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it, self supporting newspaper 
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and Bryan-College Station.

The Battalion news depart
ment is managed by students 
at Texas A&M University in 
the Division of Student Publica
tions, a unit of the Department 
of Journalism.

Opinions expressed in The 
Battalion are those of the edi
torial board or the author, and 
do not necessarily represent 
the opinons of the Texas A&M 
student body, administrators, 
faculty or the A&M Board of 
Regents.

Comments, questions or 
complaints about any of the 
editorial content of the news
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ther associate editor at 845- 
3313.
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Phone: 845-2611.
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A&M University, College Sta
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BATTIPS
The Battalion encourages 

its readers to contribute story 
ideas and suggestions by call
ing BATTIPS, The Battalion's 
phone line designed to improve 
communication between the 
newspaper and its readers.

The BATTIPS number is 
845-3315.

Ideas can include news 
stories, feature ideas and per
sonality profiles of interesting 
people. Readers also are en
couraged to offer any other 
suggestions that could improve 
the newspaper.
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'/ knew what the government was telling the people was wrong'

A&M student witnesses time of trouble in U.S.S.R.
By Liz Tisch
The Battalion

When Texas A&M senior Chris Segrest went to Russia 
this summer, he saw much more than the usual tourist at
tractions — he witnessed Soviet tanks seizing control of the 
streets.

Segrest, a history major and a member of the Corps of 
Cadets, spent five weeks in Leningrad volunteering his 
time by helping Bryan missionaries Blake and Cathy Pur
cell. The project was part of a campus ministry called 
"Navigators."

Hours before his scheduled departure to Houston, he 
was told to remain in the city when the coup attempted to 
overthrow the Soviet government.

"The last night I was there, I received a phone call 
(from Russian friends) • that Gorbachev was sick and that

the nation was in a state of emergency," he said. "And that 
didn't make too much sense to b£ in a state of emergency 
just because Gorbachev was sick."

Immediately, Segrest turned on the television to find in
formation. Instead, he found that every station was airing 
the same movie. Knowing this was abnormal, both Segrest 
and Blake Purcell said the television programming was a 
"sort of Brainwashing, to keep the people ignorant of what 
was really happening."

Segrest then received another phone call from friends 
from the United States that warned him to stay off the 
streets because Gorbachev was under arrest.

In addition, he was told that the coup was going to ar
rest any "speculators." This included any citizens not in 
agreement with the coup's actions.

"This meant anybody like business reformed people, 
missionaries like the Blakes and myself," he said. "It 
made me nervous. We were warned that tanks were going

to patrol the streets."
After being advised to leave, Segrest arrived at the air

port unharmed in Leningrad.
He said he noticed, however, some people were acting 

undaunted by the crisis.
"I knew what the government was telling the people 

was wrong," he said. "They.said Gorbachev had resigned. 
It was strange that the foreigners knew the news before the 
Russian citizens did."

Although Segrest felt safe when he was on his way to 
Houston, he was concerned about the rest of the missionar
ies who were not scheduled to leave.

"They told me if things did not calm down soon, they 
were going to escape to Finland," he said.

Segrest said his experience has made him appreciate the 
United States much more.

"It made me realize how much a lie the system of Com
munism is," he said. "And it doesn't have to be that way."

A&M newspaper room relocates, 
receives high-tech design system

By Troy Hall
The Battalion

New offices and a new com
puter system highlight several re
cent improvements to The Battal
ion. The face-lift began during 
the summer and was completed at 
the end of August.

The Battalion offices moved 
from the second floor of Reed Mc
Donald to the basement. Battalion 
advertising was moved from the 
English Annex building and is 
also located in the basement of 
Reed McDonald.

The improvements were made 
to utilize space efficiently.

A lack of space in the journal
ism department coupled with the 
need to organize student publica
tions and journalism facilities 
were the main reasons for the

changes, said Charles Self, journal
ism department head.

"The journalism department is 
very crowded and lacks adequate 
space to run efficiently," Self said. 
"We tried to consolidate The Bat
talion and journalism offices to 
make things run more efficient."

The former Battalion office 
was remodeled to house four new 
faculty offices, a classroom and 
reading room. The total cost of 
the project was approximately 
$20,000. Self said the project was 
funded by student publications. 
No taxpayers' money was used.

Although the new Battalion of
fices are smaller, the newsroom is 
more centralized and secure, said 
Todd Stone, associate editor of 
The Battalion.

"The changes have been 
tough, but in the long run we will 
be more competitive with other

college newspapers and some 
small city papers," he said.

A new Macintosh computer 
network replaces the outdated 
system.

"The new network operates 
less expensively and allows us to 
do many more technical things," 
Self said.

The computer network cost 
approximately $60,000, which is 
"incredibly cheap," Self said. In 
addition, the network can continu
ally be updated whenever new 
software is introduced.

In the past, communications 
between Battalion advertising and 
the newsroom have been difficult, 
but now they can work more 
closely together as a team. Self 
said.

"The move will help the stu
dent run newspaper work more 
efficiently as a whole."

Texas man kidnapped by Turkish 
Kurds while searching for Noah's ark

DALLAS (AP) — A Texas man was among three 
Americans kidnapped by Kurdish guerrillas last 
week while filming a television special about the 
quest for Noah's ark, a newspaper reported Monday.

Marvin T. Wilson of Garland, two other Ameri
cans, a Briton and an Australian traveling to what 
they believed was the site of the biblical Noah's ark 
were taken away by armed Kurds, officials said.

Friday night's kidnapping was the second time in 
a month that Turkish Kurds abducted Westerners. 
The rebels had not previously targeted foreigners in 
their 7-year-old campaign for independence. So far 
the struggle has claimed 3,000 lives.

