
Play Reviews

'M. Butterfly* shocks audience with 
subtle story, surprising sexual twist

By Timm Doolen
The Battalio?i

If attendants at "M. Butterfly" were expecting 
the opera by Puccini, they got a big surprise. 
The "M" does not stand for "Madame" but 
rather for "Mr." in this humorous drama based 

loosely on a true story.
Some people in the audience were not only 

surprised, but offended by this play about a 
French diplomat who falls in love with a young 
Chinese woman who turns out to be a man.

As the name might imply, the play has many 
similarities to the opera "Madame Butterfly," and 
in fact the main character, Rene Gallimard 
(Graeme Malcom), describes the opera to us in the 
beginning of the first act.

The streamlined version of "Madame" is that 
an American in the Navy buys a Japanese girl for

66 cents and eventually falls in love with her be
cause she will do anything for him.

In "M.", Gallimard is stationed in the ambas
sador's office in China, and eventually falls in 
love with a local Chinese girl. He sees himself as 
Pinkerton from "Madame" and the girl Song Til
ing (Francis Jue) as the little butterfly who will do 
anything for him.

From the early '60s to the mid-'80s, Gallimard 
and the butterfly chase each other in China and 
later in France. Unbeknownst to Gallimard, not 
only is Tiling a man, but also a spy for Commu
nist China during the whole affair.

Gallimard and the "woman" are caught for 
spying, and then it comes out that the woman 
was really a man. Gallimard tells us of his over
whelming embarrassment.

The obvious question is how can a man who
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Shakespeare 
with a 
Twist

Aggie Players 
dazzle audience 
with modern 
version of "The 
Merchant of 
Venice"

Rapulana Seiphimo, as Tubal, played three roles in the play.

By Terri Welch
The Battalion

It's different, but it's dazzling.Injected with non- 
traditional perks, the Aggie Players' rendition of 
Shakespeare's "The Merchant of Venice" is 
something not usually seen or expected by most au

diences. But that's what gives it class.
Shakespeare is often associated with confusing 

phrases and unfamiliar words, but the stories he 
tells and the characters he tells them with are intri
cate and exciting.

The Aggie Players pick right up on those hidden 
treasures. And as the program states, 
"Shakespeare cautions us about the dangers of 
judging too quickly and of basing our judgments on 
religious icons, the color of caskets or gender."

The actions and gestures translate these ideas 
and guide the audience with such ease that even if 
you are unfamiliar with the details of the story, it is 
easier than ever to follow along. However, it would 
be wise to at least know the basic plot.

Aside from the story, the actors themselves 
pour out expression and enthusiasm. It is definitely, 
a balanced cast. No single person steals the.show , 
and not one pulls the energy down, a difficult mea
sure to accomplish. 1 :

The characterization of each of the actors baffles 
the mind and a few overwhelm reality.

John Flores gives an outstanding performance 
as Shylock and the Prince of Arragon. His believ- 
ability and interpretation both convince the audi
ence of his intentions, his feelings, and ultimately 
his frustrations.

Flores was not alone in his excellence. Jessica 
Towe has real class. Her portrayal of Portia is un
matched and her energy and stage presence seem to 
consume the entire theater.

Although at times she seemed more melodra
matic, Towe's manipulation of Shakespeare's diffi
cult language remains impeccable.

In his debut performance at Texas A&M, South 
African student Rapulana Seiphimo went above 
and beyond. With such ease, he came and went 
and had the audience wrapped around his little fin
ger. His mezmorizing techniques and powerful 
presence held the moment of each scene.

But again, it is not the story or the cast that 
linger around. It is the liberties taken with the 
script.

FIere and there, the production is scattered with 
modern day music. Almost entirely through the
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SEMESTER OR SPRING BREAK SPECIALS 
BAHAMA & ACAPULCO MEXICO 

CALL TRAVEL CENTER AT 1-800-296-4723

BAHAMAS
$32900

PER PERSON

Includes: Round trip to Ft. Lauderdale, FI.
5 days, 4 nights in Grand Bahamas at 
Bahama Princess Casino or Holiday 
Inn Lucyan Beach

OR
Castaways Resort - Freeport Inn (for groups only) 
Round trip cruise aboard Discovery I.
Meals on ship, port taxes, transfers included.

ACAPULCO MEXICO
$319o°

PER PERSON

Includes: Round trip to Acapulco
Hotel accommodations at the Marilisa 
Hotel on beachside overlooking bay in Acapulco 
Sailing, scuba diving, fishing available 
2 restaurants, bars

Subject to availability * Hotel taxes & meals not included 
*18 years of age * Birth certificate & drivers license a must

ARE YOU READY FOR THE 
REAL WORLD?

REAL WORLD

LIFE AFTER AGGIELAND
Spend the day learning about life after Aggieland with 

friends and Former Students

October 12,1991
9:00 am—2:30 pm

Register in the MSC October 7-10 
$5 Registration Fee

For more information, call 845-1515 or 845-1133

Sponsored by The Association of Former Students, Student Activities, 
MSC Student Programs Office,The Career Placement Center,

The Class of ’92 and ’93 Councils

CTWP
Authorized Dealer
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COMPUTER SERVICE DEPARTMENT 
410 VILLA MARIA - BRYAN 

COME SEE US FOR FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE
• COMPUTERS
• PRINTERS
• FACSMILIES
• QUALITY

LASERPRINTER SERVICE
• 45.00 PER HOUR 

IN SHOP SERVICE
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HOURS
MONDAY - FRIDAY 8 AM-5 PM

409-779-2998
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® 24 hrs.

MEXICAN CAFE

SNEAKY PETE!
Every Wednesday at 8:30 p.m.

Happy
2-7 p.m. Mon-Fri 
$2.95 PITCHERS

A5l^AboutjDur>paily Lunch SpeciaIs!

Buy 2 Breakfast S! 
Tacos & get drink*«
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846-4135 Walk-In or Drive-Thru 303 West University Dr.


