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Tradition of Excellence
A&M secondary 
remains stingy 
against the pass

By DOUG FOSTER
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Sports Editor of The Battalion
Living up to high expectations 

can be one of the toughest things 
in the world to do. Just ask the 
Texas A&M secondary.

After starting the 1991 season 
as the top-ranked secondary in the 
nation in one preseason publica
tion, the Aggie defensive backs 
had to deal with teams shooting to 
knock them off week after week.

Thanks to the performances of 
All-American cornerback Kevin 
Smith and All-Southwest Confer
ence safety Chris Crooms, the sec
ondary had no trouble in protect
ing their reputation as one of the 
best.

But in 1992, there is no Kevin 
Smith or Chris Crooms. Yet, the 
expectations to be the best are still 
there.

Two members of the 1991 sec
ondary who have returned are 
cornerback Derrick Frazier and 
safety Patrick Bates.

Frazier, a senior from Sugar- 
land, played the corner opposite 
from Smith last season and said he 
sees many similarities between 
this year's and last year's teams.

"I think if you talk two-deep 
wise, our players on this squad 
are just as capable as last years," 
Frazier said. "I think the guys in 
this secondary are talented 
enough to start anywhere else in 
the country."

Frazier said the big difference, 
however, was the lack of experi
ence in this year's defensive back- 
field.

"We're as talented as last sea
son. We just don't have near the 
experience we did last season," 
Frazier said. "Chris Crooms and 
Kevin Smith were both great play
ers, but the best thing last year 
was that they both had game ex
perience."

Bates, a junior from Galveston, 
said losing Smith and Crooms was 
tough, but felt the Aggies had ca
pable replacements, and that the 
crown of leadership would simply 
have to shift this year.

"It's tough to replace the expe-

DARRIN HILL/The Battalion

Junior free safety Patrick Bates stretches with 
his teammates prior to a two-a-day practice earlier 
this fall. Bates and his fellow defensive backs will

try to continue the recent tradition of stingy pass 
defense set forth by A&M secondaries in the past 
few seasons.

rience and leadership Chris and 
Kevin gave to this team, but tal
ent-wise, I think we have the guys 
to do it," Bates said. "I think 
Aaron Glenn has the talent to be 
just as good as Kevin Smith ever 
was. He just needs to get some 
•game time experience.

"The talent is ther'e, but our 
leaders are gone. That means that 
Derrick and myself will have to 
step up and provide leadership to 
the younger guys until they feel 
more comfortable with our defen
sive scheme."

Glenn, a junior college transfer 
from Navarro, has the task of re
placing Smith on the left corner. 
He impressed his teammates and 
coaches in practice and made a 
key interception in the fourth 
quarter of the Aggies 10-7 victory 
over Stanford in the Disneyland 
Pigskin Classic last Wednesday.^

Although he feels he is physi
cally capable of playing his posi

tion, Glenn said replacing some
one like Smith will not be easy.

"It will be tough to come in 
here and replace a guy like Kevin 
Smith because of all the hype here 
about him," Glenn said. "I can't 
say that I will do things exactly 
like he did them because I play 
my own game, but I think if I just 
use my Liead and study our de
fense well, I will be able to do the 
job."

The man the Aggies had 
planned to use to replace Crooms, 
sophomore Steve Kinney, started 
the season off with a solid game 
and a few key tackles early in the 
game against Stanford only to go 
down with a knee injury which is 
expected to keep him out the en
tire season.

Glenn said the Aggie defense 
huddled together after Kinney 
went down and decided to make 
that game a special win for him.

"When Steve went down, it got 
a lot tougher on our entire de

fense," Glenn said. "We hated to 
see him gone for the season, and 
after that we dedicated that game 
to him and decided we weren't 
going to let them have anything 
else offensively."

A&M defensive backs coach 
Trent Walters, who has been the 
general of one of the nation's top 
backfields over the past few years, 
said playing up to last year's level 
will be tough for his squad.

"We have some really talented 
players who we have yet to see in 
many game situations," Walters 
said. "You never know how those 
guys will react until you get them 
into those tough game situations. 
Not only that, we lost some guys 
who were not just talented but 
also had a lot of experience and 
were great leaders for this de
fense.

"But I think we'll do all right if 
the young kids play to their po
tential."
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Getting the 'upper hand'
A&M receivers, tight ends look for time in run-oriented offense

By RULY MEDRANO
Sports Writer of THE BATTALION

During the 1991 season, Texas 
A&M quarterback Bucky 
Richardson 
and running 
back Greg 
Hill were 
getting 
quite a bit of 
attention 
with the 
success of 
the Aggie 
offense.

M e a n - 
while, the 
A&M re- Schorp
c e i v i n g 
corps was
quietly developing into a serious 
offensive threat on its own.

To begin the 1992 season, the 
Aggies return last year's top re
ceivers in junior Tony Harrison 
and sophomore Ryan Matthews 
of Houston, who teamed up 
with Brian Mitchell for 63 catches 
and 10 touchdowns. Mitche1! 
was expected to be a member of 
the squad until he broke his foot 
in the season opener against 
Stanford.

Also back is junior tight end 
.Greg Schorp of San Antonio, who

is regarded as an excellent block
er with good receiving hands. 
Schorp got the chance to show 
his abilities in the Stanford game 
as he caught four passes for 68 
yards, one of which was a 21 
yard reception that was A&M's 
only touchdown. He was named 
A&M's MVP of the game for his 
efforts.

With strong passing quarter
back Jeff Granger and this return
ing group of ends on the same 
side of the ball, the A&M offense 
plans to be more balanced than 
last year. The Aggies are hoping 
that teams may not be able to af
ford to concentrate on stopping 
the running game.

"This year we'll have more of 
a passing attack," Harrison said. 
"But what we do will depend on 
the situation."

Mitchell, a former high school 
quarterback, seems to be pleased 
with the altered Aggie offense.

"Supposedly, we're going to 
going to pass a little more," 
Mitchell said. "The passing 
should replace the options of last 
year."

According to A&M wide re
ceivers coach David Culley, the 
receiver trio arrived in fall camp 
prepared for a solid season.

"They came back stronger and

faster than they were last year," 
Culley said. "They obviously did 
what they had to do over the 
summer."

Culley said he is not ready to 
agree that all is totally well in 
Aggieland. He emphasized that 
improvements need to be made 
with his receivers.

"We need to be more consis
tent this season," he said. 
"Everybody's going to play the 
run against us, so it's going to 
force us to throw."

Joining Matthews and Harri
son as receivers will be sopho
more Wilbert Biggens and red- 
shirt freshman Percy Singleton 
and true freshmen Kevin Beirne 
and Danny McCray.

Culley said that Biggens and 
Singleton have had good early 
season workouts.

The 6-3, 233-pound Schorp is 
another person looking forward 
to catching the ball more this sea
son. Built like a Mack truck, he's 
equally content with banging 
heads with a defensive end.

"I hope to catch a lot more 
(passes) this year," Schorp said. 
"But if they want me th block, 
that's fine. I enjoy doing both."

When the Aggies use a two- 
tight end set, Schorp will be 
joined on the line by 6-4, 225-

pound sophomore James McKee- 
han of Willis. McKeehan, who is 
considered a hard-nosed blocker, 
suffered a broken foot last season 
and missed the final two games 
of the season.

Returning letterman Jason 
Mathews of Bridge City, a former 
Brigham Young defensive line
man who possesses good 
strength (314 pound power 
clean), should also see playing 
time this season.

Senior Kent Petty of Dallas is 
taking a crash course in tight end 
after being moved from quarter
back earlier this fall. He's work
ing on adding mass to his once 
211 pound frame.

Although the A&M receivers 
and ends may surprise some op
ponents, the nationally ranked 
Aggies as a team should be high 
on everyone's hit lists. They 
won't be able to sneak a win 
from anybody.