Ten German tourists were kidnapped in eastern 
Turkey in early August and were released after a 
week.

Turkish soldiers and police have been using heli

copters to comb rugged mountains in search of Wil
son and the others. Meanwhile, Wilson's wife and 
children are waiting for word of his safety.

"I'm very calm," Renetta Wilson told the Dallas 
Times Herald. "I have a strong faith in a higher pow
er that he's going to be fine."

Mrs. Wilson said she last saw her husband a week 
ago when he left on his expediton. Wilson was invit
ed by the expedition's leader, Ronald Eldon Wyatt, a 
biblical archaeologist.

Wilson, a senior partner in a time management 
company, was acting as a business consultant on the 
trip.

Mrs. Wilson said neither she nor her husband had 
any reservations about this expedition. Now, she said 
she's sitting by the phone, surrounded by three of 
their five adult children.

Dangerous chemicals in fishing areas

Scientists check 
seafood poisoning

HOUSTON (AP) — Scientists are taking another look at fishing 
areas in the Houston Ship Channel and upper Galveston Bay where 
health warnings were issued for possible dioxin contamination in 
seafood last year.

The Texas Department of Health last September warned people 
to limit themselves to one meal of fish or crab a month because of 
dioxin in fishing areas of the ship channel, upper bay and the Bra
zos and Neches rivers. Women of childbearing age and children 
were told not to eat any of the seafood.

Officials believe the dioxin comes from nearby paper mills, 
where the bleaching process produces the deadly chemical.

But recent studies of dioxin, which has been known as a cancer- 
causing killer for nearly a decade, have scientists questioning a link 
between the chemical and cancer.

Federal studies, including one by the Environmental Protection 
Agency over the next year, could make state officials reconsider its 
warning on Texas seafood.

"If the cancer potential factor changes or there is new informa
tion on dioxin, that is something to look at," said Kirk Wiles of the 
shellfish sanitation division of the state health department.

"The warnings were issued with the best science available at the 
time."

The Texas Water Commission has been the target of a lawsuit 
demanding that the standards for the chemical be changed.

"We're going to review any new data that comes in," John Hall, 
water commission chairman, told The Houston Post.

Bungee jumper falls short
SAN ANTONIO (AP) - A San 

Antonio man broke his leg bungee 
jumping over the Guadalupe Riv
er, the Guadalupe County Sher
iff's Department said Monday.

Mark Ackerman, 31, suffered a 
dislocated knee, severe lacerations 
and a fracture to his right leg Sat
urday. He remained hospitalized 
Monday night at St. Luke's Hospi
tal in San Antonio.

St. Luke's supervising nurse 
Ruth Dryer-Richard said Acker

man requested information about 
his condition not be released.

Emergency medical workers 
said Ackerman was trying to per
form what's called a "rocket 
launch” bungee jump. Instead of 
jumping off a bridge over water, 
jumpers have their cords attached 
to the top of a crane and leap from 
the basket, also attached at the 
top.

Tafts said Ackerman 
snapped up about 200 feet.
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The U.S. CoastGuand hasopportunities 
and challenges like no other organiza
tion in the world. As a Coast Guard 
Officer, you could find yourself leading 
a rescue mission, chasing drug smug
glers, or enforcing environmental laws.

Coast Guard Officer Candidate School 
can be the start of an exciting new career

Please send me Information on the Coast Guard Officer Candidate School

with exceptional leadership opportuni
ties. Find out if you have what it takes 
to inspire others to follow you.

Be Part of the Action!
#

ULS. Coast Guard
& Coast Guard Reserve / LMJ

C$/f 1-800-424-8883, Bxt. 1112 / ^

Name_________________________ 1____________________________________________

Address______________________________ City________________ State_______ Zip

Telephone ( )____________ Graduation Date____________ College Major_________
Please mall coupon to: U.S. Coast Guard Information Center, 14180 Dallas Parkway

6th Floor—Suite 626, Dallas, TX 75240 
1-800-424-8883, Ext. 1112 '

I.K/I ■ INTENSIVE 
lUJlU REVIEW

A high LSAT score can open the right doors. LSAT Intensive Re
view is a well organized, challenging course designed to increase 
your LSAT score. We specialize solely in preparing students for 
the LSAT. Success rate: a survey of actual LSAT scores of over 
250 graduates of our program determined that 23% scored in the 
top 10% of all test takers nationwide. Take our Twelve-Week Prep- 
Master'" Course and we guarantee you will score in the top 25% of 
LSAT test takers or your money will be refunded in full! Call now 
for free brochure:

1-800-325-LSA T
LSAT Test Dates Oct. 5 ’91 Dec. 7 ’91 Feb. 8 ’92
Seminar Dates Sept. 20-22 Nov. 22-24 Jan. 24-26

DEVELOPMENT... LEADERSHIP... SERVICE... 
C0MMVNICAT10N... INTERACTION...

LET YOURSELF GROW
Learn how to apply for a Resident Advisor position.

Register for EPSY 489 Human and Community Development 
ffhe Resident Advisor classJ.

This is an 11 week. I credit hour class that will be graded 
satisfactory/unsatisfactory.

FALL 1991 - EPSY 489

Sections:
510 M-W 1:00-1:50 P.m.
511 M-W 2:00 - 2:50 P.m.
512 T-Th 1:00- 1:50 P.m.

Spring 1992 - 6 sections TBA prior to Pre-Registration. 
For more information, call 845-6520 

Department of Student Affairs
Department of Student Affairs 

A Part of the Divison of Student Services
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Or call:


