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semesters. The newsroom 
phone number is 845-3316.

The Battalion is a non-profit, 
self supporting newspaper oper­
ated as a community service to 
Texas A&M University and 
Bryan-College Station.

The Battalion news depart­
ment is managed by students at 
Texas A&M University in the Di­
vision of Student Publications, a 
unit of the Department of Jour­
nalism.

Opinions expressed in The 
Battalion are those of the edito­
rial board or the author, and do 
not necessarily represent the 
opinons of the Texas A&M stu­
dent body, administrators, facul­
ty or the A&M Board of Regents.

Comments, questions or 
complaints about any of the edi­
torial content of the newspaper 
should be directed to either as­
sociate editor at 845-3313.
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Phone: 845-2611.

POSTMASTER: Send ad­
dress changes to The Battalion, 
230 Reed McDonald, Texas 
A&M University, College Sta­
tion, TX 77843-1111. Second 
class postage paid at College 
Station, TX 77843.
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BATTIPS
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The Battalion encourages its 
readers to contribute story ideas 
and suggestions by calling BAT- 
TIPS, The Battalion's phone line 
designed to improve communi­
cation between the newspaper 
and its readers.

Campus
Program conducts 
energy-cost audits

By Karen Praslicka
The Battalion

Texas A&M staff members 
and students are working together 
in a state conservation program 
that saves schools and state agen­
cies money by cutting down on 
their energy costs.

The LoanSTAR program (Loan 
to Save Taxes and Resources), de­
veloped four years ago when the 
Governor's Energy Office of Texas 
made a proposal to the federal De­
partment or Energy to use revenue 
from the Petroleum Violation 
Fund, also is known as the Oil 
Overcharge Fund. The fund was 
established with the money from 
charges to businesses which vio­
lated federal laws during the 
1980s.

The DOE approved the pro­
posal for a $98.6 million loan sys­
tem for the governor's office to 
fund conservation programs 
among schools and state agencies.

Dr. Dan Turner, associate dean 
in the College of Engineering and 
program manager, said 
LoanSTAR works with schools 
and state agencies that request en­
ergy audits.

The governor's office has sev­
eral engineering firms contracted 
to perform the audits, which de­
termine ways the schools and 
agencies could save money by 
conserving energy.

A&M researchers work with 
the engineering firms after the au­
dits are conducted. Researchers

review the results of the audit and 
install monitors at the school or 
agency involved in the audit.

The 50 full- and part-time re­
searchers at A&M analyze data 
from the monitors to determine if 
the savings reported in the energy 
audits actually exist.

"It's a very sophisticated and 
high-tech system," he said. 
"There are hundreds of channels 
of data to be analyzed."

Turner said there are presently 
about 45 buildings across the state 
being monitored by A&M. By the 
end of this year, 20 more monitors 
should be installed, he said.

The federal government has 
made proposals for programs 
based on a model of the state 
LoanSTAR program. Turner said.

"It's interesting that the federal 
government is designing a pro­
gram based on a state program," 
he said. "It's the best program of 
its type in the country."

There are part-time faculty 
members, researchers, graduate 
and undergraduate students, and 
full-time researchers working on 
the program, at A&M.

Turner said so much traveling 
is involved that the program 
could not function with only stu­
dents involved.

Graduate students interested 
in the program can contact a facul­
ty members on the project. Turner 
said students with a strong inter­
est in the energy area and those 
with a strong background in the

Winging it
Dudley Wysong of the Texas A&M Flying Club promotes while stationed underneath the wing of a Cessna 172o' 
the dub's activities and benefits to passers-by Tuesday the Gen. Ormond R. Simpson Drill Field.

Four freshmen win space science contest
By Alysia Woods
The Battalion

See Intern/Page 5

Four Texas A&M freshmen 
have brainstormed for the past 
three years and designed an expe­
dition that is literally out of this 
world.

They designed a trip to Mars

and, as a result, won a national 
competition called "Destination: 
Mars" and a visit to Washington, 
DC.

Lee French, Tim Kieschnick, 
Zane Rhodes and Jason Korb, all 
recent graduates of Giddings High 
School in Giddings, a small town 
50 miles south of College Station, 
have been chosen as winners of a
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How American Express 
helps you cover more territory

For less money
Become a Student Cardmember today and 
get 3 roundtrips on Continental Airlines, 
for only $129 or $189 each.
Only the American Express® Card offers an exciting travel program 
exclusively for students—including three roundtrip certificates on 
Continental Airlines. And much, much more.

Just look at the map and pick the place you’d like to visit. If 
it’s on your side of the Mississippi River, you can use a certificate 
to fly for only $129* roundtrip. Or you can cross the 
Mississippi for $189 roundtrip.

You have your pick of more than 150 cities in the 
48 contiguous states. And you can fly almost anytime— 
because there are no blackout dates. But you must 
make your reservations within 14 days of the day you

leave. And the maximum stay is 7 days/6 nights and must include 
a Saturday night.

By becoming a Student Cardmember, you’ll also enjoy other 
benefits from the American Express'* Student Privileges" Program. 
Such as up to 30 minutes** of MCI long-distance calling every month 
for an entire year—absolutely free. And that’s just one example of 
how the Card can help you save.

For just $55 a year, the Card gives you all these savings. And 
it’s easy to apply. Just call us (have your bank address and account 
number on hand). What’s more, with our special student offer, it’s 
easier to get the Card now while you’re still in school than it may 

ever be again.
So get the Card. And get ready to cover new terri­

tory on either side of our Great Continental Divide.
•Minneapolis St Paul, Si. Louis and New Orleans are considered cities east of the Mississippi River 

•A credit of up to t)7C for calls will appear on each billing siatement for 12 months after enroll 
mem $3 "’O is equal to the charges for a domestic 30 minute night weekend MCI Card Compati­
bility cal l and appropriate surcharges You must enroll for this service by December 3L 1991

Membership Has Its Privileges*

MCI
CALL 1-800-374-AMEX TRAVEL

RELATED
SERVICES

An American Express company
Continental

If you're already a Cardmember, there’s no need to call. Information about your certificates will be arriving soon.
Complete terms and conditions of this travel offer will arrive with your certi6cates. Continental Airlines alone is responsible for fulfillment of this offer American Express assumes no liability for Continental Airlines' performance. © 1991 American Express Travel Related Services Company, Inc.
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