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idia should deliver 
bjective information

^ surpasl! Criticisms of political correctness could ruin 
jeeHjani. efforts toward advancement of multiculturalism
Zharles

How I long for the days 
when "PC" just meant 
personal computer.

0wSo5!B I ve rea<^ 80 rnany articles about 
iy Mittf! "political correctness" during the past 
o the Sow fear I can hardly believe it. Next to 

Bie Gulf War and the end of 
I’fl’ie Soviet Union, this seems 

naj televi to be one of the most talked 
1e inipres- about issues of 1991.
°uld sue- I Most of the articles have 
cffh^Been about college and uni

versity campuses and the 
lyar between the PC, whoider."
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Hobbs is a senior 
journalism major.

iad neve' & ^ m^el7 want to . r ,, ,
1age wai ^10 sci100!8 an injection of mul-
per Liber! Iculturalism," and the defenders of 
st timeir: fVestern tradition of literature and art, 
plain aid who say they are, or soon will be, bat- 
thespot ling censorship in the classroom.

Also, most articles have been ana- 
Ivtical or persuasive. That means the 

irity has personal opinion of the writer comes 
awn dm jj-,t0 play. And the opinion of most of 

lie writers is that PC is bad. Even the 
progressive Utne Reader carried a 
less than glowing report of PC 
shenanigans.

Unfortunately, at a school like
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Iky.Un-H
ibbomlv "The continuing PC and 
ncaughi multiculturalism bashing 

could undermine those 
oi programs which are 

doing a good job."
i the £U’ 
f execu-1IL
icesoft-ffexas the opinion of those
?ft an; writers are all we've got to go on. We 

■aven't seen it for ourselves. There is 
■o great outcry for or against multi- 

icialist? iulturalism in the classroom, though 
; Delors it does have its proponents, and it is 
im asa in our curriculum. Some of the class- 
-resson offered by the University include 
y since IKmerican ethnic literature, Blacks in 
rand in j the U.S. since 1877 and the sociology 

■if Mexican Americans, to name a few. 
Btill, we're moderates, 

tmiilar- gut one-sided media coverage
[i bite ■ ^ cou^ us some damage. It 
stsand |cou^ students, faculty and ad-
9 " inistrators think less of classes

hich have a multicultural slant, 
hat would be a shame - they're good 

classes.The media really doesn't need

Si to become an advocate of political 
icorreetness, but it does need to make 
more of an effort to help us under
stand the issue through objective re- 

orting.
One of the main problems with 

pinionated pieces on PC is very few

have gone into any detail about their 
examples of PC behavior - they just 
list them in bunches for their readers 
to laugh at or be appalled by. The 
background of the situation is neces
sary, however, if we want to have a

clear understanding of why 
the activists acted in the 
way they did.

One example of this is 
an Atlantic Monthly cover 
story on the issue. The cov
er art depicted a group of 
students chanting "Hey, 
hey, ho, ho. Western Cul

ture's got to go." However, it was not 
until the reader had made it deep into 
the story that it was made clear the 
students of an eastern university who 
had used the chant were protesting 
not against "Western Culture" as a 
whole, but against western culture, a 
block of required classes in literature 
and philosophy that did not consider 
any ideas that were originated out
side of western thought.

In two other articles that men
tioned the same chant, no mention 
was made of "Western Culture" being 
a specific block of required classes.

Clearly, in this instance, a little in
formation makes a lot of difference. 
But most of the time, such informa
tion isn't available unless the media 
offers it. How will we know, when 
we see the next list of PC sins, if there 
are extenuating circumstances that 
could help shape our opinions?

Many universities and colleges, 
like Texas A&M, haven't been the site 
of huge marches or sit-ins by students 
who want to increase multicultural
ism in the classroom.

Instead, at those schools, there 
have been multicultural classes in
stalled in programs by concerned ed
ucators who realize the importance of 
a multicultural education, and who 
don't believe in the silly idea that if 
we read Toni Morrison, we soon will 
refuse to read Chaucer. Where's the 
coverage of that?

The continuing PC and multicul
turalism bashing could undermine 
those programs which are doing a 
good job. As long as "liberal journal
ists" keep taking potshots at their ex
tremist PC brothers and sisters, class
es like ours that are working may be 
caught in the crossfire.

If the mass media do not want to 
say multiculturalism is the greatest 
thing since sliced bread, that's fine. 
Just give us the whole story - objec
tively, for once.
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Televised state executions 
will benefit advertisers

In the plastics factory doing the manual labor- 
summer job thing in my earplugs and hairnet, I 
thought, "Wow, I'm so glad I'm not in prison doing 
this for free." Then I began to ponder a recent legisla 
tive possibility in the Sunshine State - you know, 
Florida, rest stop on the highway to heaven.

It came to pass that the friendly Floridians - the 
same folks who brought you Epcot and Dis
ney - struck upon a brilliant, dare 1 say, en
lightening, or even worse, electrifying idea 
of publicly televised executions.

Needless to say, it's a heck of a lot more 
controversial than the Class of 2000, and 
dam it, it's almost as much fun.

But before 1 climb upon the throne of 
evangelism, an explanation of publicly tele
vised executions is required so the uninformed mass
es will be in the know. Publicly televised executions 
are exactly that: death penalty a la prime time, i.e., 
electric chair sandwiched between "The Flash" and 
"Quantum Leap."

The moral basis for this lovely piece of legislation 
is along the lines of the old " teach by example" 
method. In Saudi Arabia, your hand is cut off if you 
are caught stealing. Fellow countrymen see their 
shamed amputees and decide not to steal so they may 
retain all of their appendages. Therefore, Saudi Ara
bia has a remarkably low 
crime rate.

The logic follows, if we 
can tune into "bloodfest" on 
prime time with remote 
control in hand, in the com
fort of our own Laz-E-Boys, 
we'll be shocked into sub
mission, and we won't go 
cutting off people's heads 
and sticking them in our re
frigerators. Not only is a 
lesson to be learned here, 
but also a profit to be made.
It worked for "The Termina
tor." It can work for net
work TV.

First, consider the Super 
Bowl. Commercial space 
for Super Bowl '91 sold for 
millions of dollars. The Su
per Bowl is nowhere near as 
graphic and violent as a 
blockbuster Arnold Schwarzenegger movie, and the 
Bud Bowl doesn't even get that rowdy. Now imagine 
what would happen if, on some placid Sunday 
evening after watching "60 Minutes," we could all 
tune in to a real life execution!

Think about it! It's not every day (except on the 
news) you get to see people really die! And it's not 
every day you get to see real, hardened criminals fry!

I'd watch it, and chances are, so would every other 
Nielsen household in America. And ad agencies 
would pay attention to the fact that the first televised 
execution was watched by more viewers than all the 
Super Bowls combined.

And the commercial time for the next execution 
would be outrageously expensive. And corporate 
America would be very happy indeed. And, the rev
enues generated from the commercial time alone 
would cover all expenses involved in the appeals pro
cess and all that legal stuff. So all you people who 
maintain it's too expensive to "give 'em the chair" can
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major.

We now pause for 
a commercial 
break....

just shut up.
Unfortunately, I don't think the three major net

works would touch it. Too controversial. Too graph
ic. Too many opportunities for people like Tipper 
Gore to whine.

But that's why we have the Fox network, isn't it? 
I'm thinkin' a little tag-team action with their highly 

successful "America's Most Wanted" show. 
We catch 'em. We kill 'em. And all in the 
comfort of our own homes.

Of course, if Fox really wanted to cash 
in, they could take a lead from the great 
state of Louisiana and turn it into a gam
bling bonanza. Think of the possibilities!
Fox could do the "Rock 'em and Shock 'em 
Lottery."