And what do the receivers 
think of all the national champi
onship talk? Schorp and Mitchell 
each reacted with a confidence 
not to be confused with arro 
gance.

"A national championship, as 
a team, is everyone's goal, 
Schorp said.-"If you work hard, 
good things happen."
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Register for EPSY 489 - The Resident Advisor Role
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Sections
1:50-2:40
2:20-3:10

PETR 1 04 
PETR 1 04

Please refer to course listing on page 75 in the Fall 1992 Schedule of Classes.
NOTE: There will also be six sections of this course available for Spring 1993.

For more information, call 845-6520.
Department of Student Affairs • • • A Part of the Division of Student Services

OPAS' 20th 
anniversary 
poster artist

of Santa Fe, New Mexico

The exhibit is in the new 
Visual Arts Gallery on 
the 2nd floor MSC 
bridge. Join the Visual 
Arts Committee today! 
Call 845-9251.

RECEPTION, 8:00pm 
FRIDAY, September 4.

September 
1-30,1992
For information

845-9251

Dale:' s 
Beverages

BEER WIINE LIQUOR
Drive through for your convenience 

Case Discounts 
Personal Checks Accepted

Mon.-Sat* 10:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.

.John Cox: 
owner

3601 E- 29th St. 
Bryan 84i6-7 596

BRAZOS VALLEY 
AQUARIUM SPECIALISTS 

822-0655

We maintain fish and salt water tanks
*If you’ll tired of cleaning your 

tanks please give us a call

a/so do tank set-ups

At Deck The Walls, 
You'll Value 
our Framing 

for Only $49.95
Up to 24x36
—Includes —

Metal Frame Mounting, Glass and Installation 
Ready to Hang.

Up to 22x28 only $39.95 
Up to 18x24 only $34.95

45 colors to choose from

'Deci^Walls
Expressive Art and Custom Framing

Post Oak Mall 
764-0020

WHY EVERY DOMINO'S- 
PIZZA REALLY IS BETTER 
THAN EVER. NOW THERE'S 
EVEN MORE MELTED MOZZARELLA 
UNDER AND OVER HEAPING 
HELPING OF YOUR FAVORITE 
TOPPINGS, ON A NEW CRUST 
THAT'S MORE TASTY AND 

TENDER. MADE FRESH WHEN 

YOU CALL, DOMINO'S PIZZA WILL 

HAVE YOU CRAVING FOR MORE.

Call Us!
Bryan

260-9020
4407 S. Texas Ave.

Bryan

822-7373
Townshire Shopping Ctr.n

College Station

693-2335
1504 Holleman

NOBODY
KNOWS
LIKE
DOMINO’S,

How You Like Pizza Pd Home.

Delivery areas limited to ensure safe 
driving. © 1992 Domino's Pizza, Inc. 
Limited time only. Offer may vary. 
Participating stores only.

SUPER SAVINGS nni

"Double Delight"
$699 One Medium

1 Item Pizza

Two For $1099
Additional toppings extra.

Expires 9-30-92
-------- IVTVB Valid at participating stores only. Not valid wick

•281 any other offer. Prices may vary. Customer pay* 
-'-Si saks tax where applicable. Delivery areas lirnted 

— T^l to ensure safe driving. Our driven carry leu than
$20.00. Cash value 1/20C. Out driven are not 
jMBaksed for lace ddiveria 01992 Domino*i

FEED THE CROWD
" Family AfforDoubles"

One Medium Your choice of Feasts: 
Pizza Feast Deluxe, Meatzza, Pepperoni, 

Cheezza+2 Vegi, Hawaiian, 
One Medium Bacon Cheeseburger, or

I-Topping Pizza Amenta's Favorite

$1299
Expires 9-30-92

Valid at participating stores only. Not vahd with 
any other offer. Prices may vary. Customer pays 
sales tax where applicable. Delivery areas limited 
to ensure safe driving. Our drivers cany leu than 
$20.00. Cash value 1/204. Out driven are not 
penalized for late deliveries. 01992 Domino's

-I

I


