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Commission: 
Explosion's 
cause not yet 
determined

AUSTIN (AP) — A deadly ex- 
mplosion near Brenham may have 

resulted from a salt dome storage 
facility being overfilled with nat
ural gas liquids and leaking, but 
other possibilities haven't been 
ruled out, the Texas Railroad 
Commission said Thursday.

"This is only one possible ex
planation," based on preliminary 
test results. Commission Chair 
Lena Guerrero told a news con
ference.

She emphasized, "The investi
gation is continuing. We cannot 
say for sure at this time what the 
cause of this accident was."

The commission hopes to 
complete its work within 45 days, 
she said.

The April 7 blast killed three 
people, injured 18 others and 
caused at least $6.6 million in 
property damage.

Railroad Commission spokes
men told The (Brenham) Banner- 
Press on Wednesday they had 
made a preliminary finding that 
Seminole Pipeline Co.'s storage 
facility was overfilled, and that a 
check valve failed, resulting in a 
release of liquified petroleum gas 
product from the cavern that 
touched off the fiery explosion.

"We want to ensure that no 
false impressions have been left 
by statements made," Guerrero 
said.

The commission's investiga
tion first focused on an above
ground pipeline loop and valve 
that remained on fire for days af
ter the explosion, Guerrero said.

The loop is in an area where 
two, 6-inch pipelines jojn, one 
owned by Seminole and one by 
Coastline Gas Pipeline Co.

The commission as yet has 
found no evidence to indicate a 
drop in pressure, a leak, or a mal
function in either of those 
pipelines before the explosion, 
Guerrero said.

The commrssion also has no 
data on any darpage to a 14-inch 
Seminole pipeline that runs near 
the storage cavern, she said.
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Human fly
Vanessa Armenteros, a freshman education 
major from Heustorryffings herself onto the

"velcro wall” with the help of a trampoline outside 
the MSC Thursday afternoon .

Texans collected $247,000 as informants for IRS
AUSTIN (AP) — If you missed this week's 

Internal Revenue Service filing deadline, don't 
let too many people know. They could turn 
you in — and turn a profit.

Forty-six Texans took advantage of the 
snitcher's reward and collected a total of 
$247,000 last year.

Call it a finder's fee considering the IRS col
lected $7.4 million from those who were 
turned in.

Of course, the IRS has a kinder word for 
snitches — informants.

"Informants are often citizens who see their 
neighbors with a boat or a couple of expensive

cars and suspect that they aren't paying what 
they owe," said Jackie Antweiler, a public af
fairs officer for the IRS in Austin.

In the business world, companies have 
been known to turn in their competitors and 
employees have even ratted on their tax-dodg
ing bosses.
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r DEPRESSION STUDY
Are you currently taking Prozac* to treat your depression? VIP Research 
is recruiting individuals who are currently taking Prozac* to participate in 
a research study of an investigational antidepressant medication. 
Participants who qualify and complete the study will be paid $120. For 
more information, call

CALL
VOLUNTEERS IN PHARMACEUTICAL 

RESEARCH, INC.®
776-1417 J

t GENERALIZED ANXIETY DISORDER STUDY \

TF
Interested in Public Relations?

The

MSC
Public Relations 

Committee
is now accepting applications for 

membership

Pick up an application at the information 
desks at either entrance to the Student 
Programs Office f2i6 MSCJ. 
Applications are due Monday, April 20. 
by 5 p.m.

Individuals are being recruited for a research study on 
Generalized Anxiety Disorder. \f you experience anxiety 
or would like to find out more about this study, call VIP 
Research. $200.00 will be paid to qualified volunteers 
who enroll and complete this study.

CALL
VOLUNTEERS IN PHARMACEUTICAL 

RESEARCH, INC.®
776-1417 J

ULCERATIVE COLITIS
VIP Research is seeking individuals with ulcerative colitis. If 
you've been diagnosed with ulcerative colitis and you're 12 
years of age or older, you may qualify for a five month study of 
a currently available medication. $200.00 will be paid to those 
who complete this study.

CALL
VOLUNTEERS IN PHARMACEUTICAL 

RESEARCH, INC.®
776-1417

rr GENITAL HERPES INFECTION
Individuals with genital herpes infection are being recruited for a 
research study of an investigational antiviral medication. If you 
would like to find out more about this study, call VIP Research.
A monetary incentive will be paid to qualified volunteers who 
enroll and complete this study.

CALL
VOLUNTEERS IN PHARMACEUTICAL 

RESEARCH, INC.®
^ 776-1417 JJ
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Texas A&M petroleum experts 
are skeptical, but if Thomas Gold 
can prove his latest theory, the 
world's energy problem could be 
over.

The Dallas Morning News re
ported Sunday that Gold has 
found proof that oil and gas are of 
non-biological — or abiotic — 
origin.

Gold, a former professor of as
tronomy at Cornell University, 
has said that all oil and gas on the 
planet was trapped in the Earth 
4.5 billion years ago during the 
big bang, and there is an unlimit
ed supply for the world to use if it 
can be extracted, he said.

Gold's theory has not been 
well accepted since he first pro
posed it about ten years ago. But 
during the past few years he has 
gained attention after claiming he 
has found oil where there should 
not have been any.

Gold has persuaded the 
Swedish government and United 
States investors to drill a well in 
the Siljan Ring area of Sweden, 
the Morning News reported. The 
ring is the site of a meteor crash 
350 million years ago, and is 
made of granite.

Since the drilling began. Gold 
has found oil - the problem is, no 
one is convinced the oil came 
from non-organic rock.

The A&M Geochemical and 
Environmental Research Group 
(GERG) has analyzed Gold's re
search, but found no conclusive 
results.

Dr. Mahlon Kennicutt, a se
nior research scientist with GERG, 
said the actual drilling process 
could have created what Gold has 
found.

There were some hydrocarbon 
gases found during the drilling in 
addition to the oil, which would 
add to Gold's theory, but the 
drilling bit on the rock can pro
duce these same kinds of gases, 
Kennicutt said.

"Tommy Gold makes lots of 
claims, but the consensus is it 
hasn't been a successful experi
ment," he said. "They have pro
duced some fluids that appear to 
be due to other things."

An additive — usually an oil- 
based mud — is pumped into the 
hole during the drilling process to 
control pressure or lubricate the 
drill bit if it gets stuck, which con-
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Order your 1993 Aggieland 
(yearbook) 

during registration.

nP9 law tat

What: 1993 Aggieland

Where: during registration

How: choose fee option #16

How Much: $25 plus tax
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Why: college memories you 
don’t want to forget


