaths in four 
years, officials of the Hotter'N Hell Hundred, the 
nation's second largest bike ride, said Monday they 
were looking over data to determine whether any 
were preventable.

Enrique McLean, 45, of Houston, and Siegfried 
Mosemann, 51, of Wichita Falls, collapsed during the 
ride Saturday and died at area hospitals.

"This was somewhat of a shock to us," said Dr. 
Brian Hull, one of the medical advisors for Hotter'N 
Hell. "We ^o to great length on this ride to educate 
the public.'

The event attracted 11,334 riders this year, 
including 888 who raced competitively. Only 
Milwaukee's Miller Lite Ride For the Arts, draws

more riders, about 13,000.
In 1991, Lowell Riggs, 47, of Texarkana, Ark, 

collapsed and died while riding in the event. An 
autopsy later showed Riggs had an undetected 
congenital heart disease.

In 1989, a Kansas man who. had bypass surgery 
rode in the 50-mile portion of the event against 
doctor's orders. He died shortly after finishing.

"In the past we've changed our starting line 
because of too many accidents," said Roby Christie, 
chairman of the annual event. "There is always more 
to learn and one thing is our medical committee is 
never satisfied. We are going to get better."

Hotter'N Hell is a favorite among cyclists. Held 
each year nine days before Labor Day, the event 
attracts riders of all ages and abilities. Ride officials 
offer several seminars on heat exhaustion to the 
public.

★ Notice ★
Aggie Horse Coursers 
Everything Needed for 
A&M Horse Courses

Grooming Stuff • Halters • Rope 
Bridles • Boots • Breeches 

English Saddles - New & Used

Tlopsidci* Xack
The English Saddlery 

Open 1 1 - 5:30 7 days/wk.

690-7297

Aquarium Sales, Leasing 
and Maintenance Service 

NOW leasing to TAMU Students 
Stop by our table in the MSC 

for great specials going on NOW 
260-9922 

Save 1 0% with this ad!

B'&'isniK. 'sus?
Computer software 

at
Educational Discount Prices! 

IBM & Macintosh Versions

I Aldus Pagemaker

Conmarcul EducSional 
Flic* Plica

•495" *166“
AmiPro *495" *7®“
Autocad ral. 11 *7000“ •615"
Autocad Stdt. Ral. 10 *499“ •159"
Borland C++ & Applic. *795" •209"
Borland C++ 3.1 *495“ *109“
Drawperfect *495" *135"
Fortran 5.1 *450" •84"
Lotus 123 Rsi. 2.4 •495“ •79"
Lotus 123 Rsl. 3.1 •595" *109"
Lotus for Macintosh M95" 79"
Lotus for Windows *595" *109“
Mat ha mat lea Stdts •695" •175"
Mathamatica Windows •695" *175"
Microsoft Word 5.5 PC •450" •114"
Microsoft Word Window *495" •160"
Microsoft Works Mac *395" *109"
Miicrosoft Works PC •149“ •69"
Norton Utilities •175“ •94"
Quattro Pro 4.0 •495* 79“
QuickC 2.5 W •59“
QuickBssic 4.5 •99“ •59®
QuickPascal 1.0 *99“ •39“
Turbo C++ *149“ •54“
Turbo C++ Windows •149“ •64“
Wordpsrfsct 5.1 •495“ *135“
Wordpsrfsct 5.1 Window *495“ *135“

These are some of the 
many titles we stock 
everyday and we can 
order hundreds more.

Computer Books 
1/2 Price

Computer Books Published by 
Sybex, Que, Wordware, MIS 

and Others at 1/2 price!

Share Ware Disks 
*5** each

45 Titles of Micro Star 
Share Ware Disks in 
IBM 3.5 & IBM 5.25 

Macintosh 3.5

Everything from games to 
Word Processing

iVi^rosoft *of-this-WorlH ^S.SPeaking your language with out- 
ming Pricing on our full family of program-
M A N°W Microsoft QuickBASIC™ is just $49,
MAoM 6.0 $49, QuickC® for MS-DOS® $49, QuickPascal® 
$49, FORTRAN 5.1 $99, QuickC® for Windows™ $99, 
Visual Basic” for Windows $99, Visual Basic " for MS-DOS 
$49, COBOL 4.5 $139, C/C++ 7.0 $139. With this power
ful software you can complete your lab homework at 
home On your own PC. At your own convenience. 
Instead of in cold, crowded computer labs in the 
middle (rf the night. There’s no waiting. No trudging 
across campus. No reservations required.

And with Microsoft’s toll-free ordering and 
door-to-door delivery, it couldn’t be easier. So call 
Microsoft by December 15, 1992, and discover why 
our computer language products make a world 
of difference.

lb order, call (800) 992-3675, Dept. AK4

Microsoft
Making it easier

Microsoft QuickC, QuickPascal, and MS-DOS are registered trademarks, and Windows, Microsoft QuickBASIC and Visual Basic are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. These promotional prices are only available 
by calling Microsoft directly at the toll-free number above. Student offer expires December 15,1992. Allow 2—4 weeks for delivery. Prices do not include freight and applicable sales tax.