Members of a studio audience could bet on how 
many amps would be required to kill the person on 
the "hot seat." (Hey, we're not gender specific here).

Individual bets would be logged into a computer, 
and the eyes of America would watch as the execu
tioner slowly turned up the heat until the poor sucker 
was twitching like fresh roadkili on hot Texas black
top. Tlien, members of our studio audience who 
picked the lucky number would be able to claim valu
able cash prizes and merchandise.

But wait, there's more! It's a bookie's dream!
A whole industry could 
very well spring up 
overnight based on pub
licly televised executions.
A new partnership be
tween media and gam
bling interests would be 
forged.

Bookies could run the 
line on what the hardened 
criminal's last meal would 
be! The last cigarette? The 
last words? The last re
quest? Do their eyeballs 
stick to the glass or do they 
slide off? (Do you actually 
think we, the viewing pub
lic, would settle for watch
ing an electrocution with a 
bag over the hardened 
criminal's head?) Think of 
the possibilities, and I'm 
just an English/history

major. Sadly, though, the novelty would wear off af
ter about 10 chair fries. After all, the average viewer 
of primetime television has an attention span of about 
seven minutes or so. Then what? You can only watch 
"The Terminator" so many times before it gets old.

Eventually, ratings would drop, and America 
would turn back to the thrills of Roseanne Barr.
That's where MTV comes in. Those people will do 
anything. After all, they did Milli Vanilli.

So why not put it to music? Imagine, sequences 
of electrocutions to the cannon fire in Tchaikovsky's 
1812 Overture! Drawings and quarterings to Travis 
Tritt's "Here's a Quarter, Cali Someone Who Cares!" 
Chemical castrations to Bon Jovi's "You Give Love a 
Bad Name!"

Sounds like a plan to me. Place a couple of 
bets. Call the gang. Grab a few brews and watch the 
heads fly. And just think of the possibilities!

Remember, you heard it here first. Publicly tele
vised executions: the shock wave of the future.

Mail Call
Where does our money 
really go?
❖ It's that time of year again - dealing with 

Texas A&M administration.
As a senior, I have finally wised up to the 

motive of several of their policies - more MON
EY! This semester, I have encountered two 
problems that reinforces this.

First, I needed to buy a bus pass for only one 
semester, since I am co-oping in the spring. 
However, I was unable to do this because bus 
passes only can be purchased for a full school 
year.

This means they are geting more money up 
front and are able to invest that extra $55 for a 
full semester for every departing co-op student 
and graduating senior because we cannot re
ceive the pro-rated difference until January.

Second, I lost my ID card. The cost was $12.

fiscal." I called fiscal. Fiscal said, "call fees." In 
other words, pass the buck.

I realize these two situations involved less 
than $100, but if you multiply that against the 
thousands of Aggies who face these problems, 
we're talking big bucks!

I love Texas A&M, but it seams that adminis
tration makes me more resentful every year.

-Margaret Clark '92

For an incoming freshman, the cost would have 
been $5. I had already paid $4 for "mainte
nance renewal." They said the $4 would not 
count toward the $12.

This makes no sense. It's obviously only $5 
to produce a new card with all your options.
This would leave $7 for maintenance. Yet, it's 
only $4 for maintenance at the beginning of the 
semester.

I asked the ID representative. She said, "call
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Stay off of MSC grass 
when boarding buses

❖ Poor planning! That's all I have to say to 
the bonehead who decided to make six buses 
stop in front of the MSC. This is a high-traffic 
area at all times of the day. The most upsetting 
part of it all is the MSC grass is being trampled. 
It already looks bad enough because of the con
struction, and by the end of the week, it will 
look like a bomb was dropped on it! Of course, 
I guess we could just pour some cement over it. 
You never can have too much concrete or con
struction. I thought the MSC lawn was sup
posed to be a living memorial to those Aggies 
who died in war. Let's get with the program 
people. This is a fine tradition which we need 
to continue to observe!


