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A&M grad Karen Chavis poised for success
By Tricia Martinez

The Battalion

A sultry voice singing jazz arid 
blues backed by a touch of Latin 
rock will set the mood Friday 
night at the Stafford Opera House.

Karen Chavis and The Brew 
will groove tomorrow with every­
thing from James Brown and Ani­
ta Baker covers to George Benson 
and Vanessa Williams.

Chavis, a 1988 graduate of 
Texas A&M, said she and The 
Brew pride themselves on being a 
band that everyone can'enjoy.

"We are the kind of band that 
if you want to go somewhere and 
hear good music, The Brew is that 
band," Chavis said. "If you want 
to go somewhere and dance. The 
Brew is also that band."

Though Chavis resides in Col­
lege Station, The Brew, originally 
from Brownsville, live in Austin 
which is where the band has most 
of its gigs.

"We don't get booked exclu­
sively by jazz clubs, because we 
are not exclusively a jazz band," 
Chavis said. "We play on Sixth 
Street and everywhere else."

The Brew consists of five mem­
bers — Michael Rodriguez, guitar, 
Joe Rodriguez, congas and auxil­
iary drums, Mark Rodriguez, 
bass, Dexter Walker, Drums, and 
Russell Remington, sax and key­
board.

"Michael takes care of all the 
business ends of the band," said 
Chavis. "He's really great. All the 
guys are."

One of the more interesting 
feature of The Brew is Mark Ro­
driguez on bass.

"He is left handed and he 
plays with a right handed bass 
turned upside down," he's very 
talented," Chavez said. "When 
The Brew began money was tight 
and left-handed bass guitars were 
more expensive than right-handed 
ones, so he made adjustments."

The Brew is sometimes known 
for its sudden argumentative out­
breaks on stage and Chavis said 
since she came on board the band 
has mellowed out.

Karen Chavis and The Brew.
"This past year we called 'the 

taming of The Brew,'" Chavis 
said.

"It's neat because three of the 
guys are brothers and they grew 
up fighting and yelling with one 
another and so it's natural," she 
said. "I get yelled at too, but if 
anyone even looks at me wrong, 
it's like I have five big brothers."

Chavis began singing in Texas 
when she was a student at Texas 
A&M.

"My first singing appearance 
was in the follies," Chavis said. 
"As time went on I would set 
goals for myself and try to accom­
plish them. One of my goals was 
to play in the Gallery Bar at the

Hilton."
Chavis accomplished that goal 

and soon became a local favorite. 
Randy Elmore, assistant manager 
at Stafford Opera House, said the 
first time he heard Chavis was at 
the Gallery Bar.

"She was really great and I en­
joyed listening to her," Elmore 
said. "I'm really glad she and The 
Brew will be playing at Stafford 
because separately they are both 
great and when you put them 
both together it's even better."

Chavis, originally from North 
Carolina, began singing when she 
was five-years-old.

"I couldn't carry a tune at all," 
Chavis said. "I would sing into a

toilet paper roll in my living room 
to an Ella Fitzgerald record," she 
said.

In addition to singing, Chavis 
has been in beauty pageants and 
even took second in the Miss 
North Carolina Pageant.

"My mother really wanted me 
to do pageants," Chavis said. "I 
did it because it gave me the 
chance to sing. My mother always 
encouraged me and over the years 
I improved."

Chavis has been flying to 
Nashville to work with songwrit­
ers and publishers and New York 
to meet with her attorney who 
makes sure all dealings are legiti­
mate.

Chavis has been rising to suc­
cess at what may look like a fast 
pace, but Chavis doesn't hesitate 
to make it known that she has 
"paid her dues."

"I live in College Station and I 
drive back and forth to Austin 
when I sing with The Brew," 
Chavis said. "I have a full-time 
job and I would work eight to five 
here and then drive to Austin, 
sing and then drive home and 
start all over again."

Chavis, employed by Texas 
A&M, said this year alone she has 
put 60,000 miles on her car.

"In the beginning, I was work­
ing 22 hour days six days a week 
and it got to exhausting," Chavis

said. "It was what I had to do be­
cause I wasn't known in Austin."

Chavis has made her mark on 
the Austin music scene. The 1992 
Austin Music Awards ranked 
Chavis as one of the top ten fe­
male vocalists in Austin.

"I was astounded I made the 
top ten," Chavis said. "The Brew 
has always been ranked number 
one or two for jazz bands, but I re­
ally didn't think anyone knew 
who I was."

Musicians and club owners in 
Austin definitely know who 
Chavis is. She and The Brew were 
invited to play at places such as 
Symphony Square and South by 
Southwest Showcase.

Chavis attributes much of her 
success to her friends and family.

"They have been so supportive 
through it all," Chavis said. "My 
boyfriend has driven me many 
times to Austin and back, he's re­
ally encouraging and he always 
tells me to go for it.

"I couldn't do it without him."
When Chavis isn't working on 

campus, playing gigs in Austin or 
jetting back and forth to Nashville 
and New York, she sleeps.

"I don't get a lot of sleep, so 
when I have a spare minute that's 
what I do," Chavis said. "I have 
to make many sacrifices with my 
social life, but it's worth it because 
everything is going so smoothly 
right now and seem to be falling 
into place."

Elmore said they are expecting 
a good crowd for tomorrow 
night's show.

"We should really pull in a 
strong jazz crowd," he said. 
"Stafford is trying to be diverse in 
the bands that we have play."

"Karen Chavis and The Brew 
are great and even if they weren't 
playing together they each would 
appeal to the crowd, so together it 
should be a great show."

Stafford will open its doors at 
8 p.m. Friday night and Karen 
Chavis and The Brew will perform 
at 9 p.m. Advanced tickets are on 
sale at Marooned Records in 
Northgate for $5. Tickets will also 
be available at the door.

Tension Headache?
Individuals with severe Tension Headaches wanted to participate in a 
4-hour headache relief research study with an investigational medica­
tion in tablet form. Flexible hours. $75 incentive for individuals who are 
chosen and complete the study. Daily, till 6:30, call 776-0400.

SKIN INFECTION STUDY
Individuals age 13 and older wanted to participate in a research study 
for bacterial skin infections such as infected wounds, earlobes, infected 
burns, boils, infected hair follicles, impetigo, infected ingrown toenails 
and others. Investigational oral antibiotic in capsule form. $100 
incentive for those chosen who complete the study.

SINUS INFECTION STUDY
Individuals age 13 and older with a sinus infection to participate in a 
clinical research study for 3 to 5 weeks with an investigational antibiotic 
in capsule form. Minimum incentive of $150 paid to those who complete 
the study.____________ _______________________  ■ .

BIOPHARMA, INC.
776-0400

Good News for Artists and Grafters 
in the Brazos Valley!

A beautifully carpeted and air-conditioned retail facility built to allow artists 
and crafters a carefree solution to marketing their handiwork.

• Lease spaces from $30/ month • Sales tax collected, 
reported and paid for you • Payment to crafters twice a 
month • Professional marketing and advertising 
provided • Spaces lease on first come first choice 
basis • Four month to one-year leases available now.

For more information call: 775-2426

CraftMasters’ Mall ^
1856 Briarcrest Drive • Bryan, Texas 77802
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"Life in College Station 
is made more tolerable 

by the rainbow of a culinary 
delight bestowed upon this 
desolate area by Freebirds.”

— Bill Garrett, TAMU 
Computing 
Services

3 19 UN

FREEBIRDS
IMMHIMI BUiRRITO

One in a series of real live customer testimonials...
VERSITY DRIVE NORTHGATE

ROOM MATES FURNITURE'S

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION
FUN, FUNCTIONAL FURNITURE FOR LESS

EUROPEAN DESIGN
QUALITY UPHOLSTERY $399

I

ADJUSTABLE BOOKCASES 
STARTING AT

$39
BLACK OR WHITE

Cm**■iflllMHR

~T
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X CONTEMPORARY 
DESK SET

INCLUDES DESK, CHAIR & 
LAMP

$88

ROOM MATE 
F U R N I T U R I

817 Texas Ave. 
College Station - Eastgate 

(under the Blue Neon)

(409) 764-7414

Aggie 
Orders

Clayton W. Williams, Jr. Alumni Center 
Deadline: July SO, 1992

Undergraduate Requirements
1. 30 credit hours must be completed at A&M, if you were a 

transfer student.
2. 95 total credit hours completed.
3. 2.00 cumulative GPA at A&M.
4. No blocks (delinquent parking tickets, past due fees, etc.)

.Graduate Student Kg.qitjrg.xn.gnts
1. You must have completed all degree requirements for August 

'92 by the above deadline. You will need to present a letter 
of com pi et ion. which you must obtain from the Office of 
Graduate Studies, when placing your order.

2. No blocks (delinquent parking tickets, past due fees, etc. )

Procedure to Order a Ring
1. Go to the ring office no later than July 30 and complete the 

form for eligibility verification. (Requires overnight to 
process.)

2. Order and pay for ring in full (cash/check only) by July 31.

Men’s 10K - 8278.00 14K - 8378.00
Women's 10K ■ gl61.00 14K - 8186.00

The approximate date of the ring delivery is 
October 5, 1992.


